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Dignity    Respect
Flag retirement ceremony honors old, worn American flags

FROM WSJ STAFF REPORTS

Gov. Roy Cooper and North Carolina 
Department of Health and Human Services 
Secretary Dr. Mandy Cohen announced to-
day that North Carolina will remain in Safer 
at Home Phase 2 for three more weeks. Coo-
per also announced that face coverings must 
be worn when people are in public places as 
officials seek to stabilize concerning trends of 
increasing viral spread. 

Cooper and Cohen were joined by Den-
nis Taylor, president of the North Carolina 
Nurses Association, and Eugene A. Woods, 
president and CEO of Atrium Health, dur-
ing a press briefing. Phase 2 could have ended 
July 26.

“North Carolina is relying on the data and 
the science to lift restrictions responsibly, and 
right now our increasing numbers show we 
need to hit the pause button while we work to 
stabilize our trends,” said Cooper. “We need 
to all work together so we can protect our 
families and neighbors, restore our economy, 
and get people back to work and our children 
back to school.” 

“I know North Carolinians are strong, resil-
ient and care deeply about our communities. 

Governor:
Masks are
mandatory

MASKS | cont’d on page 10

North Carolina
stays in Phase 2 for
three more weeks

Masks are now required in public
in North Carolina
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Chris Salazar talks with Nurse Michelle Davis about the 
symptoms of COVID-19 after being tested for the Coronavirus.

WSJPHOTO  |  JAY LAMM

Free COVID-19 testing
brings answers, care

&

BY JAY LAMM
editor@WSJ30.com

Advance Community Health partnered 
with the Town of Wake Forest to provide free 
COVID-19 testing on Tuesday and Wednesday 
in the parking lot of the Renaissance Center.

The town advertised pre-registration for the 
event a few days in advance, and the schedule 
filled quickly.

“We have seen about 70 patients so far, while 
we had about 100 pre-registered,” said Shauntell 
Washington, who was helping handle the people 
at the registration tent on Tuesday afternoon.

“We have about a 100 pre-registered for to-
morrow, but if someone comes up who hasn’t reg-
istered, we are going to find a way to get them in 

to be tested.”
After passing the registration tent, patients were 

swabbed by medical assistants Andreya Williams 
or Shaundra Braxton. The test is performed with 
either an oral or nasal swab. Clients then move 
on to consult with Michelle Davis, a nurse with 
Advance Comunity Health.

“When they get to me, I go over the symptoms 
of COVID-19 and ask if they feel they are expe-
riencing any. If not, they go on their way. If I feel 
they may have symptoms, I have them park their 
vehicle and take them into our on-site mobile 
medical facility for further consultation,” Davis 
said.

“Mostly, everyone goes on their way, and I tell 

American Legion Post 187 had a flag retirement ceremony on Saturday, June 28. The post collects flags 
throughout the year and when enough have been received, a ceremony is held. Post Commander Mark Dwyer 
said this ceremony included about 500 flags. The flags are burned, with only ashes remaining, when they be-
come too worn for service. Two mailboxes are on the American Legion site for people to drop off their flags. 
“The ceremony treats the flag with the dignity and respect it deserves,” said Dwyer. Depending on demand, 
Dwyer said about two to three ceremonies are performed each year. Scouts were on hand to help with the 
ceremony. Clockwise from top, a “Casket” flag is being folded by Steve Spellman, left, and Boy Scout Alex 

Lin. Tim Mock, left, and Norm Bell prepare the flags to be incinerated. Cassie Bell places a flag in the
fire barrel. More photos on page 8.  WSJPHOTOS  |  JAY LAMM

WSJSPORTS
The Swamp Donkeys defeated the 
Bull Durham Beer Company in a 
Men’s Senior League baseball
game Sunday, 10-0. Page 8
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FROM WSJ STAFF REPORTS

Police arrested a Wake Forest man after the stabbing 
of another man.

Officers with the Wake Forest Police Department 
responded to the 300 block of South Franklin Street 
around 1:30 a.m., Thursday, and found a man who had 
been stabbed. The man was taken to a local hospital 
with non-life threatening injuries.

Kenneth Dawes, 52, of 341 S. Franklin St., was ar-
rested and charged with assault with a deadly weapon. 
Dawes is being held at the Wake County Detention 
Center.

FROM WSJ STAFF REPORTS

Hillside Nursing and Rehab has a 
COVID-19 outbreak, Wake County Public 
Health announced Thursday.

Outbreaks at Tower Rehabilitation and 
Nursing Center in Raleigh and Waltonwood 
Senior Living in Cary were also announced 

by the county.
The Wake Forest facility, 968 E. Wait Ave., 

had staff and residents test positive for the 
coronavirus.

The N.C. Department of Health and Hu-
man Services defines an outbreak at a long-
term care facility as two or more people test-
ing positive for the virus

COVID-19 outbreak at 
Wake Forest nursing home

Hillside Nurisng and Rehab has patients and staff test positve for COVID-19.
PhoTo  |  CoNTRIBUTED

DAwES

Wake Forest man charged with 
assault with a deadly weapon

FROM WSJ STAFF REPORTS

A train hit a pedestrian near a railroad 
crossing Monday afternoon, said offi-
cials.

The accident happened at the rail cross-
ing on Seawell Drive near the intersec-
tion with Old Crawford Road, south of 
Wake Forest, just after 5 p.m.

The pedestrian was taken to WakeMed 

for treatment of serious injuries, accord-
ing to Bill Crabtree, public information 
director for the Town of Wake Forest.

The rail line is owned by CSX Trans-
portation. No crossing arms or lights are 
at the crossing.

The North Carolina Highway Patrol is 
leading the investigation with Wake For-
est police and the Wake County Sheriff ’s 
Office assisting, said Crabtree.

A pedestrian was hit by a train at the rail crossing on Seawell drive
PhoTo  | CSX

Pedestrian hit by train

With the state executive order, no more than 10 can gather in one spot, 
apart from homes and family. In Wake Forest the rule is stricter. Any gathering 

in town is disallowed. So, see these tables onWhite Street filled up again in a 
month or so. WSJ PHOTO  |  KATHY HARRELSON143B S White St  |  Wake Forest, NC  |  Downtown Wake Forest.  |  (919) 554-1155
May 6
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Due to Gov. Roy Cooper’s COVID-19 related execu-
tive orders, the Town of Wake Forest is replacing its tra-
ditional July 3 Fireworks Spectacular with an alternative 
virtual celebration. At approximately 9:15 p.m. on Friday, 
July 3, the town will share on its Facebook page an Inde-
pendence Day message featuring Uncle Sam, Lady Lib-
erty and the Wake Forest Board of Commissioners before 
livestreaming the Fireworks Spectacular via Facebook 
at 9:30 p.m. The entire program will be re-broadcast on 
WFTV 10 (Spectrum channel 10) throughout July. 

“It was especially important for us to provide the fire-
works show this year in some form or fashion,” said May-
or Vivian Jones. “Considering all the programs and events 
that have been canceled due to COVID-19, we wanted 
to offer a way for our community to celebrate this special 
holiday.”

The fireworks will light up the sky from the launch 
site along the Sanford Creek Greenway – near Heritage 
High School’s Husky Stadium. To prevent large public 
gatherings, the Heritage High School campus will be 
closed to vehicle parking and in-person fireworks viewers 
beginning Friday, July 3, at 3 p.m. Vehicle parking and 
in-person viewing will also be prohibited along the streets 

and greenways surrounding the campus. Nearby sections 
of greenway will be closed throughout the day beginning 
at 7 a.m. Foundation Drive will also be closed.

Due to attendance restrictions, residents are encour-
aged to view the fireworks from the comfort of home on 
the Town of Wake Forest’s Facebook page, then through-
out July on WFTV 10 and the Town’s website at wake-
forestnc.gov. 

“Although we would prefer to gather in-person with 
family and friends as we normally do to enjoy the fire-
works show, the virtual option will allow us to enjoy the 
display while helping ensure the health and safety of our 
community,” added Jones.

CONTRIBUTED TO WSJ
FROM THE TOWN OF WAKE FOREST

Work on a South Main Street/US 1A resurfac-
ing project will require a series of overnight lane 
closures over the next few weeks beginning Mon-
day, June 29.

Fred Smith Co., a private contractor working 
on behalf of NCDOT, will reduce to one lane 
with intermittent two-way traffic portions of 
South Main Street/US 1A from Capital Bou-
levard/US 1 to Chestnut Avenue from 7 p.m.-6 
a.m. on the following dates:

n Wednesday, June 30-July 1
n Monday-Tuesday, July 6-7
 
The lane closures are necessary to allow crews 

to resurface the roadway.
 The contractor is starting work at 7 p.m. each 

evening to reduce the impact on travelers and 
make the work safer for crews. The NCDOT 
is working with the contractor to minimize the 
amount of noise and light during the paving, and 
in turn reduce inconvenience to nearby residents. 
The work will progress along South Main Street/

US 1A, so crews will not remain in the same area 
over the course of the project.

Signage and flaggers will be in place to manage 
traffic flow and safely direct motorists through 
the work area. Delays are expected, so motorists 
are encouraged to avoid the area if possible and 
take an alternate route. Please note: Access to all 
driveways and parking lots along South Main 
Street/US 1A will be maintained at all times.

 Until the resurfacing project is completed, 
residents are urged not to park along South Main 
Street/US 1A or within 100 feet of intersections 
on roads that intersect with South Main/US 1A 
from Capital Boulevard/US 1 to Chestnut Av-
enue. Vehicles parked in the work area will be 
towed to a nearby street. For example, a vehicle 
parked along East Holding Avenue within 100 
feet of South Main/US 1A would be subject to 
towing.

 For more information, contact Transportation 
Engineer Jonathan Jacobs at 919-435-9441 or 
jjacobs@wakeforestnc.gov.  

 To receive email notifications concerning road 
closures and traffic alerts in Wake Forest, sign 
up for E-Notifier at www.wakeforestnc.gov/
communications/e-notifier.

 The Town of Wake Forest provides this infor-

mation as a public service. Planned road closures 
and restrictions are necessary to allow for a va-
riety of work. Motorists are encouraged to use 
the information to help plan their route and 
move safely through the work area.

 Weather and unforeseen circum-
stances occasionally prevent work 
from being completed as sched-
uled and make it unsafe to re-
open lanes or streets when 
planned. When this oc-
curs, town staff works 
with contractors to 
resolve the situation 
as quickly as possible 
and reduce impacts to 
the traveling public.

When traveling 
through a construction area, 
drivers, bicyclists, and pedestri-
ans are asked to be patient, proceed 
with caution, and obey flaggers. Driv-
ers should get in the correct lane well in 
advance and constantly be on the lookout 
for vehicles merging into adjacent travel lanes 
as they approach a work zone. Drivers are also 
urged to double their following distances.

Wake Forest to offer virtual
Fireworks Spectacular on July 3

NCDOT schedules overnight road resurfacing 
along South Main Street/US 1A

CONTRIBUTED TO 
WSJ FROM THE 

TOWN OF
WAKE FOREST

After operating as a pri-
vate, non-profit organiza-
tion for 37 years, the Wake 
Forest Fire Department 
(WFFD) officially joined 
the Town of Wake Forest 

today. 
The merger comes less 

than a year after the Wake 
Forest Board of Commis-
sioners unanimously au-
thorized town staff and the 
town attorney to prepare 
an agreement between the 
municipality and the fire 
department to proceed 
with consolidating the de-

partment into the Town’s 
municipal structure. The 
BOC also authorized staff 
to engage the services of 
EnviroSafe, a management 
consulting firm special-
izing in local government 
public safety services, to as-
sist with the transition and 
consolidation. 

The BOC’s blessing came 

a month after EnviroSafe 
released a comprehensive 
report recommending that 
the fire department join 
the town. A week later, the 
Wake Forest Fire Depart-
ment board of directors also 
gave its unanimous consent 
for the fire department to 
become part of Wake For-
est town government. 

In October an executive 
team consisting of Town 
Manager Kip Padgett, 
Chief Financial Officer Ai-
leen Staples and Fire Chief 
Ron Early began meeting 
with appointed sub-com-
mittees to initiate the fire 
department’s transition to 
the town. Representatives 
from the town and the fire 
department collaborated on 
those sub-committees to 
address a range of transition 
topics, including Human 

Resources , 
I n f o r -
m a t i o n 
T e c h -
n o l o g y, 
C o m -
m u n i -
c a t i on s , 
Facilities, 
C a p i t a l 
A s s e t s /
Fleet and 
Equ ipment 
and Opera-
tions. 

Established in 
1921, the WFFD cur-
rently operates with five 
fire stations throughout 
Wake Forest. Comprised of 
84 paid personnel, 24 part-
time employees and 30 
volunteers, the department 
provides fire protection, 
emergency medical and 
rescue services, as well as a 

public edu-
cation pro-
gram for 
the com-
m u n i t y. 
For more 
informa-
tion on 

the Wake 
Forest Fire 

D e p a r t -
ment, visit 

www.wakefor-
estnc.gov/fire. 
For more infor-

mation on the Town 
of Wake Forest and Wake 

Forest Fire Department 
merger, contact Chief Fi-
nancial Officer Aileen Sta-
ples at astaples@wakefor-
estnc.gov or 919-435-9561 
or Fire Chief Ron Early at 
rearly@wakeforestnc.gov or 
919-556-1966.

Wake Forest Fire Dept. merges with town
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Pilgram, John Wayne was not a racist

When I was a 
kid in Buf-
falo, N.Y., the 

Fourth of July was all about 
the fun and the noise. We’d 
light super snake coils and 
toss party snaps at each 
other’s feet; stick M80s in 
tennis balls, almost losing a 
finger in the process. We’d 
throw around firecrack-
ers and, if we got ahold of 
them, set up lines of demar-
cation and go to war with 
bottle rockets. Sometimes 
the fam would go to the city 
festivities – I recall one big 
affair held at Front Park by 
the Niagara River. There, 
Chubby Checker got on the 
mic and said “C’mon every-
body!” and we all got up and 
danced the Twist.

As you make that transi-
tion to adult, you realize that 
all those sparks, crackles and 
booms are meaningful – 
that they represent rockets, 
cannons and firepower of 
our wars for independence 
(1776 and 1812). Fourth 
of July festivities take on 
a more sobering meaning, 
with the knowledge of the 
men and women who have 
died and continue to sac-
rifice their lives for all our 
freedoms. I can’t speak for 

others, but when I see the 
firework bursts and hear the 
bangs and booms, in addi-
tion to being wowed at the 
sheer artistry of it all, it stirs 
my soul. I may be a godless, 
tree-hugging, union-loving, 
bleeding-heart peacenik, 
but I love this country and 
all it represents. People had 
to fight for freedom and 
equality, then as well as 
now.

My favorite Indepen-
dence Day event took place 
just after the turn of the 
century, in the Fourth of 
July Town of Castalia, N.C. 
Beth and I drove there from 
our then home in Louis-
burg, a straight shot down 
N.C. 56. We arrived too late 
to make it to the common 
area, so we did like the lo-
cals who parked alongside 
the road and sat atop their 
hoods and in their truck 
beds. At one point, an ap-
proaching thunderstorm 
blew in, setting off as many 
booms as the fireworks, each 
one echoing down our alley. 
After every one, the good ‘ol 
boys and girls would whoop 
and holler. It was infectious 
and we got to hollerin’ too. 
Excepting the flashes from 
above, it was dark, there 

were no city lights or smart-
phones or glowsticks or food 
trucks to pollute the night. 
Even though people were 
all around we felt insulated 
– like we were at that mo-
ment part of all of America 
and just two individuals cel-
ebrating alone.

My least favorite mo-
ment happened right here. 
At one Wake Forest event, 
the volunteer emcee, a de-
cent man who no doubt was 
just trying to work up some 
patriotic fervor, went too far 
and rambled on about how 
Christian the Founding 
Fathers were, saying in not 
so many words, if you aren’t 
Christian, you aren’t Ameri-
can, not really. On a day I’d 
sacrificed family time for (I 
almost always worked holi-
days), on this most sacred 
of days, our celebration of 
independence, we outli-
ers were told if you aren’t 
like us, you don’t belong. It 
stung. Town leaders were 
silent during the kerfuffle it 
caused in the ensuing days, 
which stung too.

When I think back on 
it, in a time when there’s 
so much hurt directed at 
people based on their skin 
color or other visual attri-

butes, I’m painfully aware 
that I was more easily able 
to shoulder that hurt be-
cause my religious belief 
leaves no visible mark – no 
one knew I was one of those 
other people. I just shut my 
mouth and said nothing, 
then or later. When you 
hear people talk about being 
anti-racist, about combating 
prejudice, what they mean 
is while it’s great most of us 
believe in equality, it doesn’t 
help if we let bigots speak 
in our place and not raise 
our voices or take action to 
counter it.

Every other Fourth cele-
bration has been wonderful. 

LEONE | conT’D on
pAgE 5 

American flag:
Afire or revered,

it unites
this nation

 
 

Only a handful of countries in the world do 
not punish by fine, jail time, or both the 
willful destruction of that nation’s flag.

America is one of them.
Not that there has never been a law for up to a year in 

prison for defacing the American flag, including fines, 
in 48 states at one point, but the United States Su-
preme Court in 1989 upheld the rights of protesters 
to burn the flag in a First Amendment, 5-4, landmark 
decision.

Right now, there is a proposal with U.S. Senate and 
House support that calls for a constitutional amend-
ment to allow Congress to have authority to ban the 
desecration of the United States flag.

As we approach the Fourth of July in 2020, the flag 
quickly brings to mind the scenes of recent violence 
and protests over systemic racial injustices —American 
flags torn down, set afire with the flames of unrest and 
disgust of many who want some type of justice and re-
demption that simply will never, ever come at the mere 
destruction of Old Glory.

Use this as a contrast to the disciplined, honorable 
burning of old, tattered flags this past weekend by the 
Wake Forest American Legion, Post 187. The symbolic 
respect and handling at the processional flag burning 
ceremony by veterans and many different ages, teens 
included, was a respite in the shadow of recent dark-
ened days and nights. These Americans, embracing 
the flag, are equally unlikely to change the ideals being 
touted to destroy, loot and rip to shreds the red, the 
white and the blue by their demonstration of tradition, 
loyalty and the due recognition of the price of freedom 
for us all.

The dichotomy can send a committed man from 
either perspective into passionate professions of his 
rights, his country’s rights and the rights that have and 
should have existed in the past and the rights that we 
will have in America when the dust of unrest settles in 
some unforeseeable future.

Today’s rights, however, seem to find no place in so 
much division. For whatever the rationale, a side must 
be taken, but no matter the grey areas, we must protect 
not only the physical flag on multiple levels but also 
within the spirit it lends to an American.

The American flag is our national symbol, and it’s a 
damn good one. We need the unity it can instill.

In as much as saluting it, speaking The Pledge of Al-
legiance to it and holding it in reverence down to the 
core of its visual presence, it is a symbol that holds dear 
to most — many a message, many emotions, embedded 
in morality and cemented by our differences as much as 
our agreements as a people.

It is flown half-mast when we mourn as a nation.
It is the symbol that has given every American sol-

dier in combat a glimpse for victory, unity, hope and 
freedom.

In 1909, Robert Peary placed an American flag, sewn 
by his wife, at the North Pole. 

In 1963, Barry Bishop placed the American flag on 
top of Mount Everest.

In July 1969, the American flag was "flown" in space 
when Neil Armstrong placed it on the moon. Flags 
were placed on the lunar surface on each of six manned 
landings during the Apollo program.

The American flag is always flown, 24 hours a day, 
at:

n Fort McHenry, National Monument and Historic 
Shrine, Baltimore.

n The United States Marine Corps Memorial (Iwo 
Jima), Arlington, Virginia

n  The White House, Washington, D.C.
n  United States customs ports of entry.
•n Grounds of the National Memorial Arch in Val-

ley Forge State Park, Valley Forge, Pennsylvania

It has inspired the writing of the National Anthem 
and The Pledge of Allegiance.

From sunrise to sunset, it waves us on at schools, hos-
pitals, government buildings, polling places, parades.

It remains a symbol of peace for the day — which 
gives it irrefutable power to stand and absorb any beat-
ings or stripping by its own under the U.S. Constitu-
tion.

With 13 horizontal stripes, seven red alternating with 
six white, the stripes represent the original 13 colonies 
and the stars represent the 50 states of the Union.

These colors paint the USA — past, present and fu-
ture — red, white and blue.

Red represents hardiness and valor.
 White symbolizes purity and innocence.
 And, blue represents vigilance, perseverance and, 

above all, justice.

Good morning. A family tra-
dition we had was on your first 
Christmas you got a red Radio 

Flyer wagon. If you were a boy, on your first 
birthday, you got toy six-shooter and holster. 

Don’t remember the wagon much, but I 
think if I looked hard enough at my mom’s 
house, I could find the gun and holster. There 
is a 45 -year-old orange Nerf ball that my 
great nieces and nephews still play with, so 
why not the 58-year-old cowboy rig?

It was a leather holster and a sturdy metal 
pistol. Not the cheap kind you see in Wal-
mart these days.

Needless to say, I played a lot of cowboy.  
It was harmless. It was usually just me and 
my imagination.

I would go to the theater to see John 
Wayne movies and got to stay up late if 
an Audie Murphy western was the late 
movie on television on the weekend.

I always admired Murphy for what he 
did in World War II.  He is most likely 
this country’s most decorated hero. I re-
member the day he died in a plane crash.

Wayne was and still is my favorite mov-
ie star. He wasn’t the best actor, but he did 
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The Wake Forest Town Hall and 
other administrative offices will be 
closed Monday, July 6, in observance 
of the Independence Day holiday. Yard 
waste collection will also be suspended, 
but curbside trash, recycling and bulk 
waste collection will not be affected.

 Yard Waste

Yard waste collection will resume 
Tuesday, July 7, at 7 a.m. Crews will 
follow the normal collection schedule 
beginning with Monday’s route. Col-
lection of the Tuesday, Wednesday, 
Thursday and Friday routes will occur 
throughout the remainder of the week 
until all routes have been completed.

 To ensure that all neighborhoods 
are serviced properly, please leave your 
normal yard waste at the curb by 7 a.m. 
Tuesday. As always, please avoid plac-
ing items on or near mailboxes, util-
ity boxes, utility poles or other fixed 
objects. For more information about 
Wake Forest Solid Waste Service, con-
tact the Public Works Department at 
publicworksdept@wakeforestnc.gov. 

 Taylor Street Park Sprayground
The Taylor Street Park Sprayground, 

416 N. Taylor St., is open daily Mon-
day-Saturday from 10 a.m.-7:30 
p.m. and Sundays from 1-8 p.m. The 
sprayground operates in two-hour ses-
sions, then closes 30 minutes for clean-
ing. A maximum of 16 people are al-
lowed inside during each session. For 
more information, visit https://bit.ly/
TaylorStParkSprayground.

 
Holding Park Aquatic Center

Holding Park Aquatic Center, 133 
W. Owen Ave., opens for the season 
Wednesday, July 1, at 9 a.m. Open 
swim times will be scheduled in three-
hour blocks, with one hour in between 
for cleaning. A maximum of 120 pa-
trons will be allowed inside the facil-
ity during each session. Patrons may 
register and pay for each session two 
hours to two weeks in advance. Reg-
istration begins today (Tuesday, June 
30). PLEASE NOTE: No walk-ins 
will be allowed. For complete informa-
tion on Holding Park Aquatic Center, 
including the open swim schedule, visit 
https://bit.ly/HoldingParkAquatic-
Center.

 Wake Forest Bus Service

Wake Forest Loops A and B, will be 
suspended Saturday, July 4, but both 
will resume their normal schedules 
July 6. Wake Forest-Raleigh Express 
service will resume July 6 after being 
suspended for several weeks due to 
COVID-19.

 Waste Wizard

Wake Forest residents are strongly 
encouraged to stay informed about the 
Town’s trash, recycling and yard waste 
collection programs, including changes 
to the normal collection schedules, 
by signing up for the “Waste Wiz-
ard.” Available on the Town’s website 
at http://bit.ly/WFWasteWizard, the 
Waste Wizard is an interactive tool 
that allows users to sign up for waste 
collection reminders and download 
collection schedules. As a bonus, the 
Waste Wizard is provided as a function 
on the Town of Wake Forest app. For 
more information or to download the 
Town’s app, visit http://bit.ly/TOW-
FApp.

 

July 4th
holiday

schedule

TOWN OF
WAKE FOREST

BY JAY LAMM
editor@WSJ30.com

Shorty’s Famous Hot Dogs has made it “all the 
way” to the top of Southern Living magazine’s list 
of The South’s Best Hot Dogs.

The historic Wake Forest restaurant is featured in 
the magazine’s July 2020 Southeast edition.

Just passing its 104th anniversary, the restau-
rant is in its fourth generation of ownership by the 
Joyner family.

The magazine said this about the historic hot dog 
stand:

“Step into Shorty’s, and you’re walking into over a 
century of history. First opened in 1916, this iconic 
Wake Forest stalwart is still run by the same family 
and churning out Jesse Jones brand red dogs, chili, 
mustard and freshly chopped onions top the All The 
Way, a staple at the college-town dive.”

Today’s owner, Chris Joyner, still mans the cast 
iron hot dog griddle and oversees the daily opera-
tions, preparing the dogs to order in a way that still 
carries the tradition of his family members before 
him.

Serving up homemade chili on Jesse Jones hot 
dogs continues to make this restaurant one of the 
state’s most popular places to get a hot dog. Shorty’s 
did add all beef hot dogs a few years ago and did not 
serve fries until the 1980s.

Stories of eating hot dogs over the years at 
Shorty’s are commonplace. Seniors telling of how 
their fathers brought them to eat a hot dog 70 years 
ago or tales of skipping school to shoot pool in the 
backroom 40 years ago, the memories are as abun-
dant as the onions chopped to go on the dogs.

Shorty’s has been at 214 S. White St. in down-
town Wake Forest for all but a few of its 104 years. 
Due to a fire, the restaurant had to move down the 
street but returned to its original location.

Once open 24 hours in the good ole days, the 
restaurant is now open Monday thru Friday 10:30 
a.m. to 7 p.m. and on Saturdays from 10:30 a.m. 
to 3 p.m.

Shorty’s named
one of South’s best

Shorty’s Famous hot Dogs, 214 S. white St., wake Forest is operated by Chris Joyner, the
fourth generation of his family to run the legendary restaurant.

 wSJPhoTo  |  KAThY hARRELSoN

Above, Southern Living magazine’s article
featuring Shorty’s Famous Hot Dogs in

its July 2020 issue, right.
PhoToS | ShoRTY’S

It takes a volunteer army many hours 
to put one on – an often thankless job. 
The July 3 fireworks are always a show: 
I love to watch the band party all night 
with couples and kids dancing and the 
crowd singing along. A local patriotic 
parachute team would often drop in 
before sunset. On July 4, the festivi-
ties continue: There’s that youth bike 
and wagon parade down North Main 
Street with children of all colors and 
creeds resplendent in their reds, whites 
and blues; the following kids party in 
Holding Park has all the coolest fun – 
seed spitting and sack racing, pie eat-
ing, face-painting and tugs-o-war.

Like nearly everything else, it’s on 
hold this year due to the coronavirus. 
But it’ll return. Our country will re-
bound. We’ll be one people again. You 
better believe it.

— David Leone is a writer, photog-
rapher and raconteur who has worked in 
Wake Forest since 2007 and lived there 
since 2012.Shorty’s has been in business since 1916.

Southern Living magazine honors the restaurant 
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In 2005, North Carolina passed a bill known collo-
quially as Pop the Cap, which allowed craft beer brew-
ers to exceed maximum alcohol per volume limitations 
from the 6 percent it had languished at for so long, to 
15 percent. Six percent was Budweiser, Michelob, and 
PBR territory. Popping the cap is what allowed the craft 
beer boom to take place, for which I (and many others) 
are eternally grateful.

In 2006, Big Boss Beer was formed, and in 2007, as a 
new (if not so young) reporter in Wake Forest, I inter-
viewed their brewmaster, Brad Wynn, who was then and 
still is a Heritage resident (with wife Lynn and three 
kids). Now, I’ve interviewed statesmen and entertainers, 
photographed daredevils and presidential candidates, 
hobnobbed with U.S. senators, and shook hands with 
governors, but I count that interview with Brad as my 
all-time favorite. I drove down to the Big Boss facility 
in Raleigh and Brad and I walked the floor while he 
explained their methods, their plans for bottling and his 
love for brewing. Then he took me to their tap room, 
which is where they’re allowed to sell their own beer to 
the public. It hadn’t opened for the day and it was just 
the two of us, he behind the bar, pouring shot glass sized 
brews for me to taste while he described what went into 
the making, and naming, of each sample: Bad Penny, 
Hell’s Belle, Angry Angel, Surrender Monkey.

I love craft beer, loved that one-on-one experience 
and have enjoyed immensely trying the many new brews 
made by the many breweries this state has had to offer 
since then. That’s one reason I was excited to find out that 
Brad was named the brewmaster, general manager, and 
a partner at Norse Brewing Company, which opened in 
downtown Wake Forest in December and just reopened 
as part of the easing of the COVID-19 restrictions. I 
met Brad there the other day and we talked about the 
ensuing years and what they want to do next.

“I love brewing beer. I also like the brew pub atmo-
sphere,” he told me, though sadly this time not from be-
hind the bar. “I fill out notebooks all the time with 20 or 
30 ideas and I might brew two.” But he holds onto the 
notebooks, knowing there’s always next season, always 
next year. After some years at Big Boss, the job stagnated. 
He was not allowed to use certain ingredients and they 
were limited in what they could brew, he said. They al-
ready had their standard beers, which are pretty popular 
across the state.

Norse has three other operating partners, Chris Jorgens-
en, the main owner, his wife Jennie, and Jeannie Drake, 
her twin sister, as well as 2-3 silent partners. They’re pretty 
hands-off. They want Brad to try new things. It’s exciting, 
he said. “I can brew with any ingredients I want. Chris is 
like, ‘Please, get the best you can buy. I want to see what 
you can do.’” Brad took the time during the coronavirus 
closure to brew up some new beers, and there are nine 
on tap now, with a witbier in the works. I’ve tried several, 
and enjoyed the Hella, an unfiltered Helles “cellar beer,” 
and the Phat Thor dark ale. I cared less for their Hammer 
Time Belgian Strong Ale, but one of my buddies says it’s 
his new favorite.

I’m impressed with their plans. He wants to can Norse 
beers, open multiple locations; brew craft sodas (if you’ve 
had White Street’s or Aviator’s root beers, you’d be 
wowed); brew their own ciders; and open a distillery to 
make spirits. The permissive atmosphere for these kinds 
of business didn’t previously exist in North Carolina (or 
locally), but now that these ideas are becoming welcomed, 
he’s excited about the future.

“Wake Forest has changed,” Brad said, offering kudos 
to both the town and the Wake Forest Downtown as-
sociation. “I don’t know if I could’ve done this five years 
ago.”

I, too, am looking forward to see what the next five 
years will bring.

WSJBUSINESS

Big plans
brewing

CONTRIBUTED TO WSJ
FROM WAKEFIELD ROTARY CLUB

Rubber ducks adopted by the public will 
race in the second annual Super Duper 
Duck Splash on Saturday, July 18, 2020, at 
the WRAL Soccer Park, 7700 Perry Creek 
Road, Raleigh.

A fundraiser for local youth-based 
nonprofits, the event is presented by the 
Wakefield Rotary Club of Wake Forest. 
Proceeds will be distributed to the club’s 
four Duck Buddies —Wake Forest Boys & 
Girls Club, Note in the Pocket, Kerr Fam-
ily YMCA and North Carolina Football 
Club Youth.

An individual duck can be adopted by 
the public for $5, or groups of ducks at a 
discount, with a chance to win cash total-
ing $3,000 and other prizes when ducks 
cross the finish line including last place.

With uncertainty of how the public will 
be allowed to gather during the pandemic, 
the Duck Race will be broadcast live on the 
Wakefield Rotary Facebook page (www.fa-
cebook.com/WakefieldRotary) beginning 
at 11 a.m. on July 18 with the duck race 
at noon.

If the public is allowed to gather to 
watch the Duck Race, there will be other 
attractions including a DJ and food trucks 
in Lot 5 of the WRAL Soccer Park.

To adopt ducks, read the rules and keep 
informed on recent news, visit www.NC-
DuckSplash.com or www.facebook.com/
WakefieldRotary.

Duck Splash
benefits local youth

wakefield Rotary Club’s second annual Super Duper Duck Splash is on Saturday, July 18, 11 a.m.
PhoToS  |  wAKEFIELD RoTARY CLUB

Duck Splash raises money for four local youth-based nonprof-
its. By adopting ducks for $5 or less, depending on the package 
purchased, participants have the chance to win $3,000 in cash 

and other prizes.

$3,000 in prize money for first three
rubber ducks to cross finish line

The Wake Forest Parks, Recreation & Cultural Resources Department 
will host a two-day online esports gaming tournament featuring “Rocket 
League” on Saturday and Sunday, Aug. 22-23. Open to players ages 10 and 
older, the inaugural “Battle in the Forest” will be played online and live 
streamed on Twitch.tv. Registration begins Wednesday, July 1, at https://bit.
ly/BattleintheForest, and the cost is $5 per player.

Teams comprised of three players each will compete in the two-day tour-
nament which will run in conjunction with “Bull City Gaming.” Qualifying 
rounds will take place Saturday with the top eight teams battling it out in 
the finals on Sunday.

The top two teams will receive a variety of prizes donated by Ads N Art 
Screenprinting, Chick-fil-A, Barton College Esports, Wake Forest Awards 
& Engraving and Play4Life Comics. 

Considered one of the top esports games in the nation, Rocket League is a 
vehicular soccer video game developed and published by Psyonix. The game 
was first released for Microsoft Windows and PlayStation 4 in July 2015, 
with ports for Xbox One and Nintendo Switch released later. 

According to Digital Trends, “There are few games that embody “pure 
fun” quite like Rocket League. It’s not a hard game to understand: You drive 
a car, you hit a massive ball into the opposing goal, and first team to score 
the most points wins. It’s that simplicity that makes Rocket League such an 
excellent game, though. No matter if you’re an indoctrinated RPG player 
with thousands of hours on record or someone who likes to take a load off 
with Animal Crossing, Rocket League has something for you.”

For more information, visit https://bit.ly/BattleintheForest or contact 
Recreation Center Supervisor Garrett Bryant at 919-554-6189 or gbryant@
wakeforestnc.gov.

“Battle in the Forest” registration begins July 1
Chase Barnes cruises

into third.
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Swamp Donkeys defeated Bull Durham Beer Company 
10-0 on Sunday as two pitchers combined to throw a shut-
out.

Starter Rob Woyicki and reliever Tyler Brown, with a 3 
inning save, shut down The Bull Durham Beer Company 
on Sunday, at Heritage High School.

The Donkey’s jumped on the scoreboard when number 

three hitter Chase Barnes tripled on a 1-2 count, knocking 
home Ken Glanville, who had hit into a fielder’s choice. 
Barnes would later score on a Justin Rogers single.  That is 
all of the offense the Donkeys would need.

Swamp Donkeys put up five runs in the fourth inning.  
The offensive firepower was led by Jacob Geotz, Chase 
Barnes, Justin Rogers, Carlos Mata, and Rock Faison, all 
sending runners across the plate with RBIs in the inning.

Rob Woyicki was the winning pitcher for Swamp Don-
keys. He allowed two hits and zero runs in the quality 

start, striking out one.  Brown threw three innings in relief 
to capture the save.

Swamp Donkeys collected seven hits.  Chase Barnes 
and Justin Rogers each had two hits  Chase Barnes scored 
on each of his plate appearances.  

The Swamp Donkeys will take the next weekend off to 
celebrate the July 4th Holiday.  The champs will be back 
in action on July 12 to play a double header against the 
Wasps.  The action kicks off at 1 p.m. at Heritage 300 
field.

Starting pitcher Rob woyicki takes the 10-0 win for the Swamp Donkey’s in their Sunday contest with the Bull Durham Beer Company.
 wSJPhoToS  |  JAY LAMM

Chase Barnes cruises
into third.

Rob Woyick talks over a
possibe balk call with umpires.

A Swamp Donkey gets the fat part of the bat on a pitch. 

Donkey’s pitch shutout



Page 8  |  The White street Journal  |  WSJNEWS  |  Wednesday, July 1, 2020  |  WsJ30.com  

A partnership between the Town of Wake Forest and 
Wake Electric has resulted in the installation of four elec-
tric vehicle (EV) charging stations at Joyner Park Com-
munity Center, 701 Harris Road. Available to the public 
and free of charge, the charging stations are ideally situated 
for electric vehicle owners visiting E. Carroll Joyner Park.

The two Tesla-specific and two Clipper-Creek charging 
stations are Level 2 charging stations capable of fully ener-
gizing an electric car in about three-to-six hours, depend-
ing on the vehicle. The four spaces also include extra room 
to meet ADA (Americans With Disabilities Act of 1990) 
requirements.

Wake Forest previously installed similar charging sta-
tions in the Town Hall parking lot, 301 S. Brooks St., 
and the Depot Parking Lot, 110 S. White St. Designed 
to accommodate the public, these stations, along with the 
four at JPCC, are located in parking spaces reserved for 
exclusive use by electric vehicles. The only caveat is that 
the vehicles can only occupy the spot for the time it takes 
to charge.

The availability of electric charging stations is especially 
vital as greater numbers of electric cars take to our streets 
and highways. As the popularity of electric vehicles grows, 
the accessibility of electric charging stations in public plac-
es offers both economic and environmental advantages. The 
stations in the town hall and depot parking lots provide 
drivers an incentive to visit downtown where they can eas-
ily charge up while shopping, sightseeing or dining - and 
ultimately drive longer distances, while the JPCC stations 
encourage drivers to experience and enjoy the amenities 
at Joyner Park. Second, because electric cars don't pollute 
as much as gas-powered cars, they are much better for our 
state's overall air quality.

 The Wake Forest Public Art Com-
mission is inviting artists to apply for 
an open call seeking temporary and 
permanent sculptures for future proj-
ects. These exhibits will provide for 
the display of public art sculptures 
and murals throughout Wake Forest.

 Local, state, national and inter-
national artists are invited to submit 

their sculptures for consideration 
for the outdoor sculpture exhibit at 
https://www.publicartist.org/call.
cfm?id=2699.

 An Artist Selection Committee 
comprised of arts professionals and 
representatives of the Town of Wake 
Forest, the PAC and Wake Forest 
Downtown will select the works of 

art for the sculpture exhibit. Selec-
tions will be based on artistic excel-
lence and the goal of exhibiting a 
variety of styles and media in appro-
priate sites.

 For more information, contact 
Renaissance Centre Specialist Debra 
Horton at 919-435-9566 or dhor-
ton@wakeforestnc.gov.  

 In an ongoing effort to promote art 
and creativity, while also emphasizing 
the importance of staying safe during 
the current COVID-19 pandemic, the 
Wake Forest Parks, Recreation & Cul-
tural Resources Department is now of-
fering take-home activity kits for chil-
dren ages 5-11 of all ability levels. As a 
special one-time offer, this week’s kits 
are free to the first 30 people to register 
in RecDesk. Future take-home activity 
kits with assorted themes will be of-
fered for $5 each.

 Featuring a “Fourth of July” theme, 

this week’s activity kit includes an activ-
ity/craft, glow bracelet, Independence 
Day-themed activity sheets and décor, 
and a festive recipe to try (ingredients 
not included). Each kit includes sup-
plies for one person and pre-registration 
is required. Please note: Due to the lim-
ited number of kits, a separate registra-
tion is required for each requested kit. 
The program is titled “01 Take-Home 
Activity Kit – Fourth of July.”

 Kits will be available for no-contact 
pickup Thursday, July 2, from 1-3 p.m. 
and Friday, July 3, from 10 a.m.-noon 

at Joyner Park Community Center, 701 
Harris Road.

 During pickup, please remain in 
your vehicle. A PRCR staff member 
will bring your kit to a table in the half 
circle at the front of the building. Once 
the staff member has stepped away 
from the table, one person may exit 
the vehicle to retrieve the kit from the 
table.

 For more information, contact Rec-
reation Specialist-Specialized Programs 
Kelly Schurtz at kschurtz@wakeforest-
nc.gov or 919-208-0828.

“This flag has served its nation well and long. It has worn to a condition 
in which it should no longer be used to represent the nation.”

FLAG RETIREMENT CEREMONY

Dave Singleton burns a flag during the flag retirement ceremony.
wSJPhoTo  |  JAY LAMM

Top, scouts fold flags. Bottom, American Legion members and scouts during 
opening of flag rertirement ceremony. PhoToS  |  AMERICAN LEGIoN 

 

Vehicle charging
stations installed

PRCR offering take-home activity 
kits for children ages 5-11

Public Art Commission
issues call to artists
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RALEIGH — Work crews were brought in Sunday to finish 
what protestors had started on the grounds of the Capitol building 
— take down statues honoring Confederate men and women.

Friday night, protestors tore down two statues from the base of 
the Confederate monument after making two attempts to do it 
earlier. Police intervened during the first attempt but were told to 
stand down by State Capitol Police Chief Hawley after a number 
of officers were injured during the protestors’ first attempt.  The 
protestors left after the first attempt then returned to pull the stat-
ues down and drug both down West Hargett Street, leaving one 
on the steps of the courthouse and the other hanging from a light 
post. They also vandalized a statue honoring the women of the 
Confederacy.

Over the weekend, Gov. Roy Cooper ordered the three statues 
honoring the Confederacy on the Capitol grounds removed.

The three statues removed are:

• The North Carolina Confederate Memorial. Part of the statue 
was torn down by protestors on Friday night. Work crews were still 
working to remove the base of the statue on Sunday afternoon. The 
statue was dedicated in 1895.

• The Monument to North Carolina Women of the Confederacy. 
The statue was vanalized on Friday night and removed by work 
crews on Saturday morning. The statue was dedicated in 1914 to 
recognize the sacrifices of North Carolina women during the Civil 
War.

• The Henry Lawson Wyatt Monument. The statue honored the 
man who was said be the first Confederate soldier killed during the 
Civil War. The monument was dedicated in 1912.

As the crews worked to remove the 75-foot-tall Confederate 
monument, people crowded around the Capitol Building. Some 
were just watching, others were praying in groups and some were 
singing hymns. One group was following a young man carrying 
a cross. A couple of girls were having a picnic in the middle of 
Hillsborough Street, just beyond the yellow police tape. Most of 
the crowd showed no emotion. They were protesting the heat more 
than any statue on the Capitol grounds. Most were there just to 
record history with a camera, an iPhone or a video camera.

One onlookeer did say he was worried the monument honoring 
the presidents born in North Carolina would be next. Of the three 
presidents, Andrew Johnson, Andrew Jackson and James K. Polk, 
Jackson and Johnson had a history of racism. Polk was instrumen-
tal in bringing Texas into the Union.

Law enfocement was represented by the Highway Patrol, Ra-
leigh Police, Capitol Police and probation officers. A temporay 
fence was around most of the Capitol Building grounds, and yellow 
police tape blocked off some roads and sidewalks.

As the afternoon turned into Sunday night, there was still a lot 
of work to do. One officer, wearing a bullet proof vest marked “Pro-
bations,” who was protecting the entrance of the Capitol Building 
said to a fellow officer, “It’s been a long day and there will be many 
more long days to come.”

Roads were blocked off around the Capitol building. Two young women sit in the middle of 
Hillsborough Street eating their lunches while watching the work crew.

The second fall
of the South

Monuments honoring the Confederacy brought
down, June 21, by protestors and Gov. Cooper

The top of the Confederate Memorial lays on the back of a truck while
workers try to remove the pedestal and base of the monument.

Left, the monument honoring the women of the Confederacy was vandal-
ized by protestors on Friday night and then removed on Saturday morning, 

June 20, by an order from Gov. Roy Cooper. Right, the statue honoring henry 
Lawson wyatt, known as the first Confederate soldier killed in the Civil war, 

was also removed June 20.

A worker adjusts the strap around the pedestal of the statue honoring Con-
federate soldiers on the grounds of the State Capitol. The statue was one of 

three removed by protestors and an order from Gov. Roy Cooper.
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stabilize our trends,” said Cooper. “We need to all work to-
gether so we can protect our families and neighbors, restore our 
economy, and get people back to work and our children back to 
school.” 

“I know North Carolinians are strong, resilient and care deep-
ly about our communities. We pride ourselves on helping our 
neighbors. The best way we can do that now is by taking the 
simple action of wearing a face covering that covers your nose 
and mouth. If we each do our part, we can get back to the people 
and places we love,” said Cohen.

Growing evidence shows that cloth face coverings, when worn 
consistently, can decrease the spread of COVID-19, especially 
among people who are not yet showing symptoms of the vi-
rus. Until now, face coverings had been strongly recommended. 
Under today’s executive order, people must wear face coverings 
when in public places where physical distancing is not possible. 

In addition, certain businesses must have employees and cus-
tomers wear face coverings, including retail businesses, restau-
rants, personal care and grooming; employees of child care cen-
ters and camps; state government agencies under the Governor’s 
Cabinet; workers and riders of transportation; and workers in 
construction/trades, manufacturing, agriculture, meat processing 
and healthcare and long-term care settings.

“Wearing a face covering is an easy thing to do that can make 
a huge impact for all of us. A major spike in cases would be cata-
strophic to the system, and without your cooperation, nurses and 
our fellow healthcare providers will have a harder time caring 
for sick patients for weeks and months to come,” said Dennis 
Taylor, a nurse, and president of the North Carolina Nurses As-
sociation. 

Based on the metrics laid out in April by Cooper and Cohen, 
North Carolina is evaluating a combination of the data from 
the following categories that shows the indicators moving in the 
wrong direction, causing officials to implement today’s pause in 
Phase 2. 

Trajectory in COVID-Like Illness (CLI) Surveillance Over 
14 Days

North Carolina’s syndromic surveillance trend for COVID-
like illness is increasing.

Trajectory of Lab-Confirmed Cases Over 14 Days
North Carolina’s trajectory of lab-confirmed cases is starting 

to level but is still increasing.
Trajectory in Percent of Tests Returning Positive Over 14 

Days
North Carolina’s trajectory in percent of tests returning posi-

tive remains elevated. 
Trajectory in Hospitalizations Over 14 Days
North Carolina’s trajectory of hospitalizations is increasing, 

though we have capacity in our healthcare system.
In addition to these metrics, the state continues building ca-

pacity to be able to adequately respond to an increase in virus 
spread. These areas include:

Laboratory Testing 

North Carolina is averaging more than 17,000 tests a day for 
the past week and there are more than 500 sites listed on online 
plus additional pop-up sites. 

North Carolina labs and labs around the country are seeing 
supply shortages for laboratory chemicals needed to process 
tests.

Tracing Capability

There are over 1,500 full-time and part-time staff support-
ing contact tracing efforts at the local health department level, 
including the 309 Carolina Community Tracing Collaborative 
contact tracers. These new hires reflect the diversity of the com-
munities they serve, and 44 percent are bilingual.  

Personal Protective Equipment 

Our personal protective equipment (PPE) supplies are stable.
Wake Forest had not made masks mandatory, but Mayor 

Vivian Jones said Wednesday, after Gov. Cooper’s mandate, the 
town would follow his order.

them they will get their test results in two or three days. 
Everyone tested gets a call.”

Advance Community Health offers free COVID-19 
testing events at least four days a week around the Tri-

angle area, with one always scheduled in Cary. They also 
provide testing for the homeless.

“We need people to take this virus seriously. Wear a 
mask when you’re in public and practice social distanc-
ing. Not everyone infected shows symptoms,” Davis 
added.

he did always seem to come across as a man of char-
acter, who knew right from wrong and tried to do the 
right thing. I know it was just Hollywood, but as a kid 
and a maturing man, I took a lot of it to heart.

Outside of the movies, Wayne was a symbol of 
America — a true patriot. He had no problem speak-
ing his heart about issues. And just like me in my col-
umn sometimes, he may have said something that just 

doesn’t come out as clear and understandable as he had 
hoped.

John Wayne is as American as Uncle Sam, and two 
paragraphs said in an interview that is almost 50 years 
old doesn’t change that. Especially if you read it with-
out your “race card” glasses on.

But then any group that would think Abraham Lin-
coln is a racist would certainly put John Wayne in their 
sights.

TEST | conT’D froM pAgE 1

The mass of extremely dry and dusty air known as the Saharan Air Layer forms over the Sahara Desert and moves across the North Atlantic every three to five 
days from late spring to early fall, peaking in late June to mid-August, according to the National oceanic and Atmospheric Administration. The mass is particu-

larly intense this year — bringing on some extraordinary sunsets in the United States, including this one Tuesday in wake Forest. 
WSJ PHOTO  |  KATHY HARRELSON

Dust in the wind

MASK | conT’D froM pAgE 1
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Top, Shaundra Braxton labels a test tube containing a paitent’s swab. Below, from left, Kristy 
henry, wilmary Silva and Shauntell washington handled the registration for the event.

WSJ PHOTOS  |  JAY LAMM


