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Donations of food are accepted at Tri-Area Ministry in Wake Forest. The 
nonprofit will help community groups or even neighborhoods put together 
a food drive. Since the Coronavirus affected North Carolinians, the pantry 

has seen a never-ending line of cars with people needing
food during distribution times.
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Alcohol on downtown 
sidewalks proposed
Outside seating approved by commissioners

 FROM STAFF REPORTS

Serving liquor on the downtown side-
walks of Wake Forest is a step away from 
being approved by the Wake Forest Board 
of Commissioners.

The board voted earlier this week, 
upon on a first reading, during a regular 
monthly meeting, to approve proposed 
ordinance changes that could eventually 
allow businesses that serve food in the 

downtown area to serve malt beverages, 
wines and mixed drinks.

Because the vote was not a super ma-
jority, a second reading is necessary, and 
a vote is expected May 19 during a board 
meeting. The vote on April 21 was 3-2, 
with commissioners Jim Dyer and Chad 
Sary voting against the liquor ordinance 
changes.

Had the vote been 4-1 or unanimous 
the liquor amendments would have been 
adopted.

While final word on the 
change to liquor consumption 
outside is on hold, the board 
did approve of outdoor seating 
areas, including sidewalks, as an 
accessory use for a restaurant, 
bar/tavern or other uses where 
food or beverages are served for 
consumption.

The existing town ordinance does not 

Every little bit helps 

Cooper
will not
reopen
schools

Volunteer Debra King of Tri-Area Ministry Food Pantry has watched the number of those in need of
emergency food nearly double in the last couple of months, onset by the Coronavirus, she suspects..
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FROM STAFF REPORTS

The Wake Forest commissioners 
have annexed and rezoned 271.8 acres 
near the 1700 block of Averette Road, 
the town reports.

The area is the proposed site of an 
890-unit subdivision over the next 10 
to 12 years.

The annexation brought out a couple 
of dozen opposers to a regular board 
meeting April 21. They had concerns 
about the environment, flooding and 
infrastructure.

Commissioners
annex Averette
Road property

BY KATHY HARRELSON
For the WSJ

With incomes hard-hit due to the Coro-
navirus, many are finding it exceptionally 
hard to feed themselves and their families 
— throughout the world, the nation, the 
state and right here in Wake Forest.

Many food pantries and banks in North 
Carolina received much needed support this 
week with deployment of about 300 Nation-
al Guardsmen to seven food banks. They are 
tasked with helping load, sort and distribute, 
duties often done by volunteers. Except now, 
those volunteers, many of whom are in the 
virus’ at-risk groups in age or medical condi-
tions, are staying put and safe at home.

Wake Forest, however, proves to be an ex-
ception.

On Wednesday (April 22) Tri-Area Min-
istry off Holding Avenue was getting ready 
for an expected onslaught of people in the 
Wake and Franklin counties’ areas to come 
and get food from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Distri-

BY KATHY HARRELSON
For the WSJ 

The final bell for the 2019-20 academ-
ic year in North Carolina has sounded.

On Friday, state Gov. Roy Cooper 
and education leaders announced that 
public schools in the state will not re-
open this year, keeping the 1.5 million 
students statewide on virtual classroom 
instruction, which started about two 
weeks ago.

Schools had been set to be closed at 
least through May 15; they were closed 
by executive order on March 14.

The school closings for the year is to 
try to keep the Coronavirus in check 
and keep students and school personnel 
safe, Cooper said. The governor also on 
Thursday (April 23) extended a stay-at-
home executive order from April 30 to 

FINALBELL

Outlines plan to
restart economy
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Utility Service Contractors, a private 
contractor working on behalf of the Town 
of Wake Forest, recently began installing 
a high-speed fiber network to support the 
town’s public safety efforts and critical ad-
ministrative activities. CTC Technology & 
Energy is managing the $2.5 million in-
stallation, which will initially interconnect 
14 town facilities before expanding to serve 
businesses and residential neighborhoods.

 “The fiber we are installing is to connect 
all of the town facilities and to be used for 
public safety purposes,” said  Mayor Vivian 
Jones.

“Hopefully the network can be expanded 
at some point in the future to include busi-
nesses and perhaps residential.” 

In 2016 Wake Forest selected CTC to 
develop a broadband feasibility study to in-
clude high-level design and cost estimates 
to connect town facilities and other points 
of interest. As part of the study, CTC con-
ducted a comprehensive needs assessment, 
examined the town’s broadband market and 
services, and evaluated the potential role of 
existing town assets in enabling broadband 
before delivering its findings in early 2017.

Extending from Town Hall, the current 
fiber network installation is the next step in 
implementing the CTC report.

 Residents can track the progress of the fi-
ber installation by visiting the town’s website 
at www.wakeforestnc.gov/projects-initia-
tives/information-technology.

Town begins 
installing 

high-speed 
fiber network

A series of storms over the last few weeks 
brought gusty winds and heavy rains to the 
community leaving behind downed trees, 
tree limbs and branches. Beginning Thurs-
day, April 23, the Town of Wake Forest 
will begin picking up piles of storm debris, 
including tree limbs and branches, across 
town.

 To mitigate safety concerns and adhere to 
social distancing guidelines, Public Works 
will use equipment operated by a single 
employee. The equipment is not capable of 
picking up containers, grass clippings, loose 
leaves or bags of leaves, so those items will 
not be collected.

 Again, only piles of tree limbs and branch-
es will be collected. Residents should place 
their limbs and branches behind the curb for 
pick-up. This process may take several weeks 
to complete, so the patience and understand-
ing of residents is much appreciated.

 Please note: This is not a resumption of 
our normal yard waste collection service, 
which is still suspended due to COVID-19 
until further notice.

Wake Forest to
begin collecting

storm debris

The Town of Wake Forest is 
wrapping up a series of #Stay-
StrongWF contests in April by 
offering local families a plat-
form to celebrate those things 
for which they are thankful 
during the current COVID-19 
pandemic.

 During the week of April 
27, Wake Forest families are in-
vited to share photos of people 
(friends, family, neighbors), 
places (local church, business, 
restaurant, park, greenway) and 
things (tissue, hand sanitizer) 
they are thankful for through 
the online form on our web-
site at https://bit.ly/WFGrat-
itudeWeek.

Throughout the week, we’ll 
post on the Town of Wake 
Forest Facebook page the pic-
tures we’ve received and up-
load them to our online photo 
gallery. The town also invites 

residents to post your pictures 
on social media and use the 
hashtag #StayStrongWF.

 At the end of the week, 
the town will announce on 
Facebook three winners who 
will receive a special prize. 
For more information, visit 
https://bit.ly/WFGratitude-
Week.

Finally, please remember 
that we’re all in this together, 
so we all have an important 
role to play in preventing the 
spread of COVID-19 in our 
community. Please do your part 
by practicing these guidelines:

n Stay home 
n Cover your mouth and nose 

when you cough and sneeze
n Wash your hands frequent-

ly with soap and warm water
n Avoid touching your face
n Keep distance between 

yourself and others

Construction of the new Supremia Dentist building is progressing. The dentist office located at  1711 S. Main St. 
will be moving across the street when their new building is completed. Their is no time frame for the move.
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Moving across the street

#StayStrongWF Gratitude Week, April 27- May 1

The Wake Forest Police De-
partment made the following 
arrests from April 16 thru 21: 

April 16
n Rodney Johnathan Little, 

49, Stapleford Lane, Fuquay 
Varina: misdemeanor domestic 
violence protective order viola-
tion; no bond.

April 17
n Collin John Lauchie Mac-

kay, 23, Cornwell Drive, Wake 
Forest: driving while impaired; 
released without bond.

n Cindy Isenhour Nance, 
47, Canvas Drive, Wake For-
est: simple assault; no bond.

April 18
n Robert James Jefferys, 52,  

Privette Road, Wendell: as-
sault with deadly weapon with 
intent to kill inflicting serious 
injury and assault with a dead-
ly weapon inflicting serious in-
jury; $400,000 secured bond.

n Tyson Malik Joyner, 20, 
Wingate Song Court, Knight-
dale: felony possession of a 
schedule four controlled sub-

stance; $4,000 secured bond.

n Cheyenne McDougald, 50, 
Caspan St., Raleigh: failure to 
appear; $500 unsecured bond.

April 19
n Javeesha Nichelle Cam-

eron, 26, Granvile St., Oxford: 
failure to appear and driving 
with license revoked; $1,000 
secured bond.

n Joseph Ralph Picariello, 
Stackhurst Way, Wake Forest: 
assault on a female; no bond.

April 21

n Dana Odell Cooley, 53,  
Gilcrest Farm, Wake Forest: 
misdemeanor larceny; $1,000 
unsecured bond.

n Jeremy Ramon Hill, 26, 
Shallowbrook Trail, Raleigh: 
possession with intent to sell 
or deliver marijuana, felony 
maintaining a vehicle or dwell-
ing for a controlled substance 
and resisting public officer; 
$120,000 secured bond.

WFPD arrests for April 16-21
POLICE BLOTTER
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FROM STAFF REPORTS

The 2020 REX Hospital Open has been canceled in 
response to the coronavirus pandemic.

UNC REX Healthcare is the title sponsor of the tour-
nament, cancelled by the PGA TOUR.

As an organization on the front lines of the pandemic, 
UNC REX recognizes that the community’s focus can’t 

waiver from the fight against coronavirus. The REX Hos-
pital Open requires more than 400 volunteers every year 
to be successful, including many staff from UNC REX.

“The safety of our co-workers, volunteers, spectators, 
sponsors and community is paramount,” said Ernie Bovio, 
president of UNC REX. “The REX Healthcare Founda-
tion will miss proceeds from this year’s event, but this is 
the right decision to make.”

The REX Hospital Open is the largest and most suc-

cessful annual fundraiser for the REX Healthcare Foun-
dation. This year, 156 professional golfers were scheduled 
to compete at The Country Club at Wakefield Plantation, 
May 28-31.

“While it’s disappointing that the 2020 REX Hospital 
Open is canceled, this was a necessary precaution and we 
will shift our planning toward putting on a world class 
tournament for Raleigh to enjoy in 2021,” tournament 
Chairman Brad King said.

aaron Graber pumps gas this week at the Exxon station right off Capital 
Boulevard on Main Street, Wake Forest. The price is below the national 

average — a glowing, red $1.49 a gallon, unleaded.
WSJ PhOTO  |  KaThy harrELSOn

BY KATHY HARRELSON
for the WSJ

Talk about all dressed up and nowhere 
to go.

Wake Forest gas prices have hit $1.49 
a gallon at the Exxon station off Main 
Street, and one day later Gov. Roy Coo-
per put on the brakes for sales by extend-
ing the state’s initial April 30 stay-at-
home order until at least May 8.

There are more than a dozen states 
selling gas at less than $1 a gallon, with 
prices expected to go even lower, accord-
ing to AAA – Auto Club Group.

Consumers are driving less with re-
strictive orders in place and because of 
the Coronavirus. The national average at 
$1.82 fell from the previous week by 6 
cents, AAA reports. This time last year, 
the national average was $283. An April 
15 report from GasBuddy, measures U.S. 
demand for gas down by 20 percent. Late 
April numbers are showing a 50 to 70 
percent drop compared to the previous 
two months.

Gas under $1 can be pumped in Ar-

kansas, Colorado, Iowa, Kansas, Ken-
tucky, Michigan, Mississippi, Missouri, 
New York, Ohio, Oklahoma, Virginia 
and Wisconsin.

Crude oil prices — at $17.30 Thursday 
night, April 23 — crept up from the early 
week’s crash that sent the price into nega-
tive numbers for the first time in history.

History Made

The U.S. oil futures market was up-
ended Monday (April 20) as a growing 
glut of supply and weak demand put fund 
managers and retail investors in the po-
sition of potentially having to take pos-
session of thousands of barrels of crude 
that they would not be able to store any-
where.

This caused a panic that sent U.S. May 
futures that expired Tuesday from $18 a 
barrel to a close of minus-$37.63, mean-
ing sellers would have to pay buyers to 
take their barrels away.

As a result, many brokers this past 
week froze oil trades on futures for June 
and July to give the market a time to sta-
bilize.

Rex Open canceled due to Coronavirus pandemic

Gas prices fall, nowhere to go

It doesn’t take much to realize spring-
time has arrived in Wake Forest. On 
the campus of the Southeastern Bap-
tist Theological Seminary, above and 
to the right, an array of tulips, petu-
nias, and crepe myrtles have left a 
painted canvass sprawling across the 
lawns. One Wake Forest lawn, off 
Main Street, top right, is adorned with 
a blossoming mix of flowers that blan-
kets a slight decline to the sidewalk.

WSJ PhOTOS  |  KaThy harrELSOn

Flowers signal
springtime

During the week of April 20, the Town of Wake Forest has scheduled road projects on East 
Holding Road and East Juniper Avenue.

The town will temporarily reduce to one lane with intermittent two-way traffic the portion 
of East Holding Avenue from South Main Street/US 1A to South White Street daily from 8 
a.m.-3 p.m. The temporary closure is necessary to allow crews to repair the sidewalk.

 A signed detour will be in place directing motorists around the work areas. Delays are 
expected, so drivers are encouraged to take an alternate route if possible.

Drivers expect delays along East Juniper Avenue from North White Street to Jubilee 
Court daily from 8 a.m.-4 p.m. State Contracting, a private contractor working on behalf 
of the Town of Wake Forest, will periodically reduce to one lane with intermittent two-way 
traffic portions of the roadway.

 No detours will be posted, but signage and flaggers will be in place to safely direct traffic 
through the work area. 

During the week of April 20, drivers should

Traffic Alerts
WSJ PhOTO  |  KaThy harrELSOn
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The pros and cons of change

david LEonE

Jay Lamm

I’ve discovered some 
videos I’d shot a de-
cade ago in an effort 

to document my work life as 
a community newspaper re-
porter. Watching myself and 
others, and seeing the town 
back then, got me to thinking 
about what has changed, for 
better or worse, in the last 10 
years.

1. Social media. I started 
using Facebook in 2007, be-
cause the young reporters were 
all over it and let me know how 
out of touch I was. By 2010, I’d 
gotten up with old classmates, 
distant family, and so on. I got 
on Instagram a bit later just for 
pictures (mostly of cats), and 
used Twitter solely for work, 
but Facebook eventually took 
over my life. This I don’t like 
at all. It’s become much more 
obvious since the coronavirus 
struck, not only making us 
all even bigger junkies for the 
news, but also, for those off 
work, filling up our days. As 
much as I want a cure for the 
virus, and help for the hurting 
businesses and workers, what 
I’d like the most after the 
crisis is to use Facebook only 
occasionally, like in the olden 
days: to minimize the political 
blather (I’m just as guilty of it) 

and use it solely for catching 
up and fun stuff.

2. Wide open spaces. 
There’s a planet in the Star 
Wars universe called Corus-
cant that has been so over-
developed there’s no natural 
ground left, and is covered 
entirely by city. It would be 
a terrible exaggeration to say 
that’s what the Triangle area 
is becoming, but I do think 
of it when I see chunk after 
chunk of Wake Forest getting 
paved over. One video shows 
the southwest corner at Rog-
ers and Forestville roads in 
2010, and it’s gloriously green. 
I think Publix is a great store; 
I’m pleased we have a second 
Chick-fil-A; and my wife loves 
the homemade chips at Ru-
dino’s, but we’d gladly trade it 
all away to get a little of that 
nature back.

I also didn’t care for the lev-
eling of the little hill at Rogers 
and South Main. Contours are 
part of the feel of a town. I get 
that it’s easier and cheaper for 
development, but sometimes 
they go too far. For example, 
one developer in northern 
Wake Forest submitted a proj-
ect that straddled the water 
basin demarcation line. He 
would’ve had to reduce density 
(homes per acre) on the one 

side due to water protection 
rules, but instead was simply 
allowed to build up a dirt mesa 
of sorts so the water would 
flow downhill the other way, 
into the other basin, the one 
that allows denser develop-
ment. Rules, schmules!

3. The places you’ll go. I 
do like all the restaurant, bar 
and entertainment choices the 
community has now, both new 
and old. Many of my favorite 
spots from a decade ago have 
flourished because of customer 
loyalty, solid decision making 
on their part, and good food, 
etc. A decade ago my favor-
ite bookstore and comic book 
shop (both stocked with cool 
stuff and even cooler owners) 
hadn’t yet opened; and there 
were no breweries – White 
Street Brewing had yet to be 
born, and wasn’t that an excit-
ing time!

4. Friends lost and gained. 
Some friends, family and ac-
quaintances have passed on. 
I have video of a co-worker, 
Steve, a quirky and cool guy, 
who died from cancer a few 
years ago. One can’t change 
that kind of past. But I’ve 
also grown apart from the 
crowd I used to hang with. I 
found video of us all going out 
midweek for “Wine Wednes-

days.” I miss those times. I’ve 
new friends too. Until the vi-
rus hit, I’d gotten into a new 
Dungeons and Dragons group 
(which I hadn’t played since 
the early ’80s). But as much 
as I enjoy my cleric and el-
ven archer, I’m willing to put 
off that fun awhile. In place 
of fighting trolls, dragons and 
monsters, one of the group 
members, Chris, is now deal-
ing with the very real danger 
of COVID-19 as a healthcare 
worker. All my other wants 
and needs can wait while he 
suits up daily for a very real 
battle..

— David Leone is a writer, 
photographer and raconteur 
who has worked in Wake For-
est since 2007 and lived there 
since 2012.

Wake Forest too immature
for sidewalk drinking

As we sit back and analyze what is going 
on around us because of the Coronavi-
rus pandemic, there are several groups 

in our communities who are truly going without.
Among them, we believe are the homeless, el-

derly populations and those who fall into food 
insecurity.

Food insecurity is a bureaucratic way of say-
ing hungry — not “hungry” in the sense that you 
want a bag of chips or a honey bun. This hunger is 
deep down, frightening and typically long-term. 
This hunger haunts. It is often only temporarily 
solved, and even though relief can come, tomor-
row only brings another day of wondering where 
and when the next mouthful will come. “Won-
dering,” too, is light in description of the pain and 
suffering imposed, and the long-term effects are 
well documented to show how the overall health 
of a person is diminished by poor nutrition and 
hunger.

In this country it is unspeakable that anyone 
goes hungry. Consider the waste of food here; 
consider the absolute abundance. Yet, every day, 
in every state, in every town, there are people 
who do not get enough to eat. These are facts that 
should scream out to everyone of us, but mostly 
there is complacency. It is a hushed acceptance 
that someone here, tonight, goes to sleep hungry.

Looking straight down the gruesome, dark 
throat of the Coronavirus, we here in Wake For-
est are obligate to step up, to take action to make 
sure that food is accessible to anyone whom may 
need it. Before the virus the statistics revealed 
desperation. Today they are reminders of how 
fortunate — even in the world of moderate re-
strictions — most of us are, and they are a call 
to act.

Tri-Area Ministry Food Pantry is an immedi-
ate, local answer. You can donate food items just 
by driving up to the Holding Avenue front. The 
pantry is operated solely by volunteers: no wages 
paid, so all donations — 100 percent — make 
their ways to someone in need. Those who need 
food are protected and greeted by volunteers 
wearing masks and gloves when they pull up to 
get food loaded into their cars at absolutely no 
cost.

With schools out indefinitely and household 
budgets pushed to their limits, one major con-
cern for us all should be: Are our children in food 
insecure situations getting enough food?

We commend Gov. Roy Cooper’s expediency 
in getting federal funds this past week for the 
Pandemic Electronic Benefit Transfer program, 
which provides a benefit on an EBT card to 
families whose children are eligible for free and 
reduced lunch at school.

Families will receive $250 in P-EBT benefits 
per child. North Carolina is one of four states to 
have this funding already approved through the 
United States Department of Agriculture.

According to USDA, there are about 40 mil-
lion Americans, including 12 million children, 
who face food insecurity. Children in food-inse-
cure household have rates of lifetime asthma di-
agnosis and depressive symptoms that were 19.1 
percent and 27.9 percent higher than those chil-
dren not in food insecurity situations. Rates of 
foregone medical care were 179.8 percent higher, 
and rates of emergency department use were 2.9 
percent higher, according to the Journal of the 
America Academy of Pediatrics.

Don’t get lost in the numbers. Each one has a 
face. Whether we have five, 10, 100 or more in 
Wake Forest who are food insecure it is too many 
when the solution is at individual fingertips.

Consider a community food drive. Consider 
a monetary donation. For every $5 given to Tri-
Area Ministry Food Pantry, the leaders there can 
buy $25 worth of food at the state Food Bank. 
Consider taking 10 cans of food every week or 
two to the pantry as part of your routine grocery 
shopping; https://www.triareaministry.com/vol-
unteer/

In this day and time of instability, when so much 
is out of our control, the plague of food insecurity 
is near-completely reigned in locally with collec-
tive efforts and generous hearts.

END OF STORY

Lamm  |  cont’d on PagE 5

Good morning. The legal drink-
ing age in North Carolina is 
21. Sometime years of maturity 

don’t match someone’s age.
The Town of Wake Forest is proposing 

the drinking of alcohol on the sidewalks of 
downtown. If the amendment to the town 
code passes, customers will be able to enjoy 
beer, wine and liquor at sidewalk tables.

I can understand why they want to do 
this. They think it will bring more people 

downtown. They will stay longer and spend 
more money. It also adds a “cool factor” to 
Wake Forest.

I’m all for allowing businesses to make 
more money, but I do have concerns.

Anyone who has ever been to a “Friday 
Night on White” sees what downtown can 
become with 40ish parents with beers in 
hand and their children running around 
like free range chickens. Men and women 
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WSJOBITUARIES

Virginia Z Catenis
Oct. 10, 1929 ~ April 18, 2020 

Virginia Catenis, 90, of Raleigh, peacefully 
passed away April 18, 2020 in Wake Forest.  
Virginia was born in Richmond to Savas and 
Edna Zambetis.

Virginia worked in banking and retail be-
fore retiring to spend more time with her 
family.  She was a loving wife, mother, grand-
mother and great-grandmother who was very 
involved with her church and friends.  Vir-
ginia loved to dance.  She also enjoyed sew-
ing and making wreaths and other crafts.  She 
was spunky (not afraid to say what she feels), 
stubborn(and hard-headed), generous (would 
do anything for the people around her) and 
took great pride in her Greek heritage.   She 
will be sorely missed by all who knew and 
loved her but she is with George so she is at 
peace.  

Virginia is preceded in death by her hus-
band of 56 years, George. 

She is survived by her daughters, Anna An-
derson and Demi Adams; her grandchildren: 
Stacey Nelson, Christopher Poland, Christina 
Aponte, Beth Moody, and Daniel Anderson; 
her great grandchildren: Ashley Nelson, Syd-
ney Nelson, Dylan Poland, Skylar Poland, 
London Moody and Bellamy Moody; and 
numerous nieces and nephews.  

A private service will be held for the family 
at Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox Church, in 
Raleigh. Entombment will take place at Ra-
leigh Memorial Park.

A service of Bright Funeral Home 405 S. 
Main St. Wake Forest.

Kenneth John Grimes
Aug. 26, 1956 ~ April 16, 2020

Kenneth Grimes, 63, of Raleigh, passed 
away on April 16, 2020 in Raleigh. He was 
born on August 26, 1956 in San Bernardino, 
California, a son of the late Melvin and Viola 
Grimes.

Ken was a graduate of San Dimas High 
School and served in the US Navy for four 
years as a hospital Corpsman. He was known 
as a family man, having always put his family 
as his number one priority. Ken really enjoyed 
the freedom motorcycling brought him, it was 
a big part of his life. He would ride up and 
down route 66 with his friend Jack Daniels 
in his saddle bag. Ken was a drummer and 
enjoyed playing his whole life. He was also a 
lighthouse enthusiast, beach goer, and enjoyed 
taking care of his fish aquariums.

Ken is survived by his partner of 20 years, 
Amanda Serna of Raleigh, his children: Jen-
nifer Houchens and her husband Daniel of 
Wendell, Jessica Watkins and her husband 
Richard of Youngsville, Kenny Grimes and 
his companion, Amber Allen of TX, Tamra 
Grimes of CA, Diana Waddington of Raleigh 
and Vicente Serna of FL;  grandchildren: 
Kennedy Lynn, Jackson Cole, Autumn Re-
ece, Enrique, Zonedra, Katelyn, Zachery and 
Jeremiah Bradshaw. He will also be missed  
by, John and Linda Nance, Hillel Dorel, and  
Sherry Smith.

Private services will be held for the family.
A service of Bright Funeral Home, 405 S 

main St. Wake Forest.

Obituary submissions
Once we have lived a full life, com-

fort is needed to those left behind af-
ter death. The WSJ respects this. lo-
cal people should be remembered in 
a record for generations to come. The 
WSJ accepts obituaries, at no cost, that 
describe who your beloved really was. 
Did he have a best friend to mention? 
A faithful pet? Did she have the best 
apple pie ever? In the notice, be free 
to tell his/her story like is should be. 
Keep the length to about 750 words. 
Photos of the deceased with family are 
welcomed. We will accept one portrait 
photo and one photo of your choice. 
Please identify those in the photos as 
best as possible.

Send obituary submissions to editor@
wsj30.com.

Having a guest speaker? Or having a fundraiser to help out a building fund? Wake Forest is brimming with churches and religious 
activities, and we will publish your news, complimentary. Photos of programs and other activities are welcomed. Please include names 
of those in the photos and limit your information to about 250 words. Send to editor@wsj30.c0m.  Above is the South Main Baptist 
Church.  WSJ PhOTO  |  KaThy harrELSOn

We Want Your Church News

Following a two-week suspension of 
service due to COVID-19, Simple Recy-
cling will resume its collection program in 
Wake Forest on Monday, April 27. Anyone 
in need of extra bags should contact Sim-
ple Recycling directly at 866-835-5068 or 
info@simplerecycling.com.

 In April 2019 Simple Recycling and the 
Town of Wake Forest partnered to offer an 
initiative that allows Town sanitation cus-
tomers to recycle clothing, shoes and vari-

ous accessories. To kick off the program, 
Town sanitation customers received in the 
mail an orange and green-colored “Simple 
Recycling” postcard offering details, along 
with an orange bag. Customers can fill the 
orange bag with pre-loved clothing, shoes 
and accessories, then set the bag out next 
to their recycling cart on their normal col-
lection day. Simple Recycling drivers will 
pick up the bags and leave replacement 
bags behind.

 Simple Recycling is a for-profit recy-
cler that will accept include men's cloth-
ing, women's clothing, children's clothing, 
coats and jackets, jewelry, shoes, purses, 
hats, toys, blankets, drapes/curtains, pil-
lows, sleeping bags, tools, silverware, dish-
es, pots/pans and backpacks.

 For more information, visit https://sim-
plerecycling.com/ or contact Simple Re-
cycling directly at 866-835-5068 or info@
simplerecycling.com.

Simple Recycling to resume recycling program Monday

LAMM  |  cont’d fRom PagE 4
reliving their Frat Party days — men car-
rying around their stack of empty beer 
cups, like they are notches on a gun belt, 
and women, after a beer and half, assume 
the grace of a drunken one-night stand 
exiting a cab the next morning.

I have no problem with taking a drink, 
but I’ve never understood why parents 
would want to be drunk around their 
kids. What if an emergency happens? 
You going to drive drunk with your kid 
to the emergency room?

The behavior that is shown by many 
and many more during “Friday Night on 
White” would want me to not have more 
access to alcohol downtown, even more 

so, outside.
Commissioner Jim “Santa Claus” Dyer 

spoke out against approving the new 
code.

“We have a watering hole on every cor-
ner in Wake Forest. I don’t think it’s go-
ing to make any effect on our economic 
development of downtown,” said Dyer.

Most establishments don’t have the 
store front footage to have more than 
two or three tables. Is that really worth 
the effort for the return?

I’ve seen my share of irresponsible 
drunks on the streets of downtown Wake 
Forest. And as time goes by, I have seen 
it get worse. “Friday Night on White” 
has gone from a community music night 

out, to a free drop-off babysitting service. 
Kids roam the streets and at times the 
roof tops.

“Friday Night on White” has been good 
money for some business owners, but the 
inevitable tragedy is bound to happen.

I wonder what the DUI stats are after a 
“Friday Night on White?” Or would that 
be bad for business?

With the event on its way to be more 
like Woodstock than a band on a stage 
in front of The Cotton Company, there is 
just no reason to encourage more drink-
ing with this proposed amendment.

Wake Forest drinkers have shown they 
are simply not mature enough to handle 
their alcohol.
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FROM STAFF REPORTS
The following process will allow students to receive a 

Driving Eligibility Certificate while school buildings are 
closed due to COVID-19.

DECs are only valid for 30 days; therefore, students are 
only eligible to receive a DEC during this time if they have 
a confirmed appointment with the NCDMV within 30 
days of the date of the request.

Step 1: Submit a request 
Send an email request to the Dean of Student Services 

for your assigned high school. Include in your email the 
NCDMV email confirming the date/time of your ap-
pointment.

You will receive an email response confirming the 
date/time you can come to the high school to receive the 
DEC.

Step 2: Submit a copy or picture of your completed 
Driving Education Certificate

Once your appointment is confirmed with the high 

school, scan or take a photo of the completed Driving 
Education Certificate and email it to the designated 
contact at the school. This will limit the amount of paper 
that has to be exchanged by staff and students.

If you are unable to scan or take a photo of the docu-
ment, then you will need to bring it with you to the ap-
pointment.

Step 3: Appointment to pick up the DEC
It is important that we limit the amount of direct con-

tact and maintain at least 6 feet of social distance. For 
this reason, please limit the number of family members 
(preferably just the student and a parent or guardian) 
who attend the appointment.

Bring the following documents to the appointment:
n Student’s birth certificate or passport
n Completed Driving Education Certificate (if it has 

not been emailed ahead of time)
Proof of address if the current address is different than 

the one listed on the Driving Education Certificate or the 
address listed in PowerSchool. Address must be verified for 
the NC Real ID.

Once you arrive for your appointment, staff will direct 
you to the location to receive the DEC.

Step 4: Receiving the DEC
Staff will check the student’s grades for adequate prog-

ress. The student must have passed 70% of the courses tak-
en in the prior semester in order to receive a DEC.

Once grades have been verified and all other documents 
are in place, the DEC can be issued to the student.

 Process for obtaining a Driving Eligibility
Certificate during COVID-19 school closure

Wake County Board of Education,

I am writing this budget message at 
a time when the COVID-19 pandemic 
has left many of us struggling to under-
stand what will happen in the next 30, 
60 or 90 days – let alone the duration 
of the coming school year. In doing so, I 
find myself returning to our school dis-
trict’s core beliefs.

In my first budget message last year, I 
chose to focus on the first core belief of 
our Vision 2020 Strategic Plan. “Every 
student is uniquely capable and deserves 
to be challenged and engaged in rel-
evant, rigorous and meaningful learning 
each day.”

None of us at the time understood 
how that belief would come to be tested. 
But this pandemic has not changed our 
priorities; it has simply placed them in 
a new light.

Feeding children, an often overlooked 
routine that provided breakfast and 
lunch to nearly one-third of our 162,000 
students, is now a critical district func-
tion for entire families. Student-teacher 
relationships – the foundation of K-12 
education– are re-emerging from their 
own quarantine. And we are compress-
ing years of computer laptop distribution 
into weeks in order to improve access. 

While I do not know what our fami-
lies will need to be made whole again 
in 2020-2021, I know the budget I am 
proposing today falls short of even the 
challenges we identified before the pan-
demic. 

I also understand the economic fall-
out from COVID-19 has likely just 
begun. Should it persist, the needs of 
our community could quickly outpace 
the county’s resources. That is why I 
am proposing a budget increase that is 
much smaller than recent years.

More specifically, I am recommend-
ing a request of $29,936,016 for the 
2020-2021 school year. Of that amount, 
$18.4 million is driven by current and 
expected legislative requirements. An-
other $2.1 million is tied to increas-
ing property costs. And $2.8 million is 
needed to pay for the opening of new 
schools.

I appreciate this recommendation 
will require further collaboration with 
the county in the coming weeks and 
months as the full effect of COVID-19 
becomes clearer. However, to recom-
mend less than $29.9 million could re-
quire further reductions in areas where 
the district never caught up following 
the Great Recession.

Familiar issues, such as those iden-
tified in last year’s multi-year funding 
plan, will still remain when this pan-
demic ends.

Class size restrictions, for example, 
will continue to put pressure on many 

schools, especially those in western 
Wake County. Specifically, the smaller 
classes required by law will mean hiring 
additional teachers and finding more 
space.

And despite an initial projection of 
nearly flat enrollment growth, that pre-
diction no longer seems likely. This is 
because current state policies allowed 
charter schools in Wake County to de-
lay their openings after public school 
projections were already announced.

Of course those students will still 
need a classroom. And with nearly 
four of every five school-aged children 
in Wake County attending traditional 
public schools, chances are excellent 
that the classroom will be part of the 
Wake County Public School System.

We are pleased to serve them.
When needs such as these are com-

bined with legislative requirements, it is 
difficult to identify ways to reduce this 
proposed budget further. That is because 
the legislative changes, new school 
openings, long-deferred operating costs 
and property cost increases represent 
virtually all of the $29.9 million in this 
budget proposal.

Of course, our options as a school 
district could change if any of these re-
quirements change in response to the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

Before 2019-2020  was permanently 
altered, thousands of employees and 
students were in the midst of a very 
good year. It would be easy – and 
wrong – to overlook those accomplish-
ments today. For example:

Our graduation rate is the highest 
in the district’s history at 89.9 percent. 
For the sixth consecutive year, the rate 
of improvement for minority students 
exceeded the district’s growth rate.

The graduation rate at more than 
two-thirds of our high schools now ex-
ceeds 90 percent. Eight schools posted 
graduation rates above 95%, including 

three with a graduation rate of 100%.
More than 97 percent of teachers 

met or exceeded NC academic growth 
standards this past year. We have led 
the nation in the number of National 
Board Certified teachers for 14 con-
secutive years.

A large majority of our schools are 
diverse and thriving. In addition, Mag-
net Schools of America named 39 of 
51 Wake County magnet schools as ei-
ther Schools of Excellence or Schools 
of Distinction. 

With support from the county on a 
multi-year funding plan, starting pay 
for our bus drivers was increased to 
$15 an hour.

 Our school district is an economic 
engine for our community in good 
times, and a foundation upon which to 
build when times are lean.

In much the same way I opened this 
message, I am closing with a reference 
to our school district’s core beliefs. The 
sixth and final belief in the Vision 2020 
Strategic Plan was written by a broad 
cross-section of our community.

It states that “Wake County residents 
value a strong public school system and 
will partner to provide the support and 
resources to fully realize our shared vi-
sion, accomplish the mission, and sus-
tain our core beliefs.”

We look forward to our continued 
partnership with County Commis-
sioners and staff while building a bud-
get for 2020-2021.

Our shared vision is found in the 
hopes and dreams for our children. I 
believe this proposed budget and our 
continued work together can keep 
those hopes and dreams alive while our 
community works together in a time of 
crisis.

Respectfully,
Cathy Q. Moore
WCPSS Superintendent

April 14, 2020

The superintendent presents a 2020-2021 
budget to the Board of Education for its consid-
eration. The proposal requests $545.9 million in 
funding from county commissioners, an increase 
of $29.9 million compared to last year.

 
April 28, 2020

Board of Education members hold a work ses-
sion to ask questions about the proposed budget 
and suggest changes.

 
April 28, 2020

Following the board work session, a public 
hearing is held where the general public can of-
fer its thoughts and suggestions about the super-
intendent's proposed budget.

 
May 5, 2020

Board members hold final public discussions 
and approve their formal request to Wake Coun-
ty Commissioners. This becomes the Board of 
Education's 2020-2021 proposed budget.

 
June, 2020 (Date to be determined)

Wake County Commissioners discuss the 
School Board's proposed budget in the context 
of other local funding needs. 

 
June 2020 (Date to be determined)

Commissioners hold a public hearing to re-
ceive comments about their recommended fund-
ing level for schools in 2020-2021.

 
June 2020 (Date to be determined)

Commisioners approve a final budget. Local 
funds approved at this point in the process cur-
rently cover about 30% of the school system's 
operating costs. An additional 4% of the school 
system's operating costs are covered by local 
funds generated in specific areas such as fines 
and forfeitures. 

 
June 2020 (Date to be determined)

School board makes changes to the school dis-
trict's 2020-2021 budget based on final amounts 
provided by the county. If decisions cannot be 
made, an interim budget is approved until all 
budget questions are resolved.

 
July 2020 (Date to be determined)

State lawmakers are expected to approve a 
2020-2021 budget. State funds currently cov-
er about 58% of the school system's operating 
costs. If state lawmakers do not approve a budget 
by June 30, the school board must use an interim 
budget to begin the school year.

BUDGET TIMELINE

Superintendent proposes 2020-21
school year budget: $29,936,016

Wake County Public School System Superintendent Cathy Moore has presented her
budget for 2020-21 to the Wake County Board of Education.  Moore sent a letter to the board asking for $29,936,016.  

She said the amount will not come close to covering the system’s needs before the COVID-19 pandemic.
Below is the letter Moore sent to the board and a breakdown of local funding needed:

“I also understand the eco-
nomic fallout from COVID-19 
has likely just begun. Should it 
persist, the needs of our com-
munity could quickly outpace 
the county’s resources. That is 
why I am proposing a budget 
increase that is much smaller 

than recent years.”

 — Cathy Moore
WCPSS Superintendent

Legislated increase: $18.4 M
n Funding passed on to charter schools
n Employee benefits
n Local costs of anticipated state salary
    increases

Special Education: $653,703
n Audiologists
n Visually impaired services
n Speech Pathologists
n Special Education teachers

Growth: $3.2 M
n New school costs
n Additional teachers
n Support services 

Deferred operational needs: $6.7 M 
n Certified personnel supplement
n Instructional Support technicians 
n Non-certified personnel salary
n Employer-matching dental rate
n Maintenance and operations
    formula alignment

Program reduction, Removal
of one-time costs: - $20.8 M
n School Support Model program
n Teacher preparation participant fees 

New and expanding programs: $1.7 M
n Social emotional learning
n Bus driver mobile
    communication
n Magnet theme development

Inflation: $2.2 M
n Real estate and modular leases

Budget Overview: Local Funding Needed
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bution is that same time every week, also on Mondays, 
and on the third Saturdays, year-round.

The ministry is unique in its roughly 400-volunteer 
roster — no one there gets paid — and it is even more 
remarkable that all the food is either donated or bought 
by donated funds.

“Everything, all of this, goes back to those in need in 
the local community at no cost to the clients,” volunteer 
Debra King said. “We operate completely on volunteer 
effort and time.”

The majority of the front-line donation takers and 
sorters on Wednesday all fit the category to isolate, but 
they all felt a need to be of service.

“Some people think we are crazy to be out here in a 
food pantry sorting and giving out food,” said volunteer 
Margaret Falke. “But for us it is a ministry. We’d rather 
do this than anything else to do.”

Margaret was repackaging some hygiene products as 
her husband, Joe, shuffled in brown grocery bags, shift-
ing the motley cans and boxes in a skillful balancing act 
that his three-years’ of service there has perfected.

“There is a need,” he said. “More today than ever.”
The ministry started in 1988. Since then, there have 

been many updates and changes that has the current 
location prepared to handle frozen foods, meats, fresh 
vegetables and fruits along with thousands of canned 
goods in stock. Diapers, hygiene products and other 
personal items have been added to the mix, King said.

“There are different needs, and we have grown to be 
able to take care of them,” she said.

The transformations throughout the years can be at-
tributed to one thing, King added.

“Volunteers are the stars of this show. They keep 
showing up, and we are able to keep giving,” she said.

King, who serves on the ministry’s board of directors, 
said there are few to no words to thank the volunteers 
who are coming out during the Coronavirus pandemic 
to make sure the food insecure are cared for.

“Most of our volunteers have been here 20-plus years. 
They know the risks involved now. Most are in high-risk 
categories, but they still keep showing up,” she said.

The volunteers also include those in the community 
who put together food drives or who bring in donations. 
She said the ministry would help any neighborhood or 

community group do a food drive.
“Every little bit helps,” she said. “It doesn’t need to 

be a lot.”
The line of cars for the day made its formation around 

back of the pantry. The distribution catered to the virus 
threat. No client had to get out of a car, and volunteers 
with facemasks and gloves put bags of food in the trunks. 
A 6-foot distance, usually more, was maintained.

Meanwhile, dozens of locals were driving up in the 
front to leave food, collected by masked, gloved vol-
unteers. One elderly gentleman, with his facemask on, 
pulled up and quickly handed volunteer David Aldrich 
a small bag through the driver’s window. No sooner had 
those two finished their trade with shared waves good-
bye, when Pamela Garvey of Wake Forest pulled in to 
get some help unloading bags of goods from her car.

“I just hope it helps,” she said in muffled tone through 
her mask.

Others pulled up, donated and went on their ways.
Karen O’Donnell had carefully planned her delivery 

of donated food.
A few weeks back she saw television footage of a 

line of cars in San Antonio, Texas that wrapped around 
street corners for miles to get food in a rising demand 
from the economic downturns of the virus.

“I just could not believe it,” she said. “I thought if it 
was going on there, it was going on here too. It was hor-
rible how many people needed to get food.”

Taking to action, the nurse practitioner organized a 
food drive in her neighborhood — Heritage Crest sub-
division. She put out notices and solicited to make a 
large donation.

The success of the Heritage Crest community-wide 
food drive overflowed in a bin that was filled at the pan-
try Wednesday.

As she watched the last bags being put into the bin 
by volunteer Tommy Robinson, she couldn’t help but re-
flect on what the giving means.

“No child, no parent — nobody,” she said, “goes to 
bed hungry”

(EDITOR’S NOTE: Tri-Area Ministry gives food 
to those who ask. A client need only register once and 
can continue to get food on distribution days with no 
cost. Call (919) 986-9603 for more information; info@
TriAreaMinistry.com)

Pamela Garvey drops off a donation of food Wednesday morning at Tri-area Ministry.
WSJ PhOTOS  |  KaThy harrELSOn

Volunteer Joe Falke keeps an eye out for donors coming to
give food items to those in need.

Volunteer Margaret Falke prepares
hygiene goods for distribution.

From WSJ Staff Reports

North Carolina has been approved for a 
new program to help families to buy food, 
in response to needs brought on by the 
Coronavirus.

The Pandemic Electronic Benefit 
Transfer program provides a benefit on 
an EBT card to families whose children 
are eligible for free and reduced lunch at 
school. Families will receive $250 in P-
EBT benefits per child, provided in two 
installments, with the possibility of an 

additional benefit if schools are closed 
beyond May 15.

“So many families are in need, especially 
with so many out of work right now. This 
approval helps people get assistance faster 
to feed their families,” said Governor Roy 
Cooper in announcing the program ear-
lier this week.

Families will be able to use the P-
EBT benefit to purchase food items at 
EBT authorized retailers, including most 
major grocery stores.

Families will not need to apply for the 

P-EBT program. P-EBT eligible fami-
lies already receiving Food and Nutrition 
Services (FNS) benefits will receive an 
additional benefit on their existing EBT 
card. P-EBT eligible families not already 
enrolled in FNS will be mailed a new 
EBT card in the next few weeks. Families 
who receive a new EBT card will receive a 
letter from DHHS in the mail explaining 
how to activate and use the card.

“As our schools closed, many fami-
lies across the state worried about where 
their next meals would come from—and 

we knew we had to take action,” said 
NC Department of Health and Human 
Services Secretary Mandy Cohen, M.D. 
“The P-EBT program will provide extra 
help buying groceries for the families of 
the more than 800,000 children who nor-
mally receive free and reduced lunch at 
school.”

North Carolina is one of the first four 
states to receive federal approval from the 
United States Department of Agriculture 
to provide P-EBT benefits, which are en-
tirely federally funded.

North Carolina approved for program to help families buy food

Donations of food are accepted at Tri-Area Ministry in Wake Forest. The nnprofit will help com-
munity groups or even neighborhoods put together a food drive. Since the Coronavirus affected 

north Carolinians, the pantry has seen a never-ending line of cars with people needing food 
during distribution times.

HELP | cont’d fRom PagE 1
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allow for alcohol to be served 
on public sidewalks nor does 
it allow for displays of mer-
chandise on the sidewalks. 
Under the proposed amend-
ed ordinance, such displays 
would be allowable with de-
fined permits from the town.

LIqUOR
RESTRICTIONS

The proposed liquor 
amendment states:

“The consumption of alco-
holic beverages shall be law-
ful upon securing the nec-
essary authorization from 
the Town Manager, or his/
her designee, and the neces-
sary permits from the North 
Carolina Alcoholic Bever-
age Control Commission 
(“ABC Permit”) in the town 
event center located at 405, 
407 and 409 Brooks Street, 
Wake Forest, North Caroli-
na, known as the Wake For-
est Renaissance Centre.

“Any person (“applicant”) 
desiring to provide alco-
holic beverages in the Wake 
Forest Renaissance Centre 
shall submit the appropri-
ate forms and obtain an au-
thorization from the Town 
Manager, or his/her desig-
nee. The provision of alco-
holic beverages in the Wake 
Forest Renaissance Centre 
shall, at all times, comply 
with the requirements of the 
applicant’s ABC Permit.

“The consumption of alco-
holic beverages shall be law-
ful upon securing the nec-
essary authorization from 
the Town Manager, or his/
her designee, and the neces-
sary permits from the North 
Carolina Alcoholic Bever-
age Control Commission 
(“ABC Permit”) for outdoor 
seating areas, as permitted 
and defined by the Wake 
Forest Unified Development 
Ordinance, on public side-
walks located in downtown 
Wake Forest, known as the 
Renaissance Area. All such 
areas must comply with all 
North Carolina Alcoholic 
Beverage Control Commis-
sion rules and regulations.

“As used in this section, 
the terms “malt beverages,” 

“unfortified wine,” “fortified 
wine,” “spirituous beverages” 
and “mixed beverages” have 
the meanings provided by 
G.S. 18B-101...”

The board has had prior 
discussion about the allow-
ance of alcohol on the side-
walks during a retreat, ac-
cording to town minutes.

OUTDOOR SEATING
The following
restrictions

would apply:

n Music volume can’t ex-
ceed what is necessary for 
the convenient hearing of 
persons within the outdoor 
seating area. The music is 
not to disturb the peace, 
quiet, or comfort of adjoin-
ing properties or businesses.

n Hours of operation of 
the outdoor seating area 

would be the same as those 
for the establishment.

n Food preparation must 
occur within the enclosed 
principal building.

n The outdoor seating 
area can’t obstruct the move-
ment of pedestrians along 
sidewalks or through areas 
intended for public use.

n No tables, chairs, um-
brellas, or other furnishings 
or equipment associated 
with the outdoor seating can 
be attached, chained, or af-
fixed to any curb, sidewalk, 
tree, post, sign, or other 
fixture within the outdoor 
seating area.

n The outdoor seating 
area shall be limited to that 
part of the sidewalk directly 
in front of the property con-
taining the eating or drink-
ing establishment unless the 
owner of adjoining property 
or business agrees in writ-

ing to an extension of the 
outdoor seating area to that 
part of the sidewalk in front 
of the adjoining property or 
business.

n A clear pathway at least 
5 feet wide must be main-
tained to allow through 
public pedestrian traf-
fic along the sidewalk and 
from the sidewalk into the 
entrance to the establish-
ment. A greater width may 
be required where necessary 
to ensure the safe and con-
venient flow of pedestrian 
traffic.

n A clear separation of 
at least 5 feet will be main-
tained from any alley, cross-
walk, fire hydrant, or similar 
public or emergency access 
feature in or near the side-
walk. A greater clear dis-
tance may be required where 
necessary to ensure use of 
the public or emergency ac-
cess feature.

n No objects shall be 
placed along the perimeter 
of the outdoor sidewalk seat-
ing area that would have the 
effect of forming a physical 
or visual barrier discourag-

ing the use of the sidewalk 
by the general public.

n Tables, chairs, umbrel-
las, and other furnishings 
associated with the outdoor 
seating area are to be of suf-
ficient quality design, mate-
rials, and workmanship to 
ensure the safety and conve-
nience of area occupants and 
compatibility with adjacent 
uses.

The outdoor seating 
area may be permitted on 
a public sidewalk abutting 
or adjacent to the front of 
the property containing the 
principal establishment also 
subject to the following re-
quirements:

n A Right-of-Way En-
croachment Agreement 
must be obtained from 
Town of Wake Forest or 
NCDOT.

n The town can suspend 
authorization of the outdoor 
seating use, and to remove or 
relocate or order the removal 
or relocation of any sidewalk 
seating facilities, at the own-
er’s expense, as necessary to 
accommodate repair work 
being done to the sidewalk 

or other areas within the 
right-of-way containing or 
near the outdoor seating 
area.

n The town can remove or 
relocate or order the removal 
or relocation of any sidewalk 
seating facilities, at the op-
erator’s expense, if the op-
erator fails to comply with a 
Town order to do so within 
a reasonable time period.

• The town can, during a 
public event held within the 
right-of- way, to temporarily 
remove or relocate or order 
the temporary removal or 
relocation of any sidewalk 
seating facilities, at the op-
erator’s expense, if the op-
erator fails to comply with a 
Town order to do so within 
a reasonable time period.

n In the downtown area, 
known as the Renaissance 
Area, all furniture must be 
of similar color and material 
with the existing street fur-
nishings. Under no circum-
stances shall plastic tables or 
chairs, vinyl umbrellas, and/
or plastic barriers be permit-
ted.

These stacked tables and chairs on the sidewalk of South White Street could eventually be used for restaurant patrons to enjoy an 
alcoholic drink if the Wake Forest Board of Commissioners approves an ordinance before them to allow the serving of alcohol on 

the sidewalks of downtown Wake Forest.
WSJ PhOTO  |  KaThy harrELSOn
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May 8. He outlined a sys-
tematic, data-driven approach 
to start the state’s economic 
reopening, citing three phases 
as gauges to when and how 
people and businesses can get 
back to daily life.

On Friday, during a press 
conference, Cooper said he 
understood the frustrations 
of parents — especially work-
ing parents — and students 
with schools closed, but he 
added that safety and security 
come first.

“School classrooms may be 
closed, but the learning is not 
over,” Cooper said.

“It is clear that we are flat-
tening the curve,” he said of 
the spread of the virus. “But, 
our state is not ready to lift 
restrictions yet.”

Cooper referenced the 
fall start of schools but did 
not say if an August return 
is certain. He did say that 
the state is now on course to 
maximize online learning. He 
said AT&T has provided 100 
hot spots in school buses and 
Duke Energy has committed 
to 80 bus hot spots to help 
rural areas tat do not have 
Internet access. He said to 
expect more similar partner-
ships.

He said the next school 
year will not be business as 
usual.

“This pandemic will be 
with us for quite some time,” 
he said.

Cooper called the deci-
sion to close schools for the 
academic year “another tough 
choice.”

"This decision is not made 

lightly. This decision was 
made with the high hopes 
that we could go in and finish 
the school year like any regu-
lar school year, but this virus 
tells us that cannot be," he 
said. "I know parents want us 
to keep the health and safety 
of their children as our num-
ber 1 priority.”

State schools’ Superinten-
dent Mark Johnson, during 
the press conference, said the 
system was forced to be reac-
tive initially but moving for-
ward there will be a proactive 
approach in planning already 
under way for next year.

Cooper said the state is 
committed to:

n Health and safety at 
schools;

n Securing food for stu-
dents in need;

n Maintaining teacher-
student relationships;

n Keeping students en-
gaged through remote learn-
ing.

Keith Sutton, chairman 
of the Wake County Public 
School System, said the de-
cision not to reopen schools 
was widely expected, so local 
school officials have been pre-
paring for weeks to continue 
with online learning.

"The two major challenges 
for us have been, one, con-
necting with students and 
connectivity. We are still get-
ting out laptops and hotspots, 
but we're finding those stu-
dents and families and con-
necting them with devices," 
Sutton said.

The state Board of Edu-
cation and the state Depart-
ment of Public Instruction 
are developing an intensive 
learning program to help stu-

dents who might be falling 
behind because they aren't 
getting in-person instruction, 
the leaders said.

Teachers and school em-
ployees will continue to be 
paid through the scheduled 
end of the school year.

Cooper has included $78 
million for school nutrition 
and $243 million for K-12 
education as part of a budget 
proposal in which he is di-
recting $1.4 billion in federal 
CARES Act funding to ad-
dress public health and safety 
needs, fund ongoing state 
government operations and 
provide assistance to busi-

nesses and local governments. 
He announced this Friday.

The state General Assem-
bly will convene next week.

Path To Reopen
In announcing N.C.’s exten-
sion of a stay-at-home order 
until at least May 8, Cooper 
said the data is going to have 
to show a downward trajec-
tory in testing, tracing and 
trends for the state to begin 
three phases of reopening.

To begin to lift restric-
tions, Cooper and Dr. Mandy 
Cohen, secretary of N.C. 
Health and Human Services, 
outlined the progress needed 
first to begin lifting statewide 

restrictions:
n Sustained leveling or de-

creased trajectory in COVID-
Like Illness (CLI) Surveil-
lance over 14 Days.

n Sustained leveling or de-
creased trajectory of lab-con-
firmed cases over 14 Days.

n Sustained leveling or de-
creased trajectory in percent 
of tests returning positive 
over 14 days.

n Sustained leveling or de-
creased trajectory in hospital-
izations over 14 days.

There will be an increase 
in lab testing and availability 
of protective equipment, they 
said. Cooper has requested 
funding for both in a pro-
posed budget, he said.

As those conditions are 
met, North Carolina can 
re-open in period of three 
phases, according to Cooper.

Phase 1
Phase 1 would allow for 

travel not currently defined 
as essential, allowing people 
to travel to businesses al-
lowed to be open at that time. 
This would include clothing 
stores, sporting goods stores, 
houseware stores and other 
stores.

Any open store must 
implement appropriate em-
ployee and consumer social 
distancing, enhanced hy-
giene and cleaning proto-
cols, symptom screening of 
employees and accommoda-
tions for vulnerable workers.

Phase 1 would continue to 
limit gatherings to no more 
than 10 people. Face masks 
and social distancing will 
continue to be recommend-
ed in public spaces. Employ-
ers would be encouraged to 
continue teleworking poli-

cies.
Though the phase will be 

issued statewide, more re-
strictive local measures may 
remain in place.

Phase 2
Phase 2 would happen at 

least 2-3 weeks after Phase 
1, Cooper said, as long as the 
trajectory goals are met.

The stay-at-home order 
would be lifted under Phase 
2, but vulnerable popula-
tions would be encouraged 
to continue to stay home to 
stay safe.

More businesses would be 
allowed to open so long as 
they can follow safety pro-
tocols, including the need 
to reduce capacity. The total 
number of people allowed to 
gather at one time would in-
crease. Gatherings at places 
of worship and entertain-
ment venues would be al-
lowed at reduced capacity.

Public playgrounds would 
open.

Phase 3
Phase 3 would happen at 

least 4-6 weeks after Phase 2, 
again, if the trajectory goals 
are maintained.

Restrictions for vulnerable 
people would lessen with the 
encouragement to continue 
social distancing and mini-
mizing exposure to settings 
where social distancing is not 
possible.

Capacity for restaurants, 
bars, entertainment venues, 
places of worship and other 
businesses would be allowed 
to increase. The total number 
of people allowed to gather at 
once would again increase.

Both Cooper and Cohen 
said any spike in infections 
would call for restrictions to 
be tightened temporarily.

Buses will be parked for the rest of the school year, Gov. roy Cooper and education leaders announced Friday (april 24). Classes had been set to begin 
again on May 15, but Cooper said said the safety of residents must come first. There are to be no end-of-class or end-of-grade testing for this year, accord-

ing to the U.S. Department of Education. Wake County teachers will continue to do one-hour sessions with students in on-line classes.
WSJ PhOTOS  |  KaThy harrELSOn

Wake Forest Middle School student Elijah Cira drives through the school parking lot by his Mom,
alyssa, to pick up soccer equipment and uniforms.

a few protective hands were at Wake Forest Middle School on Thursday morning, giving out soccer 
equipment to students who had order it earlier in the year. From left are physical education teacher Tai 
Lassiter, custodian Montgomery ronnie and social studies teacher Seth Leasure. neither Lassiter nor 

Leasure expected classes to resume this academic year, and turns out — they were right.
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