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Julie Savage protests the executive orders Governor Roy Cooper made shutting down North Carolina due to
the Coronavirus pandemic. Savage, with family, along with others at the intersection of Capital and Main Street, says 

it’s time to reopen North Carolina and allow people to go back to work.
WSJ PHOTO  |  JAY LAMM
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LOCAL PROTESTORS DEmAND
GOVERNOR TO REOPEN NC

(Editor’s notE: This is 
an open letter to the citizens of  
Wake Forest from Mayor Vivian 
Jones.)

 
In recent days, I have received 

messages from several residents 
imploring me to issue an order 
to “reopen” Wake Forest. 

Although I am very sensitive 
to such requests and recognize 
the hardships our residents and 
businesses are experiencing, 
an order from me that is less 
stringent than Gov. (Roy) Coo-
per’s would – for all intents and 
purposes – be useless. Any time 
there are differences between 
the state's stay-at-home order 
and an order from the county or 
a municipality, we are obligated 
to adhere to the stricter regula-
tion.

Over the past few weeks, we 
have worked closely with Wake 
County and its public health of-
ficials to navigate these unprec-
edented times. That partnership 
has allowed us to make con-
siderable progress keeping our 
community safe, while moving 
ever closer towards "reopening" 
Wake Forest.

Wake County’s stay-at-home 
order … (ended Thursday, April 
31, at midnight), easing restric-
tions for residents.

Moving forward, Wake For-
est residents and Wake County’s 
more than1 million people will 
follow North Carolina’s less 
restrictive stay-at-home order, 
which (for example) allows 
gatherings up to 10 people, fu-
nerals of up to 50 people instead 
of 25 and all retail stores to open 
as long as they observe social 
distancing and capacity require-
ments.

Additionally, since Wake 
County will have the same or-
der as the state, it will be easier 
for our businesses as they try to 
reopen and operate because they 
will only have to deal with one 
set of regulations.

Now that we can see the "light 
at the end of the tunnel," it's im-
portant we remain steadfast. 

Gov. Cooper has announced 
a reasonable plan to gradually 
reopen the state, so let's con-
tinue doing our part to ensure 
we don't waste the incredible 
progress we've worked so hard 
to achieve.

#StayStrongWF We'll get 
through this!

CORONAVIRUS RESTRICTIONS

JONES

Mayor:
Town

will open
when NC
reopens 

Wake County lets stay at home order expire
By KATHY HARRELSON

For the WSJ 

The North Carolina Legislature 
has approved a $1.5 billion spend-
ing plan as patience throughout 
the state continues to be tested in 
the midst of a state stay-at-home 
order that is in effect through May 
8 but is likely to continue through 
the end of the month.

There is potential for loosen-
ing some restrictions, Gov. Roy 
Cooper said Thursday, but the 

indicators that the state is track-
ing to determine restrictions of 
the public are not all decreasing, 
necessary for “reopening.”

State lawmakers were tasked to 
budget $3.5 billion in new federal 
dollars when they went back into 
session last week.

The approved sending plan has 
millions in funding for education, 
health care, small business loans, 
food banks, medical research, test-
ing and $50 million for personal 
protective equipment.

Not in the plan are increases 
for unemployment benefits and 
Medicaid. Legislators are ex-
pected to return in session later in 
the month to decide on a second 
phase of how to allocate the re-
maining federal dollars.

Lawmakers did not increase the 
maximum amount of unemploy-
ment weekly benefits to $400, as 
the Senate had wanted. North 
Carolina has one of the lowest 
maximum payouts a week in the 
country at $350.

A call to allow restaurants and 
bars to serve mixed drinks as take-
out and delivery orders was not in 
the final bill.

“These bills were developed col-
laboratively, and although it’s just 
a first step, they are the product of 
a consensus approach that I hope 
can continue. I will be reviewing 
them closely and look forward 
to taking action on them soon,” 
Cooper said in a statement this 

By JAY LAMM
editor@wsj30.com

Julie Savage loves her country. 
As a military brat she has been surrounded by the 

Stars and Stripes most of her life. 
Last Monday afternoon, she was waving a “Glad-

sen Flag” otherwise known as the “Don’t Tread on 
Me” flag, used as one of the early pre-Revolutionary 
War anti-British symbols.

“The government is taking our rights away,” said 
Savage.

“Due to the Coronavirus restrictions, my husband 
lost his job. Governor (Roy) Cooper needs to reopen 
the state so people can make a living and not lose 
everything they have worked all their lives for.”

The Savage family was with two other families 
protesting at the Capital Boulevard and Main Street 
intersection, on the outskirts of Wake Forest. Their 

Lana Witt and 
Nick Fugh, 
with their
children,
Annabel

and Anders,
protest the 
COVID-19

restrictions. 
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POLICE BLOTTER

Even "Uncle Louie" has a sporting, pink mask to protect against the Coronavirus. Jay 
Hoy sits with the iconic gorilla that is known from coast to coast as sort of the mascot 

for Hoy Auction in Wake Forest — 1303 Main St. Telling a bit of a secret, Hoy, owner and 
operator of the business, said this particular gorilla is actually the seventh one he has 
had — the others auctioned off to points unknown. The auction house has been closed 
due to the virus, but Hoy, and auctioneer for more than 30 years, hopes to reopen soon. 
Until then, he plans to do online auctions of the estates that he handles, including sales 

of other antiques and collectibles.
Call (919) 291-0192 for more information; hoyauction@aol.com

WSJPHOTO  |  KATHY HARRELSON

Louie, Louie...Oh No, We Gotta Go!

The Town of Wake Forest continues to receive 
inquiries from residents about the status of 

its yard waste collection service. The 
following information is intended 

to clarify the town’s efforts.
Last week, town crews 

began picking up piles of 
tree limbs and branches 
in an effort to help resi-
dents impacted by recent 
storms. To mitigate safety 
concerns and adhere to so-
cial distancing guidelines, 
the Public Works Depart-
ment is using equipment 
operated by a single em-

ployee. The equipment is not capable of picking up 
containers, grass clippings, loose leaves or bags of 
leaves, so those items are not being collected.

 Crews are attempting to follow the normal yard 
waste collection schedule. Due to the heavy vol-
ume of tree limbs and branches, the process may 
take several weeks to complete, so the patience and 
understanding of residents is much appreciated.

The collection of storm debris does not signal 
the resumption of the town’s normal yard waste 
collection service, which remains suspended until 
further notice. Wake Forest was forced to suspend 
its yard waste collection service due to the closure 
of the Raleigh Yard Waste Center which serves 
as the town’s yard waste disposal site. The facility 
closed in late March due to COVID-19, but re-

opened to Raleigh residents only in mid-April.
 Over the past week, several Wake Forest resi-

dents have reported failed attempts to dispose of 
their yard waste at the Raleigh Yard Waste Cen-
ter after presenting identification indicating Wake 
Forest as their town of residence. That’s because, 
for now, the facility is open only to Raleigh resi-
dents.

Wake Forest officials are actively exploring alter-
native yard waste disposal options, but for now the 
town has nowhere to dispose of residents’ leaves, 
grass and trimmings.

The town will provide further updates on yard 
waste collection as they become available.

For more information, email Public Works at 
publicworksdept@wakeforestnc.gov.

Yard waste collection update

Beginning Monday, May 4, Fred 
Smith Co., a private contractor 
working on behalf of the Town of 
Wake Forest, will begin prelimi-
nary work on the Ligon Mill Road 
Operational Improvements Project 
(LMROIP).  

 Initial efforts will include the in-
stallation of project signage and silt 
and tree protection fencing, along 
with equipment mobilization. This 
work will have little to no impact 
on pedestrians or traffic.

 The LMROIP consists of wid-
ening the existing narrow corri-
dor from two lanes to a four-lane 
median-divided roadway with 
left-turn lanes, bike lanes, curb and 
gutter and extra-wide sidewalks. 
In addition, crosswalks, pedestrian 
signals, and dedicated left, through 
and right-turn lanes will be in-
stalled at the existing intersection 
with South Main Street/US 1A.

 These improvements are de-
signed to significantly improve the 
mobility and safety of this corridor. 

Decorative stone retaining walls 
will also be installed to enhance 
the visual appearance of the area.

 For complete information, 
including project updates, visit 
https://bit.ly/LigonMillRoadIm-
provements.  

 Throughout the duration of the 
project, Ligon Mill Road will re-
main open for two-way traffic, but 
periodic lane closures will be nec-
essary. All lane closures will occur 
outside of the peak travel periods 
and only occur weekdays from 9 
a.m.-4 p.m. and will not be per-
formed over holidays or holiday 
weekends.

 Once construction begins, mo-
torists should expect periodic de-
lays until the project is completed, 
but access will be maintained at all 
times to all adjacent businesses.

 A 2014 Wake Forest Bond Ref-
erendum initiative, the LMROIP 
is expected to be completed in late 
2021. The total cost of the project 
is approximately $6 million.

The Wake Forest Police De-
partment made the following ar-
rests from April 23 thru 28: 

April 23
n Robert Andrew Ohmann, 

23, of Bradford Park Road, Wake 
Forest, felony larceny; $2,000 un-
secured bond.

April 24
n Sheldon Whitney Evans, 61, 

of Brookhaven Place, Henderson, 
assault on a female; no bond.

n Gary Lawrence Wilson, 28, 
of Spice Ridge Lane, Raleigh,  
felony possession of marijuana 
and felony maintaining a vehicle 
or dwelling for a controlled sub-
stance; $10,000 secured bond.

April 26
n Oliver Lopez-Gomez, 26, of 

Creek Drive, Louisburg, driving 
while impaired; $3,000 secured 
bond.

April 27
n Robert Lee Locklear, 27, of 

Liberty St., Wake Forest, posses-
sion of heroin, possession of drug 
paraphernalia and misdemeanor 
larceny; $3,000 secured bond.

n Kristi Nicole Mims, 33, of 
College Street, Wake Forest, 
simple worthless check; released 
without bond.

April 28
n Reginald Paul Lucas, 43, of 

Juniper Street, Wake Forest, pos-
session of marijuana parapherna-
lia; released without bond.

n Terry Deshawn Merritt, 40, 
Jones Street, Raleigh, failure to 
appears; $5,000 secured bond.

WFPD arrests
for April 23-28

Ligon mill Road project 
set to begin may 4
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BY KATHY HARRELSON
For the WSJ

Cannon Catering was boasting about roasting.
Set up on White Street with a chicken sign and 

lots of determination on Thursday in front of the 
Cotton Company, a handful of the Wake Forest 
business' employees were selling packages of meats, 
taking an innovative approach to flare sales.

"We are hoping to do a lot of business today to 
help keep going and help keep paying employees," 
said employee Jon Saylor.

Saylor and colleagues Carla Mendez and Hser 
Eh had on their protective masks and gloves – 
necessary in their work and in these times double 
significant to stop any spread of the Coronavirus 
— which was at the heart of them taking an ag-
gressive sales approach.

"You hear alot about small businesses trying to 
stay afloat because of the virus. Catering has been 
hit especally hard," Saylor said.

The meat packages — available still by emailing 
kelly@cannoncatering.com – are combinations of 
chicken, steaks, pork loin, shrimp, bacon, vegetables 
and other cooking goods to create meals.

The "Rise and Shine" box even has buttermilk 
biscuits and has browns, with a gallon of milk. 
There is a "Carnivore's Dream Box" and a "Grill 
Master's Box.

Prices range from $35 to $90.
There was definitely one incentive that had heads 

turning.
For every box order a customer received four 

rolls of toilet paper.
"We want to keep business going - and yes, with 

every order we will deliver toilet paper!" Saylor 
laughed.

To call in an order: 919-554-9920.

Through a $500 anonymous donation 
from a customer, and an additional 

donation by the
North Carolina Retail Merchants As-
sociation for $200, Page 158 Books 

staff presented the Wake Forest Boys 
and Girls Club three boxes of books 
for the kids May 1 at the store. From 

left are Ashley Hohenberger, club 
director; Sue Lucey, Page 158 owner, 
and Josh Lucey, Page 158 manager.

PHoTo  |  SUBMITTED

Boy and Girls 
Club receive

book donation

A hand-made chicken sign and smiling eyes greet customers on the street Thursday. From left, Jon 
Saylor, Carla Mendez and Hser Eh get ready for a morning of sales for Cannon Caterings Mobile Market. 

WSJPHoTo  |  KATHY HARRELSoN 

From the Town of Wake Forest
The Town of Wake Forest will join more 

than 30,000 cities and towns across the U.S. 
and Canada in celebrating Public Works 
Week May 17-23. But as our way of honoring 
the contributions our Public Works Depart-
ment makes to our community every day, we 
are inviting Wake Forest residents to help us 
celebrate throughout May.

 As part of our month-long celebration, 
Wake Forest families are invited to share 
photos, drawings, and letters that illustrate 
or express their appreciation for our Public 
Works Department. Submissions may include 
photos of kids dressed as their favorite public 
works employee, drawings that illustrate the 
value of public works and its contribution to 
our quality of life, and letters of gratitude. Any 
creative way of showing appreciation for the 
efforts of our Public Works personnel will be 
accepted. Residents can share their submis-
sions through our online form at https://bit.
ly/WFPublicWorksWeek.

In addition, each week in May, we will 
spotlight on social media (Facebook, Twitter, 
Instagram and Nextdoor) different divisions 
within our Public Works Department ac-
cording to the following schedule:

 
May 4-8 

Wake Forest Power
& Urban Forestry

During the week of May 4, we will cele-

brate Wake Forest Power and the Urban For-
estry division. These are the crews who keep 
our lights on and care for our trees. Help us 
say thank you for all they do.

May 11-15
Environmental Services (Trash & 

Recycling, Yard Waste, Bulk Waste) 
& Administration

Join us in celebrating Environmental Ser-
vices and Administrative staff. These crews 
handle our solid waste program and keep 
everything running smoothly. Help us say 
thank you for all they do! 

May 18-22
National Public Works Week /

Special Appreciation Week
It’s officially National Public Works Week . 

Throughout the week, we’ll post on the Town 
of Wake Forest Facebook page the appreciation 
photos, drawings and letters we’ve received and 
upload them to our online photo gallery. We 
also invite you to post your pictures on social 
media and use the hashtag #NPWW.

 
May 25-29

Streets, Engineering & Fleet
We will conclude our month-long celebra-

tion by recognizing the work of our Streets, 
Engineering and Fleet Maintenance staff. 
These crews maintain our streets, oversee 
roadway projects and service Town vehicles. 
Help us say thank you for all they do!

Winner, winner...chicken dinner

Celebrating Public Works Week

Police officials are reminding Wake Forest 
motorists to park in the direction of traffic 
flow or risk a $25 fine. Wording in Sec. 30-
251 of the Town's Code of Ordinances ad-
dresses "Parking in direction of traffic flow."

"Parking shall be established in the direc-
tion of traffic flow on all streets within cor-

porate limits of the Town of Wake Forest 
with passenger side (right) tires to the curb 
on two-way streets."

In summary, on a two-way road, you must 
park with the right-hand wheels next to the 
right-side curb. Otherwise, you are parked il-
legally. 

Park in the direction of 
traffic flow or risk a fine
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April passes 
with a sigh;

diligence 
must prevail

 

After an extremely long April, May is 
upon us in remarkable beauty in the 
heart of springtime.

The first few days of this month have brought 
an audible sigh of relief throughout the towns 
and counties — merely, it seems, because April 
is gone and the overall mood is holding onto the 
hope that the very worst is behind us.

The respite must not let us put our guard down. 
Too much is still unknown.

The “change of season” is so desired in every 
corner, but we can’t forget that the Coronavirus 
is still out there making people sick and taking 
lives. There really is so little about the virus that 
we know and understand, and it much be ap-
proached continually with reverence if not only 
for the power it still has on our lives.

We can’t wish it away. We cannot demand it 
away in protest, nor should we be doing anything 
that could put others in harm’s way.

Yes. We want businesses open. We need to re-
turn to work and to return to “normal,” but our 
normal is in the reality of every day we wake up 
and still must deal with the health threats, the 
laws and the safety measures that remain neces-
sary.

The North Carolina stay-at-home order con-
tinues through at least May 8. Wake Forest’s or-
der expired, placing us under the mandates of the 
state — somewhat less restrictive than what the 
town had imposed.

Schools are closed for the academic year, which 
was a necessary, commendable decision from the 
Governor’s Office with the support of statewide 
education leaders.

With little to no enforcement or penalty for 
violators of the order, there are still far too many 
folks who are not wearing masks in public places, 
where they are very close in proximity to oth-
ers. Prisons and nursing homes continue to be 
dangerous breeding grounds for the virus, with 
little concentration on relief for those affected in 
those places yet.

What we see in May here, are inviting skies, 
spring flowers blooming and people out and 
about. What is hidden from our views are people 
in hospital beds, suffering; doctors and nurses at 
their bedsides after double and triple shifts; the 
isolation of those in rest homes who are confused 
and scared and the people in prison who are more 
captive than when they first entered their cells.

This past week, the number of Coronavirus 
cases reported in North Carolina increased by 
47 percent from the previous week. Increases in 
the United States of confirmed cases are rising 
as well. Increases around the world are still oc-
curring.

Of the 1.17 million cases in the United States 
reported, there were 9,410 cases reported last 
week, according to the Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention.

We must be patient and reasonable in these 
days of sacrifices, and we should be taking to 
heart those things in life that are to be treasured 
— those things that the virus did not steal away.
 

The other day I saw 
Suzy Campbell out 
front at Shorty’s 

with a friend, seated on the 
Bill Joyner memorial bench, 
waving to folks driving or 
walking by. Most she didn’t 
know, she told me she was 
just being neighborly, along 
with a bit of hope they might 
consider stopping for a meal, 
takeout, of course, because 
even though people have 
been loyal, they still could 
use a bit more business.

When I first moved to 
North Carolina in ‘95, I im-
mediately took to the place. 
Things were a bit slower and 
more laid back and, as it 
happens, Laid-Back is my 
middle name. Plus it gets 
d—d hot in the summer-
time, and even if you jump 
from air-conditioned car to 
air-conditioned shop, those 
melt-in-place in between 
parts are enough to make 
you reconsider any kind of 
helter-skelter. But pragma-
tism doesn’t fully capture the 
sentiment of what makes 
North Carolina so attractive 
to a Yankee expat like me.

I grew up in Buffalo, New 
York. Southerners assume 
the Empire State is all one 
big city, but it’s surprisingly 

large and full of cornfields 
and apple orchards, as well 
as beautiful lakes, mountains 
and, to be fair, a fair amount 
of scrub land. It’s a 7-8 hour 
drive to New York City from 
Buffalo and consequently I’d 
never visited “The City” as 
it’s known, with an emphasis 
on the “The,” before I moved 
here. What I thought was 
unique about Buffalo was 
how friendly relative strang-
ers are to each other. Buf-
falo’s motto is “The City of 
Good Neighbors” for that 
reason. But, as much as I 
enjoyed that Western New 
York brotherliness, it still 
didn’t prepare me for just 
how neighborly people were 
going to be here.*

*One caveat – people can 
be just as arrogant, mean, 
dishonest, preachy, hostile, 
unsavory, backstabbing, 
passive-aggressive, deceit-
ful, contemptuous, and so 
on, here as they were up 
north. But when you get 
to talking in person, they’re 
generally courteous and 
friendly, and, I believe, a 
bit more genuine. There’s 
something about waving to 
people, something to greet-
ing those you don’t know, 
or know a little, or know 

and don’t care for, that 
melts your heart a little, 
that makes you feel wanted, 
liked, even accepted, if just 
for a little while.

I’ve never been religious. I 
don’t care much for basket-
ball. It took me forever to 
start liking pork barbecue. I 
find NASCAR rather droll. 
And don’t get me started 
on country music. Plus I’m 
a bit of a tree-hugger type. 
So you’d think I wouldn’t fit 
in here, a place that’s a hot-
bed of conservatism, and is 
home to a missionary semi-
nary and too many churches 
to count. But I do. It didn’t 
happen immediately, but 
after I got to know people, 
took on some of the ways, 
they pretty much treated 
me like everyone else, like 
people born and bred here, 
like those who’ve got red 
clay under their fingernails 
and in their souls. It’s a spe-
cial kind of feeling.

On the internet, on social 
media, we’re all up in each 
other’s business. We’ve got 
spite and snark by the spade-
ful, we’re keyboard warriors 
ready to take on every comer 
– to hell with the facts – and 
shoot down anyone who 
doesn’t agree with our point 

of view. The rule of thumb is 
if someone questions your 
opinion, they’re the devil. Or 
Hitler. Nazis everywhere. I 
really hate that new reality. I 
doubt I’m the only one. I try 
to stay offline, but it’s so easy 
to just keep scrolling, to find 
something to be offended at. 
To hate one’s fellow man. I 
don’t have a solution to it. I 
think it’s going to get worse.

The only tonic I know of 
is to get outside and say hi 
to my neighbors, or whom-
ever I see. Out on the street, 
where one hello is worth 
10,000 Facebook likes.

— david Leone is a writer, 
photographer and raconteur 
who has worked in Wake For-
est since 2007 and lived there 
since 2012.

Good morning. When I was a senior 
in high school, I didn’t really care 
about the graduation ceremony, 

cap and gown, and didn’t even go to my se-
nior prom. I didn’t date much in high school. 
Girls came later in college. Baseball was king 
in high school, so the prom didn’t matter.

Graduation night was about my “Granny.” 
She had three grandchildren graduating 

from the same high school. We had to move 
heaven and hell to get her a ticket, but she saw 
all three of us walk across the stage, and she 
got her pictures.

My memory of that night wasn’t that I 
finished 12 years of school. The fact is I was 
accepted to the college I wanted in my ju-
nior year, so I coasted my senior year. But my 

memory is standing up as a row to march to 
the stage. We had practiced for a week and 
we were drilled to stay back a certain distance 
from the person in front of us. We had the drill 
down pat. But as things go, each senior was the 
perfect distance from each other as they went 
towards the stage. All but one, me. 

When I stood to take my walk, I noticed 
the girl beside me had become so nervous, she 
had peed and her gown in the rear was soaked. 
So, without telling her, I walked as close as I 
could without making her trip. The spectators 
were sitting above us, so the only way to block 
the stain, was to pretty much walk on top of 
her. She turned and looked at me a couple of 
times, with a sneer, but I didn’t say anything to 
her. When she got to the stage, I still stayed 

close — even getting a look from the principal. 
No one saw her wet gown during her walk, so I 
accomplished my goal.

After we walked out of the gym, I told her. 
She wasn’t really a friend. I didn’t get a thank 
you, but the hug I got, definitely surprised her 
family and military boyfriend waiting on her.

Mostly my senior year memories were from 
the lunchroom, journalism class and my AP 
Calculus class, when four days of the five, the 
teacher let me host a game of raunchy chalk-
board Wheel of Fortune.

I didn’t lose my virginity or drink my first 
mixed drink. (That was in the eighth grade and 
it was a Canadian Mist and Coke served by 
an 80 year-old black man named Snowball.) I 
didn’t breakup with the teenage love of my life 

or find the love of my life. But I did make a few 
life-long memories that I didn’t need a tux or 
cap and gown for. 

We all have disap-
pointments and have 
to adapt.

My senior year was 
spent at a school where 
I hardly knew anyone 
because of redistrict-
ing.

So, to all the seniors 
afraid of not making 
the memories of a life-
time at the senior prom or graduation, don’t 
worry, you have probably already made the se-
nior memories you will cherish the most.

Jay LaMM
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RALEIGH – Wake Tech is partnering with local munici-
palities and businesses to help small businesses in Wake 
County recover from the coronavirus pandemic.

Thanks to recent donations totaling $160,000 from the 
City of Raleigh, Wells Fargo, and an anonymous donor, 
over 65 small businesses will soon receive grants to help 
them pay bills and employees. However, that’s only half of 
what’s needed to support the businesses who’ve come to 
Wake Tech for assistance, so the college is hoping other 
contributors will step up.

Recipients are selected graduates of LaunchWake-
County and active Wake Tech Small Business Center cli-
ents. Most own businesses in food service, medical service, 
construction and retail and have fewer than 14 employees. 
LaunchWakeCounty is a community-based economic 
development program to help start and grow small busi-
ness.

Heather Chandler and husband Rafael opened Whole 
Brain Escape, an escape game rooms business in Apex in 
January 2019. Graduates of LaunchApex and a current 
Small Business Center client at the college, the Chan-
dlers were thrilled when they learned of their grant award, 
which they will use to help pay rent and operating costs.

“We’ve been closed since mid-March and will remain 
closed until businesses are allowed to safely open again,” 
Heather Chandler said. “This has been a very stressful 
time, but I am so grateful for this support. “This will defi-
nitely help us through this.”

“LaunchApex provided so much more than training, 
access to funding, and mentoring,” she added. “The most 
valuable thing that came from this experience is a rela-
tionship with a group of people who are invested in seeing 
our company thrive and grow.”

Wake Tech is always pursuing funding avenues to sup-

port small businesses but the pandemic pushed the initia-
tive to the forefront.

Wake Tech’s Rally Fund for Small Businesses was seed-
ed with a gift of $50,000 from Wells Fargo a few weeks 
ago.

“We understand that during these unprecedented times, 
our communities need us most – and it is our responsibil-
ity to continue our commitment to community support 
through proactive action and collaboration,” said Suzie 
Koonce, a community relations senior consultant with 
Wells Fargo. “Wells Fargo is a longtime sponsor of Wake 
Tech Community College and the LaunchWakeCounty 
program, and we’re proud to partner with a group that 
serves as a vital element of the progression and economic 
advancement of small business growth in our community. 
Through the Rally Fund for Small Businesses, we can pro-
vide relief efforts to those in need and demonstrate that 
together, we can do more.”

After more than 150 businesses applied for the funding 
in just three days, it became clear that the need was more 
than $300,000. This week, the fund got an additional 
boost when the City of Raleigh approved giving the col-
lege $60,000 to support the effort.

“Raleigh is home to more than 33,000 small businesses, 
making them a significant force in our local economy," 
said Raleigh Mayor Mary-Ann Baldwin. “From tech com-
panies to restaurants to landscapers and logistics firms, the 
innovation and unique niches they fulfill contribute tre-
mendously to our City and the quality of life we enjoy.”

The grants range from $500 to $3,000. While they’re not 
intended to provide long-term support, the grants could 
be vital to keeping business afloat in the coming weeks, 
said Katie Gailes, Wake Tech’s director of entrepreneurship 
initiatives.

“Main Street businesses were among the first on the 
lock down list in response to the pandemic,” Gailes said. 
“These are the small businesses that make our communi-
ties work.”

“This fund can help small and main street business by 
providing funding for key things like rent, utilities, and sal-
aries to tie them over until federal resources are distributed, 
or in the case of those not eligible for those programs, allow 
them to hold on until the pandemic is over,” she added.

The Wake Tech Foundation is hoping that more orga-
nizations will step up to support this effort. Community-
based foundations and private citizens interested in con-
tributing to the Rally Fund for Small Businesses can learn 
more at foundation.waketech.edu.

Wake Tech offers relief to small businesses impacted by CoVID-19

Design Food Group President 
& CEO and Brooks Street Bowl 
owner Douglas Pearce was recog-
nized in March as a Main Street 
Champion during the 2020 NC 
Main Street Awards Conference 
in New Bern.  

Pearce was one of 45 individu-
als and organizations from across 
North Carolina to receive the 
honor in recognition of their com-
mitment to downtown revitaliza-
tion. This year’s group of Main 
Street Champions brings the total 
number to 766 since champions 
were first named in 1980.

“Despite the short-term un-
certainty in the global economy 
right now, vibrant downtowns will 
remain catalysts for North Caro-
lina’s economic prosperity in the 
years ahead,” said NC Commerce 
Secretary Anthony M. Copeland. 
“These honorees have shown con-
siderable creativity and dedication 
in improving their communities. 
We’re proud to honor their vision 
and hard work as Main Street 
Champions.”

According to Downtown Di-

rector Lisa Hayes, Pearce is an 
especially deserving Main Street 
Champion.  

“Doug is a leading force and 
visionary in the economic vital-
ity of Downtown Wake Forest,” 
said Hayes. “Several years ago he 
purchased a small downtown res-
taurant. By leveraging his exten-
sive knowledge of the food and 
beverage industry and enlisting 
the help of his son, the restaurant 
quickly outgrew the space. For 
their new restaurant they chose a 
location in an underutilized shop-
ping center along South Brooks 
Street in downtown. That restau-
rant is now an incredibly popular 
destination spot for Wake Forest 
residents and residents in sur-
rounding communities.”

Pearce continued the revital-

ization of the shopping center by 
purchasing additional storefronts 
and installing Wake Forest’s only 
bowling alley, which includes a 
concession stand, full bar and 
party area. Later, he transformed 
another vacant space into a trendy, 
popular boutique, managed by his 
daughter.

“The shopping center, now 
known as Renaissance Place, went 
from being neglected and empty 
to completely full of engaging, 
successful businesses,” said Hayes.

 She added, “Doug has worked 
hard to make Downtown Wake 
Forest such a great and unique 
place for our citizens and visitors 
alike and his investment, unstop-
pable energy and vision for the 
heart of our community are great-
ly appreciated.”

Pearce honored as
Main Street Champion

Doug Pearce and his wife, Gennie, at the ceremony where 
Pearce was honored as a Main Street Champion.

PHoTo  |  SUBMITTED

“Doug is a leading force and visionary in the
economic vitality of Downtown Wake Forest.” 

 — Lisa Hayes
director, Downtown Wake Forest
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Obituary submissions
Once we have lived a full life, com-

fort is needed to those left behind 
after death. The WSJ respects this. 
Local people should be remembered 
in a record for generations to come. 
The WSJ accepts obituaries, at no 
cost, that describe who your beloved 
really was. Did he have a best friend 
to mention? A faithful pet? Did she 
have the best apple pie ever? In the 
notice, be free to tell his/her story 
like is should be. Keep the length 
to about 750 words. Photos of the 
deceased with family are welcomed. 
We will accept one portrait photo 
and one photo of your choice. Please 
identify those in the photos as best 
as possible.

Send obituary submissions to edi-
tor@wsj30.com.

Lizzie King
April 26, 1918 ~ April 23, 2020 

Lizzie D. King, 101, of Raleigh, passed 
away on April 23, 2020 at her daughter’s 
home in Wake Forest. She was born April 
26, 1918 in Franklin County, a daughter of 
the late Frank and Bessie Dent. Lizzie was 
predeceased by her husband John L. King.

She is survived by her daughter, Gail P. 
Carter and her husband, Monroe, of Wake 
Forest, and a son Larry M. King of Las 
Vegas, Nevada; grandson, Ken Partozes 
and companion Jennifer, of Clayton, great-
grandchildren: Victoria Ivy Partozes and 
companion Jacob Jackson, and Odin Hayes 
Jackson all of Wake Forest.

A private graveside service will be held at 
Harris Chapel Church Cemetery.

A service of Bright Funeral Home 405 S. 
Main St. Wake Forest, NC 27587.

Jennifer Suzanne Lien
April 2, 1969 ~ April 27, 2020

Jennifer Suzanne Lien, 51, of Raleigh, 
passed away on Monday, April 27, 2020 
in Raleigh. She was born April 2, 1969 in 
Cedar Rapids, Iowa, a daughter of Dennis 
Hobel and Carla Lange. She was prede-
ceased by her father, Dennis.

Jennifer graduated from Linn-Mar High 
School. She loved working with the elderly, 
going to the beach and laughing with her 
friends and family, with a glass of Pinot 
Grigio. Jennifer loved her two dogs, Cici 
and Fran.

Along with her mother, Carla, Jennifer is 
survived by her husband of 25 years, Chris 
Lien of Raleigh, her daughters: Gwen of 
Edinburgh, Scotland and Lily of Raleigh; 
her sister, Lisa Moon of Melbourne, FL, 
and her brother, Rob Hobel and his wife 
Danielle of Cedar Rapids, IA.

Private services will be held for the fam-
ily. In lieu of flowers, memorial donations 
may be made to Gofundme:

https://www.gofundme.com/manage/
help-support-jennifer-liens-family-thank-
you-xo

A service of Bright Funeral Home 405 
S. Main St. Wake Forest, NC 27587. www.
brightfunerals.com

Bobby Eugene Kelly
December 11, 1934 ~ April 27, 2020 

Bobby Eugene “Bob” Kelly, 85, of Ra-
leigh a loving husband, father and friend 
to many passed away on Monday April 27, 
2020 at home surrounded by children and 
loved ones. He was born in Durham County 
the son of the late Azile Gilmore Kelly and 
Percy Eugene Kelly. He was also preceded 
in death by a sister, Cecelia Kelly Hanson.

He always wanted to provide for his fam-
ily and everyone else.

A private graveside service was at the 
Woodland Baptist Church Cemetery on 
Saturday May 2, 2020 with Masonic Rites. 
Due to the Coronavirus a memorial service 
will be held at a later date at Woodland 
Baptist Church.

Bob is survived by his wife; Emogene 
Mangum Kelly, a daughter; Robin Kelly 
Bailey and husband Brian, a son; Jeffrey Eu-
gene Kelly; grandchildren; Megan McCor-
mick, Patrick McCormick, Samantha Kelly 
and Zack Kelly;  step-children; Robert Neil 
Liles and wife Stephanie, James Kevin Liles 
and wife Brandy, step-grandchildren; Chris 
and wife, Meaghan Bailey; Robert Bailey, 
Josh and wife, Gesa Cole; Tyler, Kaitlyn, 
Cody, Garrett, Mackenzie and Dylan Liles 
and  a brother; Jerry Kelly.

In lieu of flowers memorial contributions 
can be made to Transitions Life Care Hos-
pice 250 Hospice Circle Raleigh, NC 27607 
or to the Woodland Baptist Church 190 
Woodland Church Road Wake Forest, NC 
27587 or to a charity of one’s choice.

Bob’s body will lie in state from 9-4 Fri-
day May 1 at Bright Funeral Home & Cre-
mation Center 405 South Main St. Wake 
Forest, NC 27587. www.brightfunerals.com

Clarence Newton Weathers
March 16, 1952 ~ April 29, 2020

An obituary is not available at this time 
for Clarence Newton Weathers.

Gary A. Lissoway
August 13, 1943 ~ April 29, 2020

An obituary is not available at this time 
for Gary A. Lissoway.

Robert Peter Cogliati
August 16, 1931 ~ April 29, 2020

An obituary is not available at this time 
for Robert Peter Cogliati.

Margaret Ludwig Stewart
July 7, 1928 - April 30, 2020

Margaret Ludwig Stewart of Wake For-
est, NC, aged 91, passed away on April 30, 
2020.  She was born on July 7,  1928 in Bal-
timore, MD, and then moved to Pasadena, 
MD.   

 Margaret loved the Lord and taught 
Sunday School for 17 years at Lake Shore 
Baptist Church, sang in the church choir 
and attended many Bible studies.  She loved 
to read and create all kinds of crafts includ-
ing painting, ceramics, crocheting, and sew-
ing.  She was a nature and animal lover, es-
pecially dogs which she had all her life.

She was preceded in death by her lov-
ing husband of 71 years, Wayne Stewart; 
parents, George and Marian Ludwig; and 
brothers, Buddy and Jimmy Carrick  and 
Johnny Burr.   She was the loving mother 
of Carolyn Prince, Cathy Johnson, Dawn 
Suski, Wayne L. Stewart and Joy Penn.  She 
was also blessed with 13 grandchildren, 
17 great grandchildren and a great great 
grandchild.  

 Services will be held in Bright Funeral 
Home in Wake Forest, NC with a private 
graveside service at  Meadowridge Ceme-
tery in Elkridge, Maryland.  A Celebration 
of Life will be held at a later date.

Charles William Dennis
October 24, 1935 ~ May 1, 2020

An obituary is not available at this time 
for Charles William Dennis.

Richard E. “Ricky” Voigt III
June 10, 1986 ~ April 21, 2020

Richard Emil “Ricky” Voigt, III, 33, of 
Apex, passed away Tuesday, April 21, 2020. 
He was born in Manhasset, New York on 
June 10, 1986.

He loved going to the gym, being out on 
the water, skiing, and spending time with 
family and friends.  Ricky had a big heart 
and was loved by all.

Being sensitive to the spread of 
COVID-19 a service will be held at a 
later date at Trinity Evangelical Lutheran 
Church, Hicksville, NY. You are invited to 
leave an online condolence to let the fam-
ily know you are thinking of them during 
this time.

Ricky is survived by his parents, Rick 
and Barbara Voigt; brother, Bobby Voigt of 
Merrimack, NH; his beloved dog, Meela;  
aunts & uncles, Yvonne Dobler of Minne-
sota, Gary & Fran Voigt of Florida, Patty 
Voigt of New York, and Edward Voigt of 
Florida; many cousins and extended fam-
ily.   

A service of Clancy Strickland Wheeler 
Funeral Home, 1051 Durham Road, Wake 
Forest, NC 27587.(919-556-7400)

Janet Parrott Ivey
December 3, 1953 ~ April 27, 2020

Janet Parrott Ivey met her Lord and Sav-
ior April 27, 2020 after zip lining through 
the rain forest on a motorcycle through mul-
tiple rings of fire. Her final words were “I 
told you this would be fun!”

From the beginning, Janet was deter-
mined to break all expectations thrust upon 
her. With two older sisters, her parents had 
expected Janet to be a bouncing baby boy. 
Her mother was famously quoted as saying 
“girls, girls, girls, another girl” on the way 
out of the operating room. She was named 
Janet Theresa, an homage to her father, John 
Thomas. The family planned to call her “JT”, 
but her sisters just called her “Stinky.”

She gained notoriety early when the Roa-
noke Rapids Daily Herald featured her get-
ting her second curly hair permanent on her 
1st birthday. She would go on to have hun-
dreds more in her life. None of them took, a 
show of her dogged tenacity.

Janet was a lifelong trend-setter, the orig-
inal hipster; she could frequently be heard 
saying “I did that before it was cool.” Some 
of her more controversial trends included a 
square wedding cake and a white house with 
a red front door.

Janet excelled in basically everything she 
ever attempted. Her many awards and ac-
colades included, “Cleanest Kitchen During 
a Home Economics Final,” “Queen of Heri-
tage High School Duties,” and “World’s 
Most Delicate Flower.”

She was preceded in death by her hus-
band James Willie Ivey, Jr.; her parents John 
Thomas and Rebecca Fisher Parrot; her sister 
Betsy Parrott Johnson; and, her grand-dog 
Gypsy Rose Lee. She was clear her first pri-
ority meet up in Heaven would be Gypsy.

She leaves behind two daughters, Kelly 
Elizabeth and Leslie Suzanne. Each ab-
solutely perfect in every possible way. She 
made it her life’s mission to ensure neither 
ever doubted who was her favorite and wor-
thy of all her love – it was most definitely 
Gypsy.

Janet had a wonderful sense of humor, 
with an infectious laugh. It was important to 
her that her obituary reflect that! However, 
her daughters want to seriously express how 
deeply she was loved and how immensely 
she will be missed.

In light of the current pandemic, Janet’s 
visitation and memorial will be conducted 
differently. The family will receive guests in 
their cars in the driveway of Clancy Strick-
land Wheeler Funeral Home in Wake Forest 
on Saturday, May 2, 2020, from 2 to 4 pm. 
The family will be recording the memorial 
service and releasing it via will via a private 
YouTube channel on Sunday, May 3, 2020. 
If you would like access to the memorial ser-
vice video, please send an email request to 
JanetIveyMemorial@gmail.com.

Janet has requested that people make do-
nations to St. Jude’s Children’s Hospital in 
lieu of flowers.

Kristi Meyers Brinson
Nov. 1, 1962 ~ April 30, 2020

 Kristi Meyers Brinson, 57, of Raleigh, 
passed away Thursday, April 30, 2020, at her 
family’s home in Wake Forest surrounded by 
her family. She was born in Wake County 
and was a loving mother, daughter, sister, and 
best friend to many. Her presence and loving 
spirit will be greatly missed.

Kristi loved her two girls more than any-
thing in the world. They spent many hours 
together exercising, watching TV, especially 
all episodes of Monk, dining out, hanging 
out, laughing, and just having a good time. 
Kristi enjoyed being around her sisters, 
nieces, and nephews. Kristi had a knack for 
finding 4 leaf clovers. No matter where she 
was, she would always find at least one four-
leaf clover! Kristi always loved being around 
her favorite little man...her 5-pound dog 
Charlie! When she’d be able to take a trip to 
Wilmington, you’d certainly find her there, 
as it was her favorite place to be with her 
life-partner. We all love her and will miss her 
terribly.

Private services will be held at a future 
date.

Kristi was survived by her daughters, Julia 
Brinson and Jada Brinson both of Raleigh; 
parents Stuart & Donna Stroud Meyers of 
Wake Forest; Deborah Johnson & husband 
Stephen of Wake Forest, Michel Hanenberg 
& husband Will of Raleigh, Ken Green & 
wife Mary of Myrtle Beach, SC and Michael 
Green & wife Emily of Myrtle Beach, SC; 
many nieces, nephews, and extended family.

A service of Clancy Strickland Wheeler 
Funeral Home, 1051 Durham Road, Wake 
Forest, NC. (919)556-7400

Robert L. Strickland Jr.
“Robbie”

October 24, 1964 ~ May 4, 2019

Robert Lee “Robbie” Strickland, Jr., 54, 
of Raleigh, passed away Saturday May 4, 
2019.

Services will be held at a later date.
Robbie is survived by his mother, Shel-

via Branch Strickland; sister, Jean Howard 
& husband Bailey of Smithfield nieces & 
nephews, Crystal Clark(Gabe), Michelle 
Rackley( Joey), Nicole Cooper( Josh), Chris 
Howard(Maria) and Britney Howard; 
ten great-nieces & great-nephews, Noah, 
Rhyan, & Holly Clark, Bayleigh & Cash 
Rackley, Andrew, Mackenzie & Kaitlyn 
Cooper and Vann & Leland Howard. He 
was preceded in death by his father, Robert 
Lee Strickland.

Arrangements are by Clancy Strickland 
Wheeler Funeral Home and Cremation 
Service, 1051 Durham Road, Wake Forest, 
NC 27587.(919)556-7400

Shelvia Branch Strickland
April 15, 1937 ~ May 1, 2020 

Shelvia Branch Strickland, 83, of Ra-
leigh, passed away Friday morning at the 
Laurels of Forest Glenn.  She was born in 
Sampson County, a daughter of the late 
Cecil and Esther Thornton Branch.  She 
was preceded in death by her husband, 
Robert Lee Strickland and a son, Robert 
“Robbie” Lee Strickland, Jr.

Due to the Covid-19 virus, there will 
be a private family burial at the Memorial 
Cemetery in Dunn, NC.

She is survived by her daughter and son-
in-law, Jean and Bailey Howard of Smith-
field; grandchildren, Crystal Clark (Gabe), 
Michelle Rackley ( Joey), Nicole Cooper 
( Josh), Chris Howard (Maria) & Britney 
Howard; great-grandchildren, Noah Clark, 
Bayleigh & Cash Rackley, Andrew, MacK-
enzie & Kaitlyn Cooper, Vann, Leland & 
Grayson Howard; sisters, Cecile Jackson 
of Dunn, Peggy Lee (Harold) of Newton 
Grove, Phillis Haas of Dunn and Vicky 
Dudley of Dunn.

Arrangements are by Clancy Strickland 
Wheeler Funeral Home and Cremation 
Service, 1051 Durham Road, Wake Forest, 
NC 27587. www.cswfuneralhome.com
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WSJFAITH

Having a guest speaker? or having a fundraiser to help out a building 
fund? Wake Forest is brimming with churches and religious activities, and 
we will publish your news, complimentary. Photos of programs and other 
activities are welcomed. Please include names of those in the photos and 

limit your information to about 250 words. Send to editor@wsj30.c0m.  
Above is the Wake Forest Christain Church Disciples of Christ. 

WSJ PHOtO  |  KatHy HarreLSON

We Want Your Church News

The Town of Wake For-
est is currently accepting 
applications from area high 
school students interested 
in serving on the Youth 
in Government Advisory 
Board (YGAB) for the 
2020-21 school year. Ap-
plications and recommen-
dation forms are available 
on the Town’s website at 
www.wakeforestnc.gov/
advisory-boards/advisory-
board-application. Com-
pleted applications must 
be received no later than 5 
p.m. Monday, May 11.

 Only high school stu-
dents (grades 9-12) are 

eligible to serve on the 
YGAB, including rising 
ninth graders. Members 
serve four‐year terms or 
until graduation, whichever 
comes first.

The YGAB is comprised 
of eight to 20 members. 
No more than four can live 
outside the corporate town 
limits. For the upcoming 
school year, the board will 
have an opening for at least 
five members.

The YGAB advises the 
Board of Commissioners 
on issues of interest to area 
youth. Board members also 
learn leadership skills, gain 

knowledge of how local 
government operates and 
volunteer during Town-
sponsored events.

The Board of Commis-
sioners will announce the 
official appointments to 
the YGAB during its regu-
lar meeting on Tuesday, 
July 21.

The year for the YGAB 
will coincide with the 
school year - August 
through July.

For more information, 
contact Executive Assistant 
Cathi Pope at 919-435-
9467 or cpope@wakefor-
estnc.gov.

WSJBUSINESS

Dunkin’ Doughnuts is opening a new shop in Wake Forest in the lot beside the
Sam’s Xpress Car Wash on Rogers Road. An opening date is not known.

WSJ PHOTO  |  JAY LAMM

TIme to make the doughnuts

Town accepting applications
for Youth in Government

Advisory Board
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protest here was a preview of protests to come during the 
week in Raleigh, as the state Legislature went into session 
to allocate federal funding for stimulus to curb the effects 
of Coronavirus.

Savage’s husband, Brian, is a physician’s assistant, who 
was put on unpaid furlough because his employer cannot 
perform elective surgeries during the state shutdown.

“How can the government prevent my husband from 
making a legal living?” said Savage.

“We came out here on Saturday and found our spot. 
Then Sunday my husband came and cut the grass along 
the shoulder, so we would have a clear place to stand,” she 
said.

The Savage’s daughter, Rachel, waiting to resume her 
college career at Wake Tech when the restrictions are lifted 
was standing with her parents holding her own sign.

“I just want to be allowed to go back to school, and my 
Dad wants to go back to work,” she said.

“I have lived on military bases for a big part of my life. 
I have lived a life of government rules and regulations, but 
how this pandemic is being handled is ridiculous. Our 

rights are being stomped on, with little concern for the 
collateral damage,” she said.

Joel Cooper along with his wife, Claire, and daughter, 
Carolina, said he was protesting to support his wife and 
daughter.

“I’m semi-retired but my wife is an engineer and my 
daughter works in sports entertainment and they both lost 
their jobs,” said Joel.

Lana Fugh was protesting with her husband, Nick, and 
their two small children, Anders and Annabel.

“My husband became a citizen of this country one year 
ago. His job has been delayed because of his education be-
ing shutdown at North Carolina State University,” said 
Fugh. “He was supposed to graduate and start his job. All 
that has been put on hold.”

As cars and trucks passed the protestors, they honked in 
support.

“Everyone has been so supportive, and there has been no 
law enforcement to show up,” she said.

  Savage waved her flag at a truck whose driver yelled 
support.

“I think the people of Wake Forest showed their sup-

port today. We need to reopen Wake Forest, reopen Wake 
County and reopen North Carolina,” she said.

The protestors were going to leave at 7 p.m. and not re-
turn to their newly mowed “soapbox.”

They joined the ReopenNC protests the next day to fight 
the bigger battle on a bigger stage.

“We must stop the tyranny,” Savage said.

In Raleigh

On Tuesday, hundreds of protesters gathered downtown 
Raleigh for a third week of opposing the governor's stay-
at-home order, which has been extended to May 8.

Four protesters were arrested when they failed to follow 
police instruction.

“The thing we have to put first and foremost is the public 
health and safety of North Carolinians,” Gov. Cooper said 
last week. “We have to make sure that things are safe. I’m 
very eager to move into our phases of reopening. We have a 
way to look at the indicators to tell us how fast we are go-
ing to get there. I hope we move through these as quickly 
as possible.”

weekend.
The North Carolina Chamber of Com-

merce worked closely with lawmakers on 
several provisions that made it into the final 
the bill. This includes $125 million in fund-
ing for small business loans through the 
Golden LEAF Foundation.

Restrictions

Cooper and N.C. Department of Health 
and Human Services Secretary Dr. Mandy 
Cohen have urged residents not to put their 
guard down against the Coronavirus.

“North Carolinians have made tremen-
dous sacrifices and it is making a differ-
ence,” said Cooper during a briefing Thurs-
day. “We remain hopeful that the trends 

will be stable enough to move into Phase 1 
next week. (Week beginning May 4.)” 

“We need keep up the actions that will 
slow the spread of the virus. The good news 
is that we know we can do this. If we stay 
home now to protect our loved ones and 
our communities, we can put ourselves on a 
path to begin easing restrictions and mov-
ing forward as planned," Cohen said.

As of today, North Carolina has 10,509 
lab-confirmed cases, 546 people in the hos-
pital, and 378 deaths due to COVID-19. 

Cooper and Cohen updated on where 
North Carolina stands on the following key 
metrics:

Sustained Leveling or Decreased Trajec-
tory in COVID-Like Illness (CLI) Sur-
veillance Over 14 Days. Currently, North 
Carolina’s syndromic surveillance trend for 
COVID-like illness is level over past 14 
days but has been on an uptick over the past 

seven days. 
Sustained Leveling or Decreased Tra-

jectory of Lab-Confirmed Cases Over 14 
Days. Currently, North Carolina’s trajectory 
of lab-confirmed cases over the last 14 days 
cases is still increasing.

Sustained Leveling or Decreased Trajec-
tory in Percent of Tests Returning Positive 
Over 14 Days. Currently, North Carolina’s 
trajectory in percent of tests returning posi-
tive over the last 14 days is decreasing. 

Sustained Leveling or Decreased Tra-
jectory in Hospitalizations Over 14 Days. 
Currently, North Carolina’s trajectory of 
hospitalizations over the last 14 days is 
level. 

In addition to these metrics, the state 
continues building capacity to be able to 
adequately respond to an increase in virus 
spread. These areas include:

Increase in laboratory testing: North 

Carolina has surpassed 4,000 tests for the 
last six of 9 days (as of Thursday) with 6,000 
tests reported (Wednesday.) 

Increase in Tracing Capability: The Car-
olina Community Tracing Collaborative is 
a new partnership with Community Care 
of North Carolina and the North Carolina 
Area Health Education Centers to double 
the state’s current contact tracing capabili-
ties. 

Availability of personal protective equip-
ment. The state has a 30-day supply of most 
personal protective equipment, except for 
gowns and N95 masks. 

“We need everyone to continue following 
the stay-at-home order right now so that 
we can move to the next phases of easing 
restrictions. Complacency could risk lives 
and undo these plans,” Cooper said.

Wake Forest remains under restrictions 
of the state stay-at-home order.
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Joel Cooper, with his daughter, Claire and wife, Carolina joined two other families on the shoulder of Capital Boulevard, demanding
Gov. roy Cooper to reopen North Carolina from COVID-19 retrictions.

WSJ PHOtO  | Jay LaMM


