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As many towns and cities were seeing hos-

tile protests and rioting, the messages of love, 
peace, unity and understanding lofted through 
the warm-wind, blown trees in a lot off Taylor 
Street.

A few more than 100 people of all ages gath-
ered June 7 in the space for the first of what 
is expected to be many demonstrations by the 
community for racial justice and equality in the 
wake of George Floyd’s killing in Minneapo-
lis and subsequent revivals of police brutality 
since.

“We are here, come together, as churches 
of all denominations to speak out about racial 
barriers,” said Pastor Tony Harris of Greater 
New Life Fellowship Community Church. “It 
is time for community change. We are here to 
make sure everything is done in decency and 

in order.”
Harris led the group in song and prayer, with 

God as a central focus.
“We do not want this to be in vain,” he said, 

while speaking of God’s spirit among them, not 
to be blocked in the confines of four walls.

The change he spoke of was broad and in-
cluded better education within the Wake For-
est black community, continued good relations 
with the WF Police Department and general 
unity for all the people of the town.

The event had only been a few days in the 
making by three ambitious young Wake Forest 
leaders — Tara Alston, Shynese Hockaday and 
Sharrese Deonna. The three of them dodged 
throughout the crowd handing out informa-
tion on taking care of personal finance, on the 
Census and on voting and greeting people in 
a crowd that turned out numbers much higher 
than expected.

Attending were Wake Forest Commissioner 
Bridget Wall-Lennon, multiple members of 

the Wake Forest Northeast Community Coali-
tion and leader and icon Tilda Caudle. Singer 
Mable Jeffreys performed as organizers handed 
out helium balloons to be released in honor 
each for a person who may have endured racial 
injustice or in the memory of Floyd.

Wall-Lennon commended Alston, Hocka-
day and Deonna for their leadership and said 
she is happy to see youth in the community try-
ing to make a difference for good.

In reference to “Black Lives Matter,” Wall-
Lennon emphasized, “We never said only 
‘Black Lives Matter.’ We know all lives mat-
ter,” she said, noting that the black community 
needs its allies to stand with it.

She warned against being taken in by hatred 
at this time.

“We must make sure that the hatred does not 
seep inside of us,” she said.

Quoting Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., Wall-

Taking it to the streets
WF demonstrates in peace as other 

towns see rage, hostility

Young protestors demonstrate in Wake Forest asking for justice and equality for all races.About 100 people 
joined the march on Sunday,June 7. WSJ PHOTOS  |  KATHY HARRELSON

BLACK LIVES MATTER MOVEMENT
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New health guidelines released last week give 
three scenarios under which schools are to be pre-
pared to open in August for traditional calendar.

The guidelines represent a first step to help 
North Carolina K-12 public schools find a safe 
way to open to in-person instruction for the 2020-
21 academic year, health and education leaders an-

nounced.
A planned beginning date for school to resume 

in Wake County is Aug. 17.
The StrongSchoolsNC Public Health Toolkit 

(K-12) lays out a comprehensive set of baseline 
health practices that public schools should follow 
to minimize risk of exposure to COVID-19 for 
students, staff, and families. In addition to specific 
requirements, the Toolkit recommends practices 

that schools should implement to 
minimize spread of COVID-19 
while allowing in-person teaching to 
resume. 

Gov. Roy Cooper, State Superintendent 
of Public Instruction Mark Johnson, State 
Board of Education Chair Eric Davis, and N.C. 

Plans to reopen schools
Wake County looking to start schools Aug. 17

Virus
cases
spike

SCHOOLS | cont’d on page 9

By KATHy HARRELSON
FOR THE WSJ

 
North Carolina is among the 19 states 

in the country that is experiencing a spike 
in Coronavirus cases, according to a na-
tional report released Monday, and Wake 
County is among the top nine counties 
in the state where cases are surging.

 The N.C. update came after an active 
weekend of case reports. N.C. Gov. Roy 
Cooper said during a Monday Corona-
virus briefing that he will announce early 
next week about whether the state will 
move into a progressive reopening phase 
or if the state will need to look at main-
taining or tightening restrictions.

As this decision lingers, Wake County 
commissioners decided not to make 
masks/face coverings mandatory (like 
in Durham and Orange counties), leav-
ing the decision to cities and towns, and 
Wake County Schools discussed Mon-
day night the path back to safe schools 
under the guidelines issued by the state 
in the form of three scenarios of readi-
ness.

Wake Forest Mayor Vivian Jones said 
Tuesday that the town will follow re-
strictions on mandatory face coverings 
set forth by the state.

Cooper cited the current metrics, 
which he and Department of Health 
and Human Services Secretary Dr. 
Mandy Cohen both said are moving in 
the wrong direction. All metrics being 
evaluated are on the increase.

"Let's press to make sure we can flat-
ten that curve," he said.

Both Cohen and Cooper said public 
social distancing, wearing masks and 
washing hands can lend a great deal to 
lessening the spread of the virus.Coo-
per said he and other state leaders are 
actively discussing whether cloth face 
coverings should be mandatory in public 
across the state. 

 On Monday, June 15, there were 
45,102 confirmed cases of COVID-19 
in North Carolina; 797 hospitalizations; 
1,118 deaths. Twenty-two percent of 
ICU beds are available, and 27 percent 
of inpatient beds are available. Tuesday 
hospitalizations spiked to 829.

"I know we see things going in the 
wrong direction, but if we act collectively, 
we can take control of our fate here," 
Cohen said. "I know folks want to move 

VIRUS | cont’d on page 9 PROTEST | cont’d on page 9
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Two dead bodies were found in a vehicle in the 
parking lot of the Wakefield Crossing Shopping 
Center, off of Falls of the Neuse Road. Raleigh 

police were called to the shopping center at 8:05 
a.m. Friday morning and found two adults dead.
Residents of a surrounding neighborhood said 

they heard two gun shots about the time the 
police said the incident was reported. The inves-
tigation continues and no other information has 

been released.
WSJPHOTO | JAy LAMM

Two dead bodies 
found in vehicle

On June 6, Wake Forest Fire Department’s Engine 4, Ladder 1, and Bat-
talion 2 were dispatched to a traffic accident on Purnell Road. Battalion 2 
arrived to a two car head on-collision. A total of four patients were trans-

ported by EMS to the hospital. Conditions of the patients are unknown. No 
other information has been released.

PHOTO | WAKE FOREST FIRE DEPARTMENT
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A Wake Forest man was arrested for steal-
ing a vehicle on June 9. Robert Dougles Wit-
mer, 26, of Woodland Church, Wake Forest, 
was charged with felony larceny of a motor ve-
hicle, driving while impaired and driving with 
license revoked for impaired driving. Witmer 
was placed under a $3,000 secured bond. 

The Wake Forest Police Department also 
made the following arrests from June 4-9:

June 4
n Amanda Caroline Barber, 17, Fieldmont 

Court, Raleigh: driving while impaired; bond 
unavailable.

n Perry James King, 20, Strategy Way, Wake 

Forest: felony larceny and injury to personal 
property; $2,000 unsecured bond.

n Norberto Cuauhtemoc Modesto-Gomez, 
28, Buckingham Drive, Franklinton: sexual 
battery; $3,000 secured bond.

June 5
n Michael Todd Fowler, 54, Martin Drive, 

Whispering Pines: obtaining property under 
false pretenses; $15,000 secured bond.

n Tevin Devon Roberts, 27, Chavis Street, 
Kittrell: possession of marijuana up to 0.5 oz., 
possession of marijuana paraphernalia and 
failure to appear; $500 secured bond.

June 6
n Dwight Edward Clark, 62, Woods Place, 

Raleigh: driving while impaired and driving 
with license revoked for impaired driving; 
$1,000 unsecured bond.

n Matthew Paul Richitelli, 33, Richland 
Bluff, Wake Forest: felony possession of a 
Schedule II controlled substance; $2,000 se-
cured bond.

June 7
n Isaiah Amar Torrance, 28, Oakwood 

Lane, Henderson: misdemeanor probation 
violation; $690 bond.

n Rebecca Lynn Zammiello, 35, Middle-
town Drive, Wake Forest: driving while im-
paired; released without bond.

June 8
n Wesley Trent Daniel, 36, Siena Drive, 

Wake Forest: misdemeanor larceny, felony 
probation violation, misdemeanor proba-
tion violation and failure to appear; $145,000 
bond.

n Katiya Tachannon Jones, 21, Bowen 
Street, Franklinton: simple assault; no bond.

June 9
n Tony Orlando Burt, 45, Parker Street, Ra-

leigh: felony larceny and felony conspiracy to 
commit felony larceny; $6,000 secured bond;

n Michael Darryl Lee, 55, Nickel Drive, 
Clayton: felony aiding and abetting larceny; 
$6,000 secured bond.

POLICE BLOTTER

FROM WSJ STAFF REPORTS

On June 8, the Wake Forest Parks, Rec-
reation & Cultural Resources Department 
opened  all Town-maintained athletic fields 
at all Town parks, except Flaherty Park Field 
#3 which is closed for maintenance. The fields, 
which have been closed due to COVID-19, 
will be available for rent beginning Monday, 
June 15.

These amenities are not sanitized daily, and 
visitors must use at their own risk. In addition, 
all users must follow group size (25 max) and 
social distancing guidelines.

Community health and safety is the top pri-
ority for the Town of Wake Forest. The situ-
ation surrounding COVID-19 continues to 
evolve, so the Town’s athletic fields are subject 
to close with limited notice. Wake Forest of-

ficials will continue to closely monitor updates 
and follow guidelines from the Wake County 
Health Department, N.C. Department of 
Health and Human Services and the Centers 
for Disease Control. These guidelines have 
been implemented in protocols established by 
the town to address potential exposure to the 
coronavirus and protect our community and 
staff.

Out of concern for public safety, PRCR 
offices and buildings, including Joyner Park 
Community Center, Flaherty Park Commu-
nity Center, Wake Forest Community House 
and Alston-Massenburg Center, remain closed 
to the public. A limited number of programs 
are being offered at these facilities, so only reg-
istered participants are allowed to enter.

In addition, playgrounds remain closed and 
drinking fountains are turned off. 

Athletic fields reopened to the public on June 8.
WSJPHOTO | JAy LAMM

Wake Forest reopens 
athletic parks

Two car collision

Wake Forest man charged with felony larceny of vehicle
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Northern Community Food Security 
Team Chair Andrew Brown, Jr. announced 
the Northern Regional Center, 350 E. 
Holding Ave., will continue serving as a 
weekday food distribution site through Fri-
day, July 31. Until then, parents and care-
takers of students ages 18 and younger can 

continue to pick up free, nutritious meals 
Monday-Friday from 11 a.m.-1 p.m. as 
part of Wake County’s Summer Nutrition 
Program. Distributed curbside at the NRC, 
the food is placed in safe and sanitized con-
tainers to minimize concerns related to the 
spread of Brown also reminded residents 
about the NCFST’s Weekend Meals Pro-
gram. Offered Fridays at the NRC from 11 

a.m.-1 p.m. (rain or shine), the initiative 
invites families to pick up enough food to 
sustain them through the weekend. Thanks 
to the NCFST’s network of partners, a vari-
ety of foods are available at no cost, includ-
ing dairy, poultry, fruits, vegetables and shelf 
staples (peanut butter, pasta, oatmeal, cereal, 
canned goods and nuts).

“Our efforts would not be possible with-

out the support we receive from our incred-
ible partners,” said Brown. “These partners 
include Farmer’s Foodshare, Backpack 
Buddies, Bread of Life Ministries, Tri-Area 
Ministries, Fresh Point Produce, and Inter-
Faith Food Shuttle.”

 For more information, contact NCFST 
Chair Andrew Brown Jr. at 919-435-9466 
or abrown@wakeforestnc.gov.

Contributed To WSJ
From The Town of Wake Forest 

Although the Wake Forest Renaissance 
Centre is closed and in-person events can-
celed, “the show must go on-line.” As we 
continue adjusting to life in the midst of 
COVID-19, the Renaissance Centre is set 
to begin offering a series of free online vi-
sual and performing arts experiences you 
can enjoy from the comfort of your home.

One of the Renaissance Centre’s signa-
ture events, The Malpass Brothers in con-
cert, will take place virtually on Saturday, 
July 25. The event will begin at 7 p.m. and 
can be streamed via the Renaissance Cen-
tre Facebook page.

Steeped in traditional country music, 
The Malpass Brothers feature a smooth 
vocal blend and skillful musicianship while 
performing in the styles of Johnny Cash, 
Marty Robbins and Hank Williams, Sr.

Food security team continues
food distribution until July 31

The show must 
go on, virtually
The Malpass Brothers to stream

online concert, July 25

Contributed To WSJ
From The Town of Wake Forest 

The Wake Forest Renaissance Centre will host 
Red, White and Hues, a Virtual Art Exhibit and 
Wine Tasting on Saturday, June 26, at 6 p.m.

Free and open to the first 90 people to register, 
the event will take place over Zoom.

Take a virtual tour of several works of art sup-
plied by the Wake Forest Guild of Artists while 
enjoying three wines specifically selected from 
Unwined on White to pair with the art. The artists 
and sommelier Andrew Mehring will join the con-
versation to share their inspiration and knowledge.

The cost of the three wines is $40 plus tax. Wines 
can be purchased online or by calling 919-761-5049 and 
may be picked up in-store or curbside. 

Orders must be received no later than Wednesday, June 24.
For more information, email Renaissance Centre Manager 

Debbie Dunn.

Art and Wine
Renaissance Centre to host virtual
art exhibit & wine tasting June 26

The Malpass Brothers will play a virtual concert July 25.
PHOTO | CONTRIBUTED

Contributed To WSJ
From The Town of Wake Forest 

The Town of Wake Forest and Wake 
Forest Downtown, Inc. are looking to 
stimulate our downtown economy and re-
ward residents who are supporting down-
town businesses during the COVID-19 
pandemic. To achieve these goals, from 
June 13-July 5, a special incentive is being 
offered to people who shop at participat-
ing stores.

 As part of “Red, White & Blue - Down-
town Wake Forest Needs You,” for every 
$25 a customer spends at one of the fol-
lowing downtown businesses, he or she will 
receive a raffle ticket to be entered into a 
weekly drawing:

n B & W Hardware, Co.
n Bella Music
n Nancy Jo Photography
n Next Consignment
n North Carolina General Stores 
n Page 158 Books
n Record Krate 
n Renegade Motorcycle 
n Southern Suds & Gifts 
n Sweeties Candy Shop

n The Cotton Company
n The Lemon Tree 
n Sugar Magnolia Café 
purchases of alcohol are not eligible)
n Unwined on White
(purchases of alcohol are not eligible)
n Wake Forest Art & Frame 
n Wake Forest Coffee Company
 
Over those four weeks ( June 13-July5), 

$1,500 in Downtown Dollars will be given 
away with the grand prize winner receiving 
$500.

 Drawings will be held on the following 
Wednesdays: June 17, June 24, July 1 and 
July 8. Winners will be announced on the 
Wake Forest Downtown Facebook and In-
stagram pages.

 Downtown Dollars can be used the 
same as cash. To learn more about Down-
town Dollars and view a list of downtown 
merchants who accept them, visit www.
wakeforestdowntown.com/downtowndol-
lars/.

 When you shop local, more of your mon-
ey helps the local economy. For every dollar 
you spend at locally-owned businesses, 68 
cents are reinvested into the community. 
For more information, email Downtown 
Development Program Specialist Jennifer 
Herbert at jherbert@wakeforestnc.gov.

Introducing
“Red, White & Blue – Downtown 

Wake Forest Needs You”
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Uneducated will not destroy country

Amidst the fire,
smoke rises

“Our WF matters”
 

The country is three weeks into a dark pit 
of protests, demonstrations, riots, looting, 
police shootings and killings and protester 

injuries and deaths.
It has been several weeks that have shocked most 

people, caused much concern and debate about ra-
cial equality and lack of it in our communities.

The time, in the midst of a worldwide health cri-
sis with the Coronavirus, has proven both stressful 
yet necessary.

We don’t always get conflict when expected in 
this country. Our citizenry hands it to us as our sins 
multiply and our endurance runs thin.

In just a short few weeks we have seen the genu-
ine character of many people who have varied per-
spectives on the impetus for the protesting and 
subsequent violence. The death of George Floyd 
in Minneapolis was not just one more death of a 
black man at the hands of unjust police brutality. 
The murder unleashed the internal burning of black 
souls for justice and then fueled the flame of a voice 
that cried from all Americans in one way or an-
other in a united realization of “Enough.” Enough 
hatred. Enough violence. Enough discrimination. 
Enough division.

Even the peaceful words of Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. – his face in graffiti along the nation’s high-
ways and capital city walls with fires in the back-
grounds and looting in the foregrounds — took on 
a deeper meaning when recited over the last few 
weeks, as if this country should ever have to look 
back relative to race relations and be retaught those 
lessons of simple humanity. But we do.

We have so much more to understand and over-
come. In many ways we as people became compla-
cent in our relationships and stood back to let laws 
and courts and politicians decide what is right and 
wrong for us in race relations.

In as much as we have progressed — racial ineq-
uity is palpable. It is harsh. It is real. It is wrong.

During the Wake Forest demonstration and 
march last week, the pain was heard in voices of 
members of our town’s black community who 
called to the table decades still of job discrimi-
nation based on skin color or based on the way a 
name sounds; ownerships of small business but not 
in commercial development and investments; edu-
cational inequities and even choices of hair styles 
in the workplace.

So very much unlike many of the demonstra-
tions/protests we have witnessed in recent weeks, 
the local effort embraced peace, awareness and love, 
and it did it in the powerful strength of true need 
and honesty.

The voices were mighty, and the messages were 
stern on the streets as they aligned together in 
numbers of 100 or more and chanted.

The local effort was put together by three in-
credible young women — Tara Alston, Shynese 
Hockaday and Sharrese Deonna — who undoubt-
edly were watching the historic uprisings and who 
knew they had to do something at home. They took 
action within days of the idea for a Wake Forest 
demonstration.

What they chose was to organize in a Godly 
presence, to open conversation, to recognize a good 
relationship with the Wake Forest Police Depart-
ment within the black community, to reach out and 
to offer support and help in education and voting 
rights and to embrace the opportunity to peace-
fully reject how black lives are continually put to 
the side.

They said, “Black Lives Matter.”
They also said, “All Lives Matter.”
WF Commissioner Bridget Wall-Lennon left 

her hand and heart wide open and said the black 
community needs its allies now.

She is so correct. We all need each other and ev-
ery ounce of love and understanding we can give. 
We hope the town will be prompted to reach out to 
“Our WF Matters” and open up discussions in the 
entire community about race relations and needs of 
modern-day that will move us forward as a solid, 
diverse community. But it should only be a sup-
port. We must all decide our roles and play it out 
successfully face-to-face daily and let truthful dia-
logues emerge.

No matter color, no matter feelings toward the 
actions of others in this raw and brutal time that 
have proven harmful and vile, no matter what prej-
udices are within any one of us — we have never in 
recent history had such a calling, such an opportu-
nity to be allies — together — one nation, under 
God with liberty and justice for all.

We hope the pursuit of better lives within our 
black community can be defined and brought to 
the forefront of police and local leaders and of all 
residents of the town.

With that will come better days and ways for us 
all.

In the last edition I 
wrote about sharing 
online information 

sources I used in my days 
as a reporter. A lot of law 
enforcement data is online, 
and I used to go through 
it weekly to see what was 
up.

For instance, you can see 
every report filed by Wake 
Forest Police at http://p2c.
wakeforestnc.gov . I used 
the “Event search” tab, 
by date reported. Expand 
the search parameters to a 
week and you’ll get a real 
idea just how much petty 
crime and fender benders 
occur in this town. The 
Wake County Sheriff ’s 
Office “police-to-citizen” 
site is at http://p2c.wake-
so.net. For some ungodly 
reason, the webpage is 
in reverse (black back-
ground, light text), which 
they probably think looks 
smart, but gave me split-
ting headaches. Since the 
Sheriff ’s Office runs the 
county jail, you can look up 
inmates – people awaiting 
trial –as well. Click “Filter 
inmate list” to do a search. 
To see who was recently 

arrested, take a gander at 
tiny.cc/wakearrests.

One tool for seeing 
crime in the area is online 
at https://community-
crimemap.com. Formerly 
called RAIDS Online, I 
used to use this for Raleigh 
crime mapping. Raleigh 
is still listed but nothing 
shows – their police de-
partment doesn’t upload 
this info anymore. But ru-
ral Franklin County is on 
it, which can be useful. To 
find locally registered sex 
offenders, use https://sex-
offender.ncsbi.gov/search.
aspx. If you don’t have a 
specific address in mind, 
just type “Wake Forest” 
into the Offender Search 
bar (second from top), and 
hit enter, and you’ll see a 
list of all offenders with a 
local address.

If you know someone 
who was convicted of a 
crime and want to check 
their sentence status, go to 
the state prison site at tiny.
cc/ncpriz, and click on the 
first link, then search by 
name. One caveat – those 
reports can be confusing 
to read and understand. To 

find a person convicted of a 
federal crime, use https://
www.bop.gov/inmateloc. 
You can also find someone’s 
pre-trial court status at 
tiny.cc/wktrialz. Note that 
court dates tend to change, 
so just because it says John 
Doe is going to trial Aug. 1, 
doesn’t mean that’ll be the 
case, due to motions. (Dur-
ing the outbreak, the courts 
are on hold anyway.)

Another link worth 
bookmarking is the Wake 
property lookup, http://
ser vices.wakegov.com/
realestate. Type in an ad-
dress and viola – there’s a 
residence’s build date, past 
owners, deed info, sale 
price, square footage, prop-
erty photo, tax value, et al. 
You can search undevel-
oped lots this way, too, but 
if you don’t have an address, 
find one in the same vicin-
ity, then click the “map,” 
tab, wait for it to zoom in 
(it can be sluggish), go to 
tools, and select the pointer 
to click neighboring prop-
erties. A field will populate 
on the right, and if you 
click the “$” sign, it’ll take 
you to the property info 

pages. Good for develop-
ment projects, or to figure 
out who actually owns a 
building.

There’s one more site I 
adore. If you love town his-
tory, there’s a searchable 
database of the Old Gold 
& Black, the Wake For-
est University newspaper. 
Every issue of the paper is 
scanned and online. A lot 
of the news is about the 
institution, to be sure, but 
you do find tidbits of town 
news in there as well right 
up until the college moved 
in 1956. It was an invalu-
able resource when I was 

LEOnE  |  COnT’D On 
PagE 5

Good morning. Well our coun-
try hasn’t quite been torn apart 
yet, and I doubt it will, but ev-

ery day it seems the uneducated are get-
ting a firmer grasp on how we may have 
to live our lives from now on.  I, also, 
doubt that lasts.

There is no room for racism or police 
brutality in this world. But there is also no 
room exploiting serious issues for political 
reasons, website hits or television ratings.

We have leaders, real leaders, who have 
intelligent thoughts to add to the conver-
sation, but for every one of those we have 
others with agendas, who use misinforma-
tion and chaos to manipulate the minds of 
the uneducated, immoral and basic trou-
blemakers to do their bidding for them.

I don’t have the time to teach a history 
lesson, but I will say Robert E. Lee is ar-
guably the greatest American soldier to 
ever step on a battlefield. Gen. Ulysses S. 
Grant, a slave owner, was a born loser who 
was in the right place at the right time but 
was able to keep it together for a few years 
and lead the Union to a Civil War win. 
The founding fathers did a great job lay-
ing the groundwork for a great nation to 
come. When the Declaration of Indepen-
dence was written there was a long debate 
on the verbiage to include about slavery. 
Slavery lost out. A mistake.

During the growing pains of our country 
many mistakes have been made, and hope-
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Wake Forest commissioners 

have approved a budget for the 
upcoming fiscal year, effective 
July 1.

It includes a roughly 3-cent de-
crease in the ad valorem tax rate 
from 52 to 49 cents per each $100 
in assessed property valuation 
based on an estimated tax base of 
$6.6 billion (Wake County) and 
$127 million (Franklin County).

Revenue from ad valorem taxes 
is projected to increase by about 
$4 million.

The budget takes $812,400 (70 
percent less than last year) out of 
unrestricted reserves to balance 
the roughly $57 million Wake 
Forest general fund. The unas-
signed fund balance is at $11.3 
million. The town has a target of 
keeping fund balance at 20-25 
percent of the total budget.

The budget includes remov-
ing the residential solid waste fee 
from the tax rate and establish-

ing a $21 user fee monthly for 
each user. The fee will show up 
on customers’ water and sewer 
bills, beginning Jan 1, 2021. Cur-
rently, the commercial tax base is 
subsidizing the residential solid 
waste collection due to the way 
the costs were merged when the 
town merged its water and sewer 
system with Raleigh in 2005.

A $25 vehicle fee is included 
(no change) — $5 for the general 
fund and $20 for the debt service 
fund for transportation improve-
ments debt services.

The tax rate for the Downtown 
Municipal Service District is 14 
cents per $100 of real property 
valuation to generate $99,300 for 
improvements in the downtown 
district.

 
Fire Department

One of the largest projects for 
the town is making the Wake 
Forest Fire Department a depart-
ment of town government. While 
the assumption had been pro-
jected to increase the tax rate as 
much as 3 cents, the recent reval-

uation of real property has made 
the financial impact to residents 
less than expected.

The largest capital expenditure 
for the town will be for the Fire 
Department — a $1.4 million 
aerial drawn ladder. The town will 
get six new positions for the Fire 
Department. The department is 
proposed to operate on $9.8 mil-
lion.

About $700,000 will be re-
ceived from the Fire Department 
as part of merging with the town, 
according to the budget. The 
town also expects Wake County 
to provide $1.62 million as part 
of a cost sharing agreement for 
fire coverage outside corporate 
limits.

With other personnel, 11 addi-
tional, staggered-hired positions 
were approved.

The new tax rate includes a 
cent and a half for transportation, 
an area where the anticipated tax 
revenues on the state level be-
cause of the virus are expected to 
decrease.

The cent and a half will gener-

ate $996,000 annually for a fund.
An affordable and workforce 

housing fund to continue initia-
tives through public and private 
partnerships was approved. A 
half cent will generate more than 
$332,000 annually, paying for a 
new position and supporting the 
initiative, which would involve 
developing a housing plan.

Debt service is projected at $6.8 
million (12.2 percent of the gen-
eral fund expenditures.). All the 
town’s general fund debt in placed 
in the debt service fund. Most of 
the debt to repay in from the con-
struction projections approved by 
voter referendum in 2014.

 
Closed Session

The Board of Commission-
ers passed a motion following 
a closed session on personnel 
to increase Town Manager Kip 
Padgett’s salary by 7 percent to 
$187,727, plus pay him a car al-
lowance of $3,500.

When the motion was made 
to raise the salary, Town Mayor 
Vivian Jones said, “I am pleased 
to support this increase, which is 
very much justified due to Kip’s 
excellent work this year during 
the Covid19 pandemic.

“His job will be much more 
difficult this year with the addi-
tion of the Fire Department to 
the town. We are very pleased to 
have someone of his ability and 
quality as our town manager.”

PADGETT

Wake Forest passes budget; 
town manager gets raise

FROM WSJ STAFF REPORTS

Face masks will be mandatory for people in public in 
Raleigh, starting 4 p.m. Friday.

Mayor Mary-Ann Baldwin amended the city's emer-
gency order during the Coronavirus pandemic to make 
face coverings mandatory when social distancing in public 
is difficult or impossible.

The Raleigh City Council voted unanimously on Tues-
day to authorize Baldwin to take the step.

Wake County has the second-highest number of Coro-
navirus infections in North Carolina 
and that the numbers are 

on the rise with cases and hospitalizations.
The mayor said Raleigh is working with WakeMed and 

Wake County to try to supply masks or other coverings 
to people who don't have any. Masks won’t be required 
for children 12 and under or for people who cannot wear 
them because of medical or religious reasons.

Raleigh police won't be citing people for not wearing 
masks in public.

Wake County officials said they won't enact a county-
wide requirement. Wake Forest leaders have said they will 
follow the state’s lead on mandatory masks, and Gov. Roy 

Cooper said last week that the restriction is 
being discussed.

Face masks mandatory
in Raleigh on Friday

Contributed To WSJ
From The Town of Wake Forest 

Simple Recycling has informed the Town of Wake 
Forest that it will discontinue its curbside textile collec-
tion program in Wake Forest effective Friday, June 19. 
In a letter to Town officials, Simple Recycling identified 
the COVID-19 pandemic as the primary reason for its 
decision.

“The COVID-19 pandemic has materially changed 
our nation and the world at large. While the full impact 
and interruptions to our business are yet to be fully re-
alized, in the immediate term, they are significant. We 
have been challenged to make difficult but prudent de-
cisions to ensure the continuity of our programs in your 
community and at a national level.

Because of this, please accept this notification that 
Simple Recycling will be discontinuing our curbside 
textile collection program in the City of Wake Forest 
and our last day of service will be June 19th as we are 
closing our local facility.”

The Town is encouraging local residents to consider 
the following tips when apparel, footwear and acces-
sories are out of style, worn, stained or just no longer 
useful.

Pass clothing along to family or friends. Babies and 
children often outgrow clothes well before they are worn 
out.

Donate clothing. Reputable charities and thrift stores 
accept and sell donated clothing to help fund their ac-
tivities and achieve their charitable missions. See a few 
local charities listed below. Approximately 20 percent of 
donated clothes are sold at thrift locations. The remain-
ing 80 percent is sold to recyclers.

Additionally, the following local non-profits ac-
cept donations of clothing: GCF Donation Center & 
Store, Goodwill, [animalkind.org/]Retails Thrift Store, 
Ukay Ukay Thrift Store, Giving Tree Foundation, Help-
ing Hand Mission, Salvation Army, Women's Center 
of Wake County, [nrm.pulishpath.com/thrift-shoppe]
North Raleigh Ministries.

The average person throws away nearly 70 lbs. of cloth-
ing, shoes and accessories each year. By recycling these 
items, Wake Forest residents can keep them out of the 
landfill and make them available to others who can use 
them.

 

writing for the town’s centennial celebration in 2009. See 
tiny.cc/ogbwf, and click “Browse by date” on the right. If 
you’re still stuck at home, it’s a great time killer.

For haters of long links, there’s one more worth men-
tioning – tiny.cc, which I used several times above. This 
is one of several URL shorteners that redirect links to a 
longer web address. They tend to expire after oh so many 
months, so once you get to the actual site, bookmark the 
real link.

— David Leone is a writer, photographer and raconteur 
who has worked in Wake Forest since 2007 and lived there 
since 2012.

fully we have learned from them all. But we learn from talk-
ing to each other. Intelligent conversations, debates, until we 
can agree or at least compromise.

Slavery was a mistake. So was the upheaval and massa-
cre of the Native American Indian. The Indian Removal Act 
ranks at the top of my list of mistreatments of people in the 
United States, but in the world, it’s no comparison to the 
Holocaust.

The Greatest Generation fought for the freedom of the 
World from Hitler and Japan in World War II. American 
men going to war and the women going to work in factories 
to come together to fight an injustice.

You can’t blame a 6-year-old American for what happened 
centuries ago, just as you can’t blame a 6-year-old Japanese 
for Pearl Harbor and a young German for the Holocaust.

There are legitimate protestors with a strong message, but 
there are also paid instigators pushing an political agenda 
and the worst of them all, uneducated millennials who think 
raising their fists above their heads for a few hours before 
they go home to their parents’ home and dye their hair  pur-
ple and adjust their piercings as they admire their tattoos in 
their parents’ master bathroom mirror.

This country will survive.
No hypocrite governor, tweeting president, jackass party 

or manipulating media will destroy it. 
They may make life inconvenient and scary at times, but 

they will not put an end to us.

LAMM | COnT’D fROm PagE 4 

Contributed To WSJ
From The Town of Wake Forest 

Delayed due to concerns about COVID-19, the opening 
of the Holding Park Aquatic Center will take place Wednes-
day, July 1, at 10 a.m. Open Swim times will be scheduled in 
three-hour blocks, with one hour in between to allow staff 
to clean and sanitize the facility, including deck chairs, door 
handles, hand rails and other high-touch areas.

A maximum of 120 patrons will be allowed inside the 
facility during each session. Patrons must register and pay 
for each session in advance online at https://bit.ly/Holding-
ParkAquaticCenter. No walk-ins will be allowed.

 The Wake Forest Parks, Recreation & Cultural Resources 
Department wants HPAC patrons to be aware of the follow-
ing policies and procedures for the 2020 season:

No cash transactions will be allowed. All Open Swim pa-
trons must pre-register and pay the user fee online in ad-
vance. This will ensure an accurate record of the number of 
users and assist with contact tracing efforts.

n No walk-ins will be allowed.
n The HPAC point of entry will be marked to encourage 

social distancing.
n Routes to access the pools and restrooms will be marked 

to allow for one-way traffic only.
n Restroom sinks will be marked to encourage social dis-

tancing.
n Lockers will not be available due to social distancing 

restrictions.
n Pool passes/punch cards will not be offered to ensure 

compliance with attendance limitations.
n Picnic tables will be spaced six feet apart.
n The number of deck chairs will be reduced by 50 per-

cent. Seating areas will be clearly marked to ensure proper 
spacing and appropriate social distancing. Patrons may bring 
their own chairs.

n Markings will be in place to keep patrons a minimum 
of six feet apart while waiting to use the diving board, slides 
and concession stand.

n Parent-Toddler swim time will not be offered as part of 
the 2020 HPAC schedule.

n No groups will be allowed, including day camps, unless 
the attendees are individually registered via RecDesk.

n Special events and rentals will not be offered at the 
HPAC in 2020.

Swim lesson registration will begin Monday, June 29, and 
be offered entirely online. The cost is $40 for Wake Forest 
residents who reside within the town limits and $80 for non-
Wake Forest residents. Payments can be made with debit 
card, MasterCard and Visa. Classes will be offered for pre-
schoolers (ages 3-5), beginners (ages 6 and above) and resi-
dents with disabilities. 

Pool opens July 1:
Must pay in advance

Simple Recycling to
discontinue service

LEONE | COnT’D fROm PagE 4 
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Amir Watkins’ mom didn’t have 
to twist his arm to get him to come 
to the Taylor Street Sprayground 
on Saturday, but was worried she 
may have to twist it to get him to 
leave.

“Amir is fearless. He’s only 4, but 
he is not afraid of the water,” said 
his proud mom, Shanite Jones.

He has been going wide open 
since he got here, and I don’t see 
him slowing down.”

The Watkins were two of about 
20 people enjoying the first day of 
the Taylor Street Sprayground, lo-
cated on 416 N. Taylor St. at the 
Alston-Massenburg Center.

The weather was perfect for the 

opening day which had been delayed 
due to concerns about COVID-19.

The park is free and open to the 
public. The sprayground will oper-
ate daily in two-hour sessions, then 
close 30 minutes for cleaning, Mon-
day-Saturday from 10 a.m.-7:30 
p.m. and Sundays from 1-8 p.m. 
The facility is scheduled to close for 
the season on Tuesday, Sept. 8. 

Out of concern for public safety, 
Wake Forest Parks, Recreation & 
Cultural Resources has introduced 
the following measures as part of 
the facility’s daily operations:

n Temporary fencing will be in-
stalled around the sprayground to 
control the entry and exit of visi-
tors;

n For the purposes of contact 
tracing, all persons entering the 
sprayground must be signed in by 
staff;

n Seating areas will be clearly 
marked to ensure proper spacing 
and appropriate social distanc-
ing (patrons may bring their own 
chairs);

n Staff will enforce a maximum 
capacity of 16 people.

As the hot sun beamed down, it 
didn’t slow Amir Watkins at all. His 
mom keeping watchful eye to make 
sure her son was respectful of the 
other kids using the sprayground.

“He is having so much fun. I 
guess this the park will become part 
of our daily routine.”

Protestors were in Wake Forest for the third consecutive night trying to get their voices 
heard about systematic oppression and the Black Lives Matter movement. Maggie Allen, 
top photo, third from left, said she and two friends came Thursday, June 4, and on Sat-

urday, June 6,  as many as 22 showed up. “All lives can’t matter until black lives matter,” 
said Allen. “We will not stop making our voices heard until changes are made.”

Members of this group also participated in the march that took place near downtown 
Wake Forest on Sunday, June 7.

PHOTOS  |  DAVID LEONE

All lives don’t matter until
black lives matter

Making a splash
Amir Watkins, 4, enjoys opening day of the Taylor Street Sprayground.

WSJPHOTO  |  JAY LAMM

Shannon and Frank Herrin enjoy a little wine while sitting 
outside of Unwined in downtown Wake Forest. The Herrins, 

from Orlando, were unaware of the new sidewalk alcohol 
ordinance. The couple is in Wake Forest scouting a place to 
retire. They are looking at two other places – Johnson City, 

TN and Columbia, SC.
WSJPHOTO | JAY LAMM

Unwinding with a
little sidewalk alcohol

Chubby’s Tacos opened  in the Heritage Publix Shopping 
Center at 1000 Forestville Road on June 10. The restau-

rant chain also has locations in Raleigh in the Lake Boone 
Shopping Center and Durham in the Woodcroft Shopping 

Center.
WSJPHOTO | JAY LAMM

Chubby’s Tacos opens
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On a beautiful Saturday afternon, Lucy Dupree, second from left, executes a perfect forehand during a pickleball match at Flaherty Park.
Dupree was partnered with Meghan Coons during a doubles match with Talia Brayson and Lauren Dupree as spectators look on.

Coons was happy the courts were available. She said with the Pickleball leagues, the courts are usually busy and full.
WSJ PHOtO  |  JAY LAMM

Courting some fun and exercise

FROM WSJ STAFF REPORTS

Wake County high school sports won’t resume next week, 
despite the N.C. High School Athletic Association ending the 
coronavirus dead period on June 15.

There is a target date for returning to high school sports ac-
tivities in Wake County Schools on July 6, the first day after the 
NCHSAA summer dead period, but that is a best-case scenario.

The NCHSAA announced on Monday that it will allow schools 
to resume sports activities on June 15, but it left the option open 
to school districts to extend the dead period for its schools. Wake 
and Charlotte-Mecklenburg opted to delay resuming sports ac-

tivities after the NCHSAA announcement.
“We have a committee that’s working to review NCHSAA 

guidelines, but also come up with our own guidelines using the 
information from the NFHS, NCHSAA, NCDHHS and the 
governor. We will return when we are confident that we have a 
plan in place that has established protocols to keep our student-
athletes and staff as safe as possible while participating,” said 
Wake County Athletic Director Deran Coe.

NCHSAA guidance will consist of three phases, with the first 
phase beginning June 15. Strict restrictions are in place for phase 
one, including limited numbers, no sharing of equipment, and no 
contact.

Delay of game
Wake County holds off on high school sports

FROM WSJ STAFF REPORTS

As the COVID-19 pandemic 
continues, the Wake Forest 
Parks, Recreation & Cultural 
Resources Department is tak-
ing a slow and cautious ap-
proach to resuming athletics 
programming. The corona-
virus is expected to remain 
a threat for the foreseeable 
future, so the PRCR Depart-
ment is working to balance 
health and safety concerns with 
public demand for resumed ac-
cess to amenities and services.  

Due to the ever-evolving 
situation surrounding 
COVID-19, PRCR-
sponsored athletic 
programs are 
subject to change 
with limited no-
tice. Wake For-
est officials will 
continue to closely 
monitor updates and 
follow guidelines from the 
Wake County Health Depart-
ment, N.C. Department of Health 
and Human Services and the Centers 
for Disease Control. These guidelines have 
been implemented in protocols established 
by the Town to address potential exposure 
to the coronavirus and protect our commu-
nity and staff.

youth Fall Baseball
and Softball

Youth Fall Baseball and Softball registration is 
underway for boys ages 6-16 and girls ages 6-14 and will continue 
through Sunday, July 12. A participant’s eligibility is determined by 
his or her age on April 30, 2020, and a birth certificate is required for 
new participants. The in-town registration fee is $60 and the out-of-
town fee is $100.

Online registration is available. Team placement and draft informa-
tion, along with additional registration details and league rules are also 
provided online and at the Wake Forest Town Hall, 301 S. Brooks St.

Players in every league except “Rookie League” must participate in a 
draft to determine team placement. The Parks, Recreation and Cul-
tural Resources Department will conduct drafts for each league in 
August and in July will contact all registrants with draft/place-
ment information.

Team practices will begin in August and games will be 
played through mid-October.

Co-Rec Church Softball

Team registrations for Co-Rec Church Softball 
through Friday, July 31. Online registration is avail-
able. The entry fee is $550 per team, and the league is 

limited to participants ages 18 and older.
Beginning in mid-August, league games will be played primarily on Tuesday, 

Thursday and Friday evenings.
Anyone interested in participating who does not have a team can 

sign up as a free agent, then assigned to a team in need 
of players. To register as a free agent, visit wake-
forestnc.gov, search “Free Agent” and 
complete the online registration 
form.

Adult Summer Co-Rec Kickball

Team registrations for Adult Summer Co-Rec Kickball through Tuesday, 
June 30. Online registration is available. The entry fee is $225 per team, and the 

league is limited to participants ages 18 and older.
League games will be played primarily on weeknights and Sunday after-

noons from mid-July through late August.
Anyone interested in participating who does not have a team can sign up 

as a free agent, then assigned to a team in need of players. To register as a 
free agent, visit wakeforestnc.gov, search “Free Agent” and complete the 
online registration form.

Precautionary measures for games and practices

Community health and safety is the top priority for the PRCR 
Department. Once practices and games begin, several precautionary 

measures will be taken to protect players, coaches and officials:
 

n All players, coaches and officials will be encouraged to 
stand at least six feet apart at all times;

n Players, coaches and officials will be encouraged to 
have no physical contact of any kind, including high-
fives, handshakes, face-to-face conversations and 
more;

n There will be limited use of the dugout areas and 
bleachers will be pre-marked for spectator seating. 

Spectators will be encouraged to bring their own 
chairs;

n Players will not be permitted to share any 
equipment. Players will also be encouraged to 
sanitize all of their equipment before every 
practice and/or game and provide their own 
ASA-approved bat;

n If players are showing symptoms of sick-
ness, they will not be allowed to practice or play 

during games;
n Players will be encouraged - but not required 

- to wear a mask;
n Practices will be shorter than normal. If a team uses 

the first-base dugout in the first practice, the next group 
will be encouraged to use the third-base dugout;
n Until the 25-person outdoor rule is lifted, one spectator 

per player will be allowed to attend scheduled team practices 
and games.

Registrations for Wake Forest Parks 
& Recreation athletic leagues begin



 Page 8  |  919-602-7974  |  Wednesday, June 17, 2020  |  editor@wsj30.com  |  WSJ30.com

THE WHITE STREET JOURNAL

WSJEDUCATION

FROM WSJ STAFF REPORTS

More than 900,000 North Carolina 
students rely on the nutritious meals 
and snacks served during the school 
year through the School Breakfast, 
School Lunch, and Afterschool Meals 
programs.

Hunger doesn't take a summer break, 
especially this summer, when social dis-
tancing is necessary to help prevent the 
spread of the Coronavirus 

For this summer, the North Carolina 
Department of Public Instruction has 
already enrolled 184 sponsors serving 
2,718 sites. Last year, North Carolina's 
Summer Nutrition Programs served 
nearly 100,000 children per day state-
wide. Summer nutrition programs can 
provide meals for children any time 
school is out. Meals are provided for 
children and adolescents ages 18 and 
younger.

Since N.C. closed to students on 
March 16, more than 30 million meals 
have been served through the Summer 
Nutrition Program’s emergency feed-
ing initiatives to support the state’s 
COVID-19 public health response.

Local education agencies and com-
munity organizations serving as Sum-
mer Nutrition Program sponsors have 
been provided guidance regarding the 
requirements for personal hygiene, food 
safety and social distancing. The Guide-
lines for Ensuring Health and Safety 
for School Nutrition Staff and Children 
and Families Receiving School Nutri-
tion Services were developed through 
a collaboration between the NCDPI 
and the N.C. Department of Health 
and Human Services; the guidelines 
incorporate guidance from the Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention 
(CDC), the State Board of Education 
and Executive Orders from the Office 
of Governor.  

To find free, healthy meals for chil-
dren ages 18 and younger near you:

Text "FoodNC" to 877-877 for in-
formation in English or “COMIDA” to 
877-877 for information in Spanish,

Call toll-free 1-866-3Hungry (1-
866-348-6479) or 1-877-8Hambre (1-
877-842-6273),

Utilize the No Kid Hungry North 
Carolina mapping tool at http://nokid-
hungrync.org/covid19, or

Visit the USDA's Summer Meal Site 
Finder, https://www.fns.usda.gov/Sum-
merFoodRocks.

Meal sites may be located at schools, 
public housing centers, playgrounds, 
camps, parks, medical centers, faith-
based facilities, libraries and other loca-
tions. Meals are served to eligible chil-
dren at no cost. Registration and ID are 
not required

Additional information regarding 
N.C. Summer Nutrition Programs may 
be found on the NCDPI, School Nutri-
tion Division’s website. Those interested 
in getting involved as sponsors, sites, 
activity providers or volunteers should 
contact the NCDPI Summer Nutrition 
Programs Manager Cynthia Ervin.

 

Hunger
doesn’t
take a 
break

COrsages &
JOhnny Cash

Students from the Capital Christian Homeschool Program pose for one of the many pictures to be taken dur-
ing their makeshift prom. From left, clockwise are Kathryn Blevins, Sadie Davis, Rachel Luneke, Lillian Peterson, 

Colin Peterson, William Blevins, Jon Eubanks, Andy Hill and Caleb Norman.
WSJPHOTO | JAY LAMM 

By JAy LAMM
editor@WSJ30.com

The Covid-19 pandemic wasn’t go-
ing to stop this group of homeschooled 
friends from having a prom night. So on 
Saturday, June 13, they dressed in their 
finest and headed out to make memo-
ries.

Students from the Capital Christian 
Homeschool Program decided months 
ago the Coronavirus pandemic wasn’t go-
ing to stop them from having a prom. 

“Over the last couple of months we 
have been very cautious and stayed away 

from each other. Only getting together in 
groups of two or three, so we wouldn’t get 
sick,” said Kathyrn Blevins.

“We wanted to make sure all of us 
could be together tonight for our prom.”

Blevins said their prom was going to be 
a little different than a normal prom. They 
were dressed in tuxes and prom dresses, 
but there was nothing formal about their 
makeshift prom.

“We are going to take pictures, then get 
take out from the Burger Shop and eat it 
at Joyner Park, then dance,” Blevins said.

Others chimed in Blevins had made a 
mixed tape for their Joyner Park Prom.

“We have all kinds of music on the 
tape. Everyone pitched in,” said Colin 
Peterson.

The group said their local favorite band, 
Juniper Avenue, had to be on the tape and 
then Blevins announced Johnny Cash’s 
“Ring of Fire” was also on the tape. That 
announcement got laughs from all the 
well dressed young ladies and men.

As the group headed off to get burgers, 
they walked down South White Street 
with smiles looking forward to making 
lemonade out of the lemons the pandemic 
had given them and memories that close 
friends can share for a lifetime.

Homeschool students face COVID-19 restrictions
head on to have a creative and memorable prom
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Lennon read: “Returning hate for hate mul-
tiplies hate, adding deeper darkness to a night 
already devoid of stars. Darkness cannot drive 
out darkness; only light can do that. Hate can-
not drive out hate, only love can do that.”

The multi-colored, star-shaped balloons 
created a bright, dotted pattern sparkling in 

the sunlight and ascended slowly with cheers 
and applause just prior to the group setting off 
on an 8-mile march that took them to the out-
skirts of downtown and back to Taylor Street.

The group bypassed Town Hall and the Po-
lice Department. There was no police presence 
– only two patrol cars driving by with one of-
ficer each during the entire afternoon event.

Temperatures kept under 85 degrees, as 

about 80 or so people walked and chanted 
through the streets, picking up supporters, 
prompting drivers to honk their horns and 
pulling customers and business owners out to 
watch. There were dozens of different signs, T-
shirts and chants — babies sleeping in strollers 
and one even lounged across her father’s right 
shoulder.

“Say his name!” Hockaday maintained a 

steady call throughout the march on a bull-
horn.

“George Floyd … George Floyd … George 
Floyd … George Floyd,” echoed.

 
(EDITOR’S NOTE: The organizers plan 

more such events through the end of the year and 
beyond. See Facebook page Our WF Matters for 
more information.)

PROTEST | COnT’D fROm PagE 1

Images from the Black Lives Matter demonstration in Wake Forest on Sunday, June 7. More photos on Page 10.
WSJPHOTOS  |  KATHY HARRELSON

Department of Health and Human Services Secretary 
Mandy Cohen shared the guidance.

“Getting children back to school to learn is a high prior-
ity, but they must be able to do so in the safest way possible,” 
said Cooper. “Every child, family and public school educa-
tor in North Carolina deserves strong protection to lower 
the risk of virus spread.” 

Schools are asked to plan for reopening under three sce-
narios – Plan A: Minimal Social Distancing, Plan B: Mod-
erate Social Distancing, or Plan C: Remote Learning Only. 
N.C. DHHS, in consultation with the State Board of Edu-
cation and Department of Public Instruction, will announce 
by July 1 which of the three plans should be implemented 
for schools to most safely reopen. The remaining plans may 
be needed if the state’s COVID-19 metrics change over 
time.

Schools are required to create:
n Plan A: Minimal Social Distancing – Will be imple-

mented assuming state COVID-19 metrics continue to sta-
bilize and/or move in a positive direction All requirements 
in this guidance apply to Plan A.

n Plan B: Moderate Social Distancing – Will be required 
if state COVID-19 metrics worsen and it is determined ad-
ditional restrictions are necessary. All requirements in this 
guidance apply, with additional requirements in the Social 
Distancing and Minimizing Exposure section noted for 
Plan B only.

n Plan C: Remote Learning Only – Will be implemented 
if state COVID-19 metrics worsen signifcantly enough to 
require suspension of in-person instruction and the imple-
mentation of remote learning for all students, based on the 
remote learning plans required by Session Law 2020-3 The 
requirements listed in this guidance would not apply, as stu-
dents and staff would not be gathering together in groups 
on school grounds 

School districts may choose to implement a more restric-
tive Plan but may not choose to implement a less restric-
tive Plan than established by NCDHHS, NCSBE, and 
NCDPI 

n Opening schools will be possible if we keep working 
together to slow the spread of COVID-19. We will each 

need to do our part and practice the 3 Ws – Wear a cloth 
face covering. Wait 6 feet apart. Wash your hands frequent-
ly. These easy actions will have outsized impact in keeping 
viral spread low to in order to help get our children back to 
school,” said Cohen. 

The Public Health Toolkit was developed collaboratively 
by DHHS and DPI with input from a range of stakehold-
ers across the state, including local superintendents, State 
Board of Education members, the Governor’s Teacher Ad-
visory Council, and members of the Governor’s COVID-19 
Education and Nutrition Working Group. 

“We are working together to balance the need for all of 
our children to get back to school – especially children who 
rely on public schools for their education, health, safety and 
nutrition – while at the same time proceeding cautiously 
and deliberately to protect their health and safety,” said 
Chairman Davis. “I know meeting these public health re-
quirements will take a tremendous effort by our schools – 
but I also know we are doing the right thing and that our 
schools will rise to the challenge.” 

The StrongSchoolsNC Public Health Toolkit will be a 
companion to operational guidance under development by 
DPI that will offer strategies for public health guidance and 
cover other non-health areas for reopening planning, in-
cluding scheduling, instructional practice and staff training. 

 The guidelines:
n Require students and others to be screened for illness 

before entering school.
n Requires floor markings to maintain social distance. 
n Include sample screening symptom checklists in Eng-

lish and Spanish, a flow chart protocol for handling sus-
pected or confirmed cases of COVID-19 and a checklist of 
infection control supplies schools may need.

Wearing cloth face coverings is strongly recommended 
but not required. Face covers should be used, according to 
the guidelines, by staff and older students when distancing 
is difficult.

The Toolkit will be updated as new health guidance is 
released by the CDC and additional resources are added. 

Questions about the StrongSchoolsNC Public Heath 
Toolkit (K-12) should be directed to StrongSchoolsNC@
dhhs.nc.gov (in English or in Spanish). 

forward with additional 
openings and want to get back 
to the activities, I know they 
want to get their kids back to 
school. This is the way to do it 
… to focus on these collective 
actions we can do."

The other eight counties 
that are seeing surges in North 
Carolina, along with Wake, 
are Mecklenburg, Durham, 
Johnston, Alamance, Guilford, 
Forsyth, Lee and Duplin.

 Dr. Anthony Fauci, direc-
tor of the National Institute 
of Allergy and Infectious 
Diseases, said in multiple 
news outlets over the week-
end that “normalcy” in the 
United States is likely a year 
away, particularly with states 
seeing increases in cases and 
hospitalizations.

 Within the United States, 
Florida, California and Texas 
reported all-time daily highs 
over the weekend.

The Centers for Disease 
Control predicted six states 
(Arizona, Arkansas, Hawaii, 
North Carolina, Utah and 
Vermont) will see higher death 
tolls over the next month.

There are 8.1 million cases 
of the virus reported world-
wide, with 438,583 deaths. 
The United States has topped 
the 2 million mark at 2.1 
million cases, with 118,282 
deaths, as of Monday.

 Symptoms of Coronavirus 

may appear two to 14 days af-
ter exposure, and a person may 
be infected and can spread the 
virus without symptoms.

Symptoms can include:
n Fever or chills
n Cough
n Shortness of breath or 

difficulty breathing
n Headaches
n  Fatigue
n Muscle or body aches
n New loss of taste or 

smell
n  Sore throat
n Congestion or runny 

nose
n Nausea or vomiting
n  Diarrhea
Look for emergency warn-

ing signs for COVID-19.
If someone is showing any 

of these signs, seek emergency 
medical care immediately: 
trouble breathing, persistent 
pain or pressure in the chest, 
new confusion, inability to 
stay awake, blueish lips or 
face.

Residents can be tested at 
two sites in Wake Forest, ac-
cording to the DHHS web-
site: Advance Care, 1964 S. 
Main St., by appointment and 
physician referral; and Heri-
tage Urgent Care and Prima-
ry Care, 620 Dr. Calvin Jones 
Highway, #212, appointment 
and screening required.
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Peace & Justice
Black Lives Matter March on Wake Forest
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